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.a: ALBANY—Work on the first of six new dormitorie:
Hlow k State School should begin before the end
year, State Senator-elect Edward V. Curry of Sta
=% —————————————®[5land announced today.
_ Cwrry; who came to Albany to
press for speedy action on the
$5,750,000 program, received as-
surances that final plans for the
other five buildings will also be
sped,

- Cornelius White, state archi-
tect of ‘the Public Works De-
partment, told the senator-elect
that bids for the first building
will be advertised Monday and
opened Dec. 16.

Although the Public Works
Department is allowed 44 days
to look over the bids, White said
the contract is likely to be signed
and work begur. before 1954 is
out. Ground will be broken by
early January, at the latest, Curry
was assured.

The building will cost an est!-
mated $800,000. Construction is
expected to give work to hun-
dreds of construction workers, at
whose behest Curry traveled to
Albany Wednesday.

..

THE first building will be
started considerably ahead of
the others because it is similar
in design to the mental institu-
tion’s present dormitories.

Engineers and architects have
been poring over plans for the
new-style buildings for two and

a half years. White said revisions
still have to be made but report-
ed plans will be finalized within
a few weeks,

He declined to predict when
construction on the remaining
buildings will start, however.

Officials of the state Public

Works and Mental Hygiene de-
partments want to be sure there
are no flaws in the building plans
before they are translated into
brick and steel. The blueprints
have been subject to painstaking
scrutiny by a myriad of officials
since money for the buildings was
appropriated in March, 1952,

When completed, the new
dorms will enlarge Willowbrook's
patient capacity by 1.000. The
ool's laundry and power plant
will be expanded as part of the
uction program.
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