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School Director Dr. llarold H.
Berman has revolutionized treat-
ment of retarded children.

these children talk, move around
without supervision an! « sim-
ple percussion instivr. And
children who can sce and move
about freely “adopt” these others
and make them their own special
care.

KETARDED CHILDREN
DIVIDED IN 3 GROUPS

Just what is « retarded child?

It is an infant whose brain suf-
foers varying degrees of damage
while it is being carried by its
mother. Such children are loosely
divided into thrce grades: severely
retarded (once known as idiots),

A well-equipped kitchen aids girls who study social science. These
girls may later get jobs outside school as domestics.

Living Dead Find Life
At S. 1. School

(First of two articles on a sensationally successful
new care center for mentally retarded children.)

moderately retarded and mildly re-! o4 whenever possible.

INEWS Jotos by Joe 1y
Girls are taught sewing by hand and machine. Some of them develop
high skills and get outside employment under supervision.

progress with such pastimes

keep close pace with every move
rug-making and water color paint-

at the scaool The staff assigns
the children to different activities
and puts them into academic clas-

ng.
When weather is fine the ciil-
dren are taken to playgronne

They love swings and

see -

By DICK OWEN
VERY DAY at least 20 mentally deficient children are
4 bornin New York. For yvears they were known as “secret
children.”  They were hidden away after birth In their
parents" homes or institutions. But they need be secret no
Tonger,

Only 2 few vears ago these children were as good as
dead. They couldn’t walk, talk, recornize their surroundings,
hear or think., Today they have a chance, thanks to the
nuracles being wronght at Willowbrook State School on
Staden Iland, ; e i
Thers are 4000 children there, he kept in ceclusion, N
including 1,000 in cribs, {rtx:\ti/:(-d these cl.illle_.n B Al.xt.‘
and the figure i+ rising. Steniie to let their awn kids play with

s . i them.  Other children made fu
will riach the £on0 masi—co0n o™ QUL e ade fn of
r‘~""1’""5""”: <. once destined peysons wrote threatening letters |
to hopeles<n who new (have o the distressed parents o !
their own existence and live hap- hil e Rl
4 P noyed them over the telephone
pi.;.' together in a community of about their “idiot” child
their own. § RE
Dr. Harold H. Rerman, nutcd!chﬁ.gc il alaitiallnierny et

bors .

infu

b L would becon isola
neuro-psychiatrizt who direets the | cone room ;“d,):l:e e‘“;l‘::.(“,lﬁ,::
school, saya the increase in num-:f,recer in hed, or <tting in a

bers dm-snlv,7 nn-nnl that these chil-
dren are heing born in greater | nothing, became nothin
propartiun: itl i, due to. thesins) Gont Williwbraok these” hildren
crease in New York's population’are taught to walk, to talk. They
and the increased facilities pro-1o4 to cchool, learn simple trades
vided by New York State. Also,ijoarn to enjoy movies, dancing,
more and more parents are mk'"g‘t\\'immin: Abave all, they live:
advantage of these facilities, bappily  together in  their own
Before Willowbrook opened in: ¢ iy ”
1947, nobady seems to know where | i
these children were Kopt, hence | PARENTS FIND SCHOOL 1
the name *eeret children.” Um‘c“OFFERS REHABILITATION

ame of Willowbrook hegr %
the fame of Willuwbrook hegan toj Dar nfter Sore marents

stupor. It knew nothing, learned

day,

epread, the parents . 3
g eyt bowght e, " chord, Thiw'ed heard |
e PRy roxiiin {of the wonders heing done there— |
fivnars L bty ,not rl‘n'('S.vlnr there are nene, but :
prentally retas v habilitation. v : :
B Oldtimers believed it was a waste
. of time to try to teach retarded
RESULT OF HOME CARE children anything, Even if they

were taught to walk or dicss or;
!feed themselves, it was argued,’
they quickly forgat evervthing and
regressed to iramobility.

WAS USUALLY TRAGIC
Before Willowhiook there
Lttt parents could do to take care!

was
s e
'

of the vod chldren. Private . |
PRI ”‘J Berman and his staff  have
o family tried to supervise ' blasted  that  misconception. Not

at only has he got the children out of |
e ! .

¥ hed and away from their only
world, the ceiling, but he has them
ng together, working together

retarded hild in privacy
salts were gene
e one child sp
cange cthor chl-d
| Mathers and
histeronee ta gro-cip abont!

tock the child
docror, clinie to!
1, Yerrowed,
t orteasd  their
Cdnd aryth e in thar gquest

and even has a {0-picce band, all
of its members once rcmarded as

Loepelessly retarded.

One of the greatest mir;
Willowhrook i< the fact th
the first time in New York
mentally rotarded children w

‘also Blind- ard deaf ave being re-
habii §

e program  began

o bh
fi altendy many of

e elild hid ta

’glimmoring of intelligence may be

tarded. The mildly retarded children get

Severely retarded children are!pore classroom training and gre'
practically unaware of their oWn iyaught simple tasks such as help-
or any other existence. Some of |ing to prepar. bread and cakes in|
them are badly crippled. Their five | the school’s bakery, learning to!
senses may be intact, but they have ' yyend shoes, helping in the car-
not learncd to use any or all of | penter's shop or doing gardening.
them. 9 In the classrooms, teachers

They grow into adults, but must [ giyeet t'.e children ond become
be treated as infants still. This | specialists in thic field. Speech and
means they must be dressed and|spelling are taught by illustra-
undressed, fed and bathed by at-{tions and phonetics. Cl are !
tendants. They rarely talk and|short and the children love them. |
respond only to the simplest stim-

In fact, it is a severe punishment:
uli. They require supervised care(to these children to he denied
for life.

acce:s to the schoolrocom. S
CLASSES, ACTIVITIES One of the major problems in
PROVIDED BY SCHOOCL

connection with defective chihh-en‘
Dr. Berman, however, refuses to

is the crippling that so often ac-
companies thc damage to brain tis- |
regard any case as hopeless. “You
never know,” he says, “when some

s

in addition to being
mentally retarded are spastics,
sufferers from cerebral palsy,
epilepsy, leafness and blindness.
The school has a battery of spe-
cialists to fight these handicaps.
Crooked limbs are straightened by
exercise or surgery. Operations
correct defective vision. A com-
plete dental surgery with skilled
oral surgeons and mechanics re-
builds broken down teeth and jaw
damage.
The

youngsters

shown. One such child who had not
shown any consciousness of his
curroundings was one day startled
into a mild display of intelligent
interest in another child who was
beating a toy drum. We have been
able to bring that child along
quite a bit.”

Dealing with the moderately
retarded child finds the “school
program aptly geared. Psychia*ists

spastics make amazing

The school also

sues. This means that many of the!*

Right now the school is trying to
raise funds for a small carcusel.

UP-TO-DATE HOSPITAL
OFFERS TOP TREATMENT

In summer, hundreds of the i1
dren are taught ta swim in the ¢oo-
door pool.  There is also 2 ¢:m
nasium to strengthen bodies.

Florenee Goodtield, chief s
vising murse at Willowhrool:, {: -
a 100-bed hospital for Ter (e

is as modern a %
the world and is
d doctors and sa
well as by

Viiting

cialist
Regarding  hehavior  patton
Miss Goodfield said thoe we !
sciplinary problems, None of !
childven ave bad. They are rot &
i punishmcd

al
velling at the

linquents. No phy
is allowed, nor is any \
children permitted. A child may
confined to a room for a few «
if he is disobedient. This secln
generally finds them contrite il
eager to return to their classroom«
and playmates.

Tecn-age girls present specini
problems. Contrary to some opin-
ions, these girls (and boys) ave n«t
oversexed. They are complctely
innocent children incapable of un-
derstanding the physical changes
that occur in their bodies at puberty
or adolescence. The reason the gitls
get into trouble in the i
world is beeause they
exploited. Training at Willowbroo
teaches them self-vespeet and
cency.

MOST GIRLS BECOME
COOD HOUSEKEEPERS

Most of these girls become -
pert housckeeper . They can !
sew and keep a house spotless. P!
they have to be supervised. If the
are released to private employment
someone has to manage their
finances, for they ave utterly neiv
about business matters.

Willowbreok has number ¢
older patients. Women and men ar
brous..t to the schoo' after thei
guardians or parents die and ther
it no cne left to care for than.
Men and women in this groun nay
be as old as 60, hue their intere !
are juvenile—-some of the wemen
still “pl: o with dolls —but all y
like happy chil ren.

Tomorrow: How the

works on the minds and bodics

of the formerlv hopeless tvre

schodl

Boys concentrate on their job.of re-soling shoe:
teaches them simple carpentry and upholste

g furniture.

of child.



