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illowbrool\ %t’mte School’s

new $800,000 infir

paney until July, next year,
vas learned today.

nd the question of when the
aining five buildings will be
tructed remains as unans-
ed as it was more than three
s ago when the state Depart-
t of Mental Hygiene, which
ates Willowbrook, first an-
ced the big expansion pro-

Still holding up a go-ahead
signal from state public works
authorities was the shuffling
of papers between Albany offi-
cials and the school's authori-

ties. Other studies and reviews
. being made by the department
' in the state capitol.

Specifications now being'drawn

this advanced planning. ;

being erected—with minor e

difications — along the s

lines as buildings of this

already in existence at
school.

The building was put ¥
construction when it becam
parent a year ago
would be a much longer dela${sm
the drawing boards than at
had been anticipated. And it#%
intended to relieve immediate
pressures facipg the facility.

Not the least of these pres-
sures is the current Willowbrook
enrollment of more than 4,300,
highest in the history of the
school. Added to this are the
number of children now on lists

are toWe geared needs
mentally - retard children
used at the schogl’ The needs
cited by psych
owbrook and in and
then are interpreted by state
housing officlals and worked

into blueprints,
*

‘ 3

THE RESULT, according to Dr.
Harold Berman, director of Wil-
lowbrook, eventually will be

»

erection of the most modern in~
struc.

firmary-dormitory type
tures of their kind.:

But the building now.
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'STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE.

Monday, November 1l,

awaiting placement in schools
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Hospital as Well as School

A “renewed and vigorous expression of confidence

[\t
Berman, ditector of Willowhrook State School,
Society for Retarded Chil-@

dren’ in  Manhattan’s
Idorf-Astoria Hotel.

{ The event opened the society’s
‘new fund drive for the benefit
‘of Willowbrook’s children and to
finance research in the field of
mental retardation,

Principal speaker at the annual
luncheon session, Dr. Berman
lashed out at those who, follow-
ing a probe of charges directed
against the Island school last
May, “disregarded” the favorabls
report given the Institution, he
said. "

. “They disregarded,” said Dr.

Berman, “the fact that there
was a complete and thorough
lnvéstlgr'ahon of Willowbrook,
#that’ responsible people were
‘given free access to all parts
of the institution, that these

Wal-

||ease, drugs, and electro-stimula-

ate’s schools for the mentally retarded was ealled for
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and support” for New Ym#lm

Saturday by Dr. Harold IL,

_serious charges and went away
‘singing the praises of the insti-
tution.”

Even so, he declared, Willow-
brook is “not averse to examin-
ation and criticism.”
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DR. BERMAN, who is consid-
ered one of the nation’s leading
authorities on the care and
treatment of the retarded, de-
scribed expanding research at
Willowbrook into the causes and
treatment of mental retardation
and mental disturbances.

. These projects, he said, extend
into the field of nutrition, dis-

tion, with several such projects
having their beginnings at Wil-
lowbrook. |

Among these, he said, 19 the

people came to investigate

use of metrazol, previously as-

ficient children.
from the Research Foundation

tion within the state Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene.
Because of such projects, it
should be clear, Berman said,
that Willowbrook is “more than
a state school.”

“I should like to see the name
changed to Willowbrook State
Hospital and School, thus glviné
a clearer definition as to its :ﬁw
tion and operation,” he sald:if
Entertaining at the event iy
the 60-piece Willowbrook Sﬁtaftﬂ
School band, made up of chi
at the institution, under iy
tion of Vincent Lombardi, mns(r

director. ~p 4* i

in an ad(lresq before the Benevolentl

sociated with the treatment of .
brain conditions in old age, in !
the treatment of mentally de-
The project !
is being pursued under a grant

of Mental Hygiene, a corpora- '



