5 Wsslstance with her meals,

M{ F child was sick on severa] occasions . . , anq actually spent
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Dr. Arthur W. Pense, A
ment of Menta] Hyglene,
Harriman to report on charges that 5 chil
Brook State School, has submitted his repor

The report Pays tribute to the capable

cting Commissioner of the State Depart-
who was directed by Governor Averel]
d was abuseq at Willow-
t to the Governor,

The girl was admitted to the school last
her parents,
“The record shows that she required a
; great amount of personal
}.Acu-eﬁqnd.nnenuon to keep her clean and to feed her,” Dr. Pense
Sometimes she Tequired spoon feeding and at all times

year at the Tequest of

half of the time in the hospital building, The family

Allegations Checked Carefully
ations that the child had been physically abuseq were
Ty carefully, A Physician employed by the department
ospital, and who was given no ln!ormation regarding
dition at Willowbrook, €xamined her at the home of
O May 17, less than 48 hours after she hag left the
“ituuon. + « .« (He found several marks on her) 3l
ic of welts or bruises which might result from abuse,
nstance when the child was found by

“More 4yAna50 em_ployees who had careq for the chilg in one
eapacity or Wpurmg her restdence in the school Wwere questioned

¥¥, there are many indications that sincere efforts
2 rin,

- . € for her to give her €Very needed attention
.‘”‘T" - q;’l‘o}:ees stated, ‘as much affection as we could

ol By

ks of diarrhes and colds, ang one
Clear that no Pains have been

PLly, isolate them care-
|

attack of measjed wiae V1B T
spared to identify aif eu..‘
fully and treat them fully, ﬁ

“The medical record as it s a a te explanation
for all aspects of the DeVole child’s conaition, £ )0 of weight,
loss of hair and tendency to skin lesions and

“The element of unpleasant surprise which vlayed so large »n
part in the reaction of the 9-due-to the fact that they
had not fully grasped the seriousness of her illness and they did
realize what effects such illness might have. . . , !

Staff Eases Adjustment Period

“In the institution the child must become adjusted to a new

environment which even under ideal conditions can never be the

children, the difficulty of this task is self-evident. . , ,
“The first few months of a child’s institutional life are difficult,
«+ . Only through the provision of sympathetic care for the child and

emotional support for the parents are several hundred children re-
ceived in our schools annually and helped to make a satisfactory ad-
Jjustment, g
“The department schools have brought happiness to thousands
of children and comfort to their families, i
“Among the unfortunate side effects of the publicity attendant

upon matters such as the DeVole case, is the anxiety created in the
minds of parents of the some 3,000 children at Willowbrook who
have found it necessary to seek State assistance. There have been

care of these handicapped children. , , ,

“The personnel requirements of the schools for the mentally de-
fective are constantly becoming greater owing to a shift in the types
of the admissions . , . This change is from a Population composed of

the Willowbrook State School almost half of the patients are under
10 years of age and three-quarters are in the category known as ‘the

- scverely retarded,’ all of whom require varying degrees of help.
“The increasing number of helpless patients coming to the schools

indicates the desirability of reviewing staffing requirements for these |
institutions.”
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