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The "f(}rgotten ~child” — the known" quantity, a
youngster who is retarded mentally|closet.
~—was described sympathetically to

said.

Miss Elizabeth M. Smith of the Parents Seek Miracles’

Willowbrook’ State School , staff,
perate parents of such a child. *"

at the school, said that children,{they cannot afford

vral thousand undet she said.

diagnosis

ibreakdowns, financial stress.

“People with mentally retarded
youngsters feel at a deadend,” said
Miss Smith. “They should be norm-
ally functioning, healthy, average
_people, holding jobs, keeping house.

iThey can’t possibly do this.”

she explained.
‘Miserably Unhappy’

nermal children in the family.

courage to work in' this field.”

added.

skeleton in the

; The blow falls heaviest on the
was that of the troubled, even d25-Iparents, who often gd from doctor

to doctor, clinic to clinic, “seeking
Miss Smith, senior social worker|a medical miracle,” spending money
to spend,

Jach family reacts differently,
s Smith added, but fundamental-
(% they had dreamed for their child
. jA3e same dreams that ¢ther parents’
. #old dear — dremms wrecked “in
ne little minute” by an expert’s

The affliction “strikes whenever,
wherever, and no one knows how,”

She told how parents come to
Willowbrook State School with their
children, “always miserably unhap-
py.” The problem is most difficult,
she went on, when there are other,

“Our school represents a tre-
mendously difficult task” she said.
“You need a tremendous amount of

She praised highly the volunteer
workers who help out at Willow-
brook, on such matters as picnics,
in supplying candy and cake and,
as an example, In organizing a
band. The children love music she

“We at the school have a funda-
mental philosophy,” Miss Smith ex-
plained. “These children are human
belngs They have certain rights
'and those rights cannot be trans-
gressed. This (the sc¢hool) is a
world which they can understand
and in which they are understood.
‘We try to say to them: ‘We are
‘thinking, not in terms of what you

There are hundreds of thousands

\ "|of such children, and many of them
members of the Kiwanis Club yes-|live normal or near-normal lives;

terday. But the picture that emerg-|contrary to belief in some quarters,
ed vividly from the talk, given by they are very gentle persons, she

She painted e word picture for.
‘the Kiwanians meeting in the Meu-,
rot Club, of last hopes of parents’
helplessness, of families broken up,
of emotional disturbances, physical
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i was told the other day. The stong
#ightens people, so that they shut thef§
1 ears to it. The story, that i 1s, ‘of i
Ylyaretarded children. '~

But this time it was. told, symp
and courageously, '\ *

The speaker was' Miss' Ehzab

ok State School. The place, the
eting of the Staten Island Kiwanis
e children bemg' discussed, of
e those who are cared for at the
% "The picture of these children is
appy one, the more so because peopl
: subJect “are scared to think
b - m,” as Miss Smith said.

ﬁe el But a phase of the problem which
s herally understood is the plight @
% ffirents. If the mentally-retarded you
Jj's-}‘the forgotten child,” its parents, t
prrlooked by the pubhc Yet the
wiit ”u;ad‘ed help. Help and understanding. §
&ﬁ"”‘" This is an unhappy story, no &
8298 3 ’ho‘w one looks at it. But there were rd
,%‘" features.
e B This: First, the picture, as Mis
*“ ,‘@i‘esented it, of devoted, tireless volg
rkers. Second the picture, not ';‘:“
%ﬁords but clearly revealed, of dedi

‘f‘-ms, among these children daily.’
At the risk of troubling this
rook worker’s modesty, it may be s 1

those who suffer this affliction in thejms
ilies should take courage fro ;
sowledge that there are persons lik
mith to care for their children. Wg
aspreure she is a representative of the
ricim ma,]orlty of those employed at Willow}
&ai”  But “the forgotten child” need
-acvmo -the remembered, l,%}11]41.‘,,1’1;
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