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By EDWIN SADER

“They were all family trag-
edies,” said the doctor, referring
to more than 5,000 mentally re-
tarded persons, the great major-
ity of them youngsters, cared for
at the Willowbrook State School
on Victory Blvd. in Staten Island.

“FROM THE very beginning
they were prevented from reach-
ing adult mental levels. Now they
must be cared for, and, it prac-
tical, returned to the eommunity
But we should never lose sight
of our real objective — the even-
tual ehmlmtlon of mental de-
ficlency — h it wm not
be attained ln our

Dr David Berman, dlrector ot

school, was speakmg
hlm.lnthemidst mmthan
100 cribs in one stood

treated as one. There are as

many distinct rsonal traits
among people of subnormal in-

telligence as are among
normal ones.”

Almost all the school's occu-
pants have IQs below 70, Classes
go as high as the fifth grade and
are attended by students of vary-

ing aga. There are two regular | these.”

ng periods every week, but
mldents can be visited at any
time with prior permission.
“THERE ARE few situations
sadder and more understandable

of parents who have learned that
their baby is subnormal. They
often go from doctor to doctor
helplessly seeking good news,

‘Nurse at Willowbrook State
' School on Staten Island teaches
retarded youngster to walk.

xlﬂ dovlv HAouse“s
5,000. ‘%7.»Relarded '

<ol

willing to do anything to keep
their child out of an institution.
Eventually, when the facts are
faced, many of them realize that
the boy or girl is actually better
off here.”

Classes at the school Involve
the simplest of techniques —
counting, reeognltlon of colors,
reading and writing. It is hoped
that eventually, as they grow
older, youngsters will be able to
EE' orm ,kubs ln |:he community.

in
which case they remain at the
school and perform menial tasks.
“Of course, education is lmyo
m, notes Dr. Berman. “But
this is basically a medical and
e | nursing problem and a problem
of training in the most elemen-
tary skills of living.”
wmuwbrook State school
its doors as a home for

for this pu
during World War II when it be-
There are now 1800 pmteas
and non-professional employes

the school.

FACILITIES include special
baths,

in- | came Halloran Gen

tu- | play rooms, whirl

medical devices to develope mus-
cular coordim n and er
dexterity assembly]
set-up !or bath(ng bables. -
Many of the children seem
quite happy. Some sing songs

.| and play games with gusto. Sev-

eral pertorm in & band which
seems pl.y_ as welluu com-
youngsters.

“Besides caring for these
youngsters,” concludes Dr. Ber-
man, “ we are studying them and
their case histories, with the hope
that we can do something about
mental retardation besides put-
'ting up more and more buildi

retnrded children in 1947. Its use ' -
se was delayed .
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"Paid ‘Iune |
gFor Jukebox |

A dozen Staten Islanders who
tare employed as altendants at
i Willowbrook State School told the!
LO\g Island jukebox rackets jury!
{in Nassau County Court }G‘"trdl)‘
how they suddenly found tbcm,

Iselves paying dues to Teamster

Local 266—the jukeb’ox local.

It was a change of scene in

the seven-week-old trial of Fast
Coast teamster boss Jon J. O'-
Rourke of Queens and 14 ofthers
'accused of selring control of the
‘)akrb,ox industry. Until yesterday.!
the jury heard only about the
j]ukemx business.
! The 12 attendants, all em- .
ployed at the state-operated '
school, said they belonged to |
Retall Clerks Locel 413 until
sometime last year.

Their storles varied, except thali
they all knew that $2.5 a month
was deducted fram their pay and|
most of them said it was for dues|
for Local zss T |

> |
MOST of (hem knew little ol"l
nothing about Local 266, except
ithat they remembered signing a'
qmemhe ip application in 1988}
{Most kad never attended a union|
mm-ung Some are cstill pa)mgl
{the dues. others not.
{ Thomas Conkling of P,mob.bn
‘t.hu orily cne not a Staten ls!mrdl
‘resident, said he is a :afeb m\
-pervisor at the school and is pre-i
sident. of, the Willewbrdok Chap-!
!er of the Civil Servies E: nployes
Aﬁwuaum
0 He testified that in April or
 May of last ysar. Juseph De |
Grandls, 58, of 3 Cavuga Ave. !
il Sunnyside, whoe is Local 266

1 president snd a detendart in

i the case, approached him.
ﬂ He said De Grandis offered

{him $100 a woek as a Local %
organizer at Willowbrook, bul he
turned it down. On cross-examin-
ation by De Grandis' attorney,'
Jacoes M. Schiffer, he called|
De Grandis “an honest labor
leader who never did anything’
lagainst the interes's of the W£1~‘

‘lowbrook empioyen.'
| * x . :
i|  ASSISTANT Dustrict  Attorrey)
i William Cahn asked each witness|
Yl he| had anvthing to do with
{Jnukeboxes. All faid no '
Schiffer pointed out that lccal
1266 includes Learse drivers, mir-|
scs and  automchile mecheaics!
and that otiginal’y it was organi-!
zed in 1951 as s municipal nndi
|state employes ussociation. {
| Whea Mre. Flizsbeth Lom. |
bert of 65 Arnold 8i., New
‘Bﬂﬂxm was asked Y she |
ewns any Jukebexes, ahe got a |
remad of laughter with' o, | |
st own 4 radio and tebevision |
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