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5,195 Patients Now af Willowbrook State School

$8%

By ERWIN ENDRESS

One of the largest construction
and expansion programs on Sta
ten Island in the past decade is

fast nearing completion at Wi
lowbrook State School.

1t is the $8,500,000 investment of Mental Hygiene facility.

by New York State in fa

for the care and treatment ofj ready has allowed for phen-

the mentally retarded.
The project includes five largs
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SYMBOL OF GROWTH

modern infirmary at Willow

Million Expansion

cupied, 5,195 patients are being |enroliment—been situated on Sta- Hospital in its peak years injtual lights. whose powers of re-j unfilled. Obtaining skilled per- | tiveness,
sonnel who are qualified for | ability.
* * % jobs has been a traditional prob- | able were changes in facial
| characteristics and in growth,

ties|  Erection of the buildings al- |5,700 early in 1960. * 5o X
Not since the days of Worldl WILLOWBROOK today exceeds) Willowhrook is eight times the jcomplex for them. those w hoitreatment of certain types of |psychiatric theraphy.

Program Nears

infirmary buildings. considered
the most modern of their type| treated there, - |ten Island.
in the country. It includes a huge! The other two new infirmaries| 'And even then, it was Willow-/stricken with tuberculosis wer
new kitchen and cafeteria. Andiand the new kitchen plant willbrook, serving as Halloran Gen-|treated there.

the 1930’s, when 3,000 persons|ceptivity always will be dim.

THOSE institutionalized are| lem at Willowbrook.
it

aundry plant to serve the grow-|the year. They will help ease|Veterans Administration hospital, of patients—602—now on the rolls whose parents are unable to care|program at Willowbrook. Yet 1
ing needs of the big Department|crowded conditions. and will bring|which exceeded it in numbers'of the biz U. S. Public Health for them at home. those whojtle is known of the causes of
the patient enrollment to about/cared for. IService Hospital, Clift i

! The number of

ients at ;pete in a world ever mysteriously

| omenal growth, With three of (War II has an institution of such!by more than 2000 the number| combined total of beds in the |might be beaten down and des- cases.

el the new infirmaries already oc- |dimensions—in terms of patient of patients cared for at Sea Smi boreugh’s three voluntary hos- |troyed in ordinary society. * ok
9 LR ke ¥ v:»_m. { It is to meet this need that! IN A PAPER published :.m»
5 o - G . : Tiere are more children atleight and a hali million dollars/spring by Berman, collaborating

Willpwbrook than there are inhas been expended to enlarge/with two other scientists, startl-

stitwtions for the care of child-|that the institution has 1,741 em-luse of hormone in the treatment
ren,| including huge Mount Lor-|ployes with an annual payroll of|of a group of boys who were
ett $6,662.000. says Berman. destined to be lifelong mental de-
Tle number of children at Wil-/ He says the number of jobs |fectives.

lowbrook mounts daily. Ten a| there will grow as the patient Receptivity improved mark-
weck under five vears of age| enroliment increases. Even | edly over a period of months.
are| brought there. and they| now, there are 1784 jobs—43 | There was improved coopera-
arejamong 80 to 100 new patients’
a month. All are mental detec-
tives

TIEY COME from the bor-
oughs of New York City, babies
fromy the teeming tenements of
Manhattan, from  surburban
homes in Queens, from the Flat-
bush brownstones, from the
 Bronx and from the Tsland.

The remainder of the flow of
new patients are those over 5.
Thev come from the city's bor-
oughs and from Nassau and Suf-
folk County,

But the load is shared by two
other state institutions. Wassaic,
- Y. State School. and Letch-
of five assuring new growth in the enrollment of  worth Village in Thiells, N. Y
mentally retarded patients at the institution. For every child who comes to
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—Nearing completion, this
ook State School is one

Willowbrook, there are three to
four to five more on a lengthen-
ing waiting list.

Dr. Harold H. Berman, W
lowbrook’s director, says there
are more than 500,000 mentally
retarded persons in New York
State.  Only 26,000 are in in-
stitutions,

The reason the v
(project has been und, at
I Willowbrook is cle: he points
fout: Three out of every 100 bab-

&

_32_2. state are born me
ficient

CULINARY FORESIGHT—With1
Willowhrook N 11

:u. more
ing ¢

it takes in a vastly expanded/be put to use by the end o:m_.m_ Hospital and, later, as a! It exceeds by far the :E,:cmn.::m “hardship cases.” the ones| There is an expanding research!

Completion

alertness and “teach-
** More visibly remark-

Berman emphasizes that the
use of the hormone does not con-
stitute a cure: But he says. it

icould not possibly cope and com-|mental deficiency, although some appears to provide “an important
|progress has been made in theibasis for instituting successful

» 2

He sees the experiments as
“leads to further research.”

While Willowbrook grows, the
scientists say there is no doubt
that a breakthrough will one

the borough'’s orphanages and in-|Willowbrook. It is for this need|ing progress was reported in the/day come. And it will be as re-

markable and as revolutionary as
those that have occurred in the
fields- of - polio and tuberculosis,

they say.

It may be years away. But
when it does come, it might all
but empty Willowbrook.
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months ahead,
w kitchen to




