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Staten Island’'s “School of
Heartbreaks” is no more. It has
passed into oblivion, along with
other false notions about facilis
ties for the mentally retarded.

So say officials of Willowe
brook State School, the bor-
ough's Department of Mental
Hygiene facility as jt approach-
es §$7,000,000 worth of growth
and expansion to take its place
among the Island's “major in-
dustries.”

A controversial and much-
despised project in its early
pre-war  construction  days,
Willowbrook believes it is an
“appreciated and _welcome fa-
cility as it approaches new
growth,

Gone, officials say, is a no-
tion that a facility such as Wil-
Iowb_rook could bring only dis-
credit to its home community,
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AND GOING FAST, they add,
are stigmas which many for-
merly attached to the accident
of mental retardation.

The most significant evidence
of what mental hygiene officials

feel is a “new community atti-
tude toward the ever-children,”
s the arrival of the volunteer
worker on the Willobrook scene,
and the growing interest shown
by community organizations,
As one official put it:
“Staten Island takes its
place among the most en-

lightened eonmunme- in the —

While officials admxt that
there are some who question
the value of Willowbrook in the
community, it has been years
since any unified effort in op-
position to its growth has been
evident. "
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THE OUTGROWTH of com-
munity interest, they say, has
been the expansion of the
school’s recreation and educa-
tional programs. It has devel-
oped concurrently with the
number of individuals and
groups which have offered “time
effort and understanding” to
Willowbrook.

Dr. Harold H. Berman, the
school’s director, says that,
along with interest shown by
the community, has come a
kind of “family effort enthu-
siasm” among the staff work-
ers,

When the school's band,
which plays with donated in-
struments, was without uni-
forms, staff members at Wil-
lowbrook staged an original mu-
sical production to raise cash.
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VETERANS organizations,
church groups, service clubs,
and social and civic units have
sponsored scores of parties and
entertainment programs for
Willowbrook’s kids. The most
active group, the Beneyolent So-
ciety of-Retarded Children, con=
ducts a year-round program.

Individual volunteers — Is
landers who are interested in

apy department and the reha-
bilitation clinic. The flag which
flies over Willowbrook was do-
nated by a service club.

Members of some Island
groups arrive regularly to
take kids on trips to points
of interest within the city.
Others accompany the kids
to sports in scason.

Indicative of the school's ex-
panding community prosram is
what officials consider the most
signif t development in re-
cent years: A foster parent pro-

It is Willowbrook's newest
community service innovation,
amd one that is likely to attract

THE KEY GROUP presently
at work in this field is the
Evening Guild of the Oakwood
Heights Community  Church
whose memubers, four times a
month, act as “foster mothers”
to children who have no par-
ents or who are scldom visited.

Here's what one official has
to say about the program:

“This activity is one of the
many links which the child
has with community life. It
fills a void in the lives of
these otherwise parent-less
children. As these foster par-
ents adopt the children, so do

py anticipation of the secur-
ity of a confidential friend.”
The foster mothers take the
kids on trips, visit points of in-
terest on the school grounds,
participate in game and story-
telling sessions and take a per-
sonal interest in students’ pro-

gress.
L

CONSTRUCTION of Willow-
brook’s six new buildings will
increase the school's housing
capacity by about one-third,
and will add more than 1,000 to
the student roster.

Willowbrook’s projected pay-

paymasters.
persons, most of them Island-
ers, alrcady are emploged at
Willowbrook, and several hun-
dreds more will be hired once
the expansion program is com-
pleted, officials say.

needs of the growing school.
While it still is true that the
accident of mental retardation
hits hard when it hits home,
there are many, they say, who
are giving the lie to Willow=
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