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BOOKS PLAY IMPORTANT PART
IN PATIENTS LIFE AT UTICA

The beginning of the now flourish-
ing group of libraries which serve pa-
tients, employees and the professional |
staff at Utica State Hospital took place
40 years ago last November, when the
Utica Public Library started to send a
librarian to the hospital with books
and other reading material for the pa-
tients. |
The Easter issue of The Opal (pub-
shed quarterly by the Patients’ So-
ciety at the hospital), outlines the
growth of book collections and library |
scrvices now available. The first li-
brarian must have been a heroic soul,
for she had no car at her disposal to|
make the difficult and wearisome trip |
from the public library. Cumbered with |
her load of requested books she used
to arrive sometimes by bus. At first, |
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While the librarian helps a patient to select a book other patients exercise a prerogative
of library users the world over—browsing. Open ward patients may come and read when-
ever the library is open.
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Study to Probe Disorders
Arising During Pregnancy

A large-scale study into the causes of
cercbral palsy. mental retardation, and
other neurological disorders in children
arising in pregnancy is being launched
by the Public Health Service, according
to a recent announcement. It is the
first such study in which factors that
may have a bearing on these diseases
will be collected and analyzed before
the disorders develop.

Sixteen medical centers across the
nation are collaborating in the pro-
gram which will be directed and co-
ordinated by the National Institute of
Neurological Diseases and Blindness.
Forty thousand mothers will partici- |
pate at the rate of 8,000 a year for five
years. |

Preparations for the program were|
begun in the fiscal year 1956-57 on the!
basis of rescarch studies which suggest |
that the causes of cercbral palsy, men- |
tal retardation and other neurological
d occur during pregnancy or the |
period of about a month after the child |
is born.
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