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OnEx:
ToBe Sought
Felony Charge Possible
Against Tuccillo, Held

_In State School Beatings

District Attorney Sidney O. Sim-
onson will ask a grand jury tomor-

who in the past has spent time in
state prison and a mental insti-

guilty of perjury and violating the
state civil service laws.

The demand to be placed before
the grand jury by the district at-
torney Is one result of Simonson’s
investigation of the personnel sys-
tem at Willowbrook State School,

been employed there as an atten-

ery of his past record.
The situation came to light when
Tuccillo was arrested Aug. 20 and
was accused of striking two é&hil-
dren in the school with a broom
handle. He is at present out under|
bail awaiting disposition of that
charge, but it is not upon tomor-
row’s grand jury calendar.
» Cites Statements
Instead, Simonson said today, he
will charge before the grand jury
that Tucillo committed perjury
when he made statements under,
oath Jan. 28 in his application for
the job- at Willowbrook. Such a
charge constitutes a felony and the
district attorney said he will ask
in addition a misdemeanor count
of violating the state civil service
laws in the same connection.
Tuccillo, whose home is at 298
Bay stteet, Tompkinsville, applied
for the state school job under a
false name. He stated also that he|
had never been in a state prison or
a mental institution.

check at the State Civil Service
Office in Albahy.

Simonson has not yet given out
his conclusions from the investiga-
tion he conducted a week ago to-
day at his office. Officials and em-
ployes of Willowbrook State School
were questioned by the district at-
torney’s assistants and some of

row to indict Ralph Tuccillo, 48,

tution, alleging that Tuccillo is}

after he learned that Tucillo had|

dant last January without discov-|

His fingerprints were taken at|:
Willowbrook, but due to incorrect|’
information typed on the finger-|-
print card the applicant’s past rec-|
ord was not discovered in a print|'

these probably will be witnesses|'
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tomorrow before the grand jury.

STANLEY TERKELSEN

lowbrook State School since n ex-
convict was discovered there as an
employe, workers ot the instifution
last night drafted a letter the
public in an effort to combat “what
it called “the false impression that
the school is a natural haven for
:z!;i]minnh and the socially undesir-

e.”

More than 400 employes turned
out for a meeting on the school
grounds, and heard members of the
institution’s Board of Visitors and
its benevolent society, the counter-
part of a parent-teacher association,
express their confidence in the
school’s entire staff,

The rally was in effect a showin,
of support for the school’s direg-
tor, Dr. Harold H. Berman, whose
Tegime has been a target of criti-
cism since Ralph Tuccillo, 48, an

Stung by recent criticism of Wil-

dating back 20 years, was arre.
sted
last Aug. 20 on a cha'rge of beating
two boys with a broomhandle.
be arrest was
probe into the institution’s hirin
system by District Attorney Sidneg
O. Simonson, Tuccillo apparently
had “wor::ed at the school under
an alias for seven months. Tu
a Stapleton resident, i
mental hospital inmate, is out on

ﬁim bail pending grand jury ac-

followed by alf

and an ex-!

The letter, prepared by a -
mittee and read to the yempl%‘;,:s’
by Mrs. Ethel Stevens, an Instruo—{
tor of nursing, states that “we...
direct this letter to the general
?::lixcn linlrvlg%li(lmis protest against
air publicity r
to this lnsﬂtutlonl.t'}', ey gwen‘
"'I‘he inferences,” the letter con-
tinues, “have tended to create a

false impression that .the school is

© ex-convict with a criminal record

a natural haven for criminals and
(Turn to page 2)
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good the director and his staff aref
successfully doing, disagree whole-
heartedly with this opinion. We are
taking this means:of expressing
the other side of the story.
Refers to Children "
“Willowbrook State School is ‘a
home for the defective child. There
are thousands of children with
bodies 'and minds that are crippled.
These children in public life are
faced with insurmountable diffi-
culties and many heartbreaks. On

security and loving care at Willow-
brook.

“Regardless of the capacity in
which we are employed we are all
trying to do our best with the wel-
fare of the ‘children of all ages’
foremost in our minds. Could this
be true if our administration and
our employes were as' lax as have
been pictured?

“Our feeling is that the time
has come when the need and the
desirability of such work be recog-
nized by the surrounding commun-
ity and judged on its own merits.
Visitors are and always will be welr
come at the school. We urge the
public to come either singly or in
groups and see the progress being
made by these children.

Director, Staff Lauded
“We the employes of Willowbrook
State School take this opportunity

interest in the welfare of our chil-
dren and that their hours are not

call of duty.”

of representatives of the Benevolent
Society for Retarded Children of

clety’s members are parents of resi-
dents of the institution.

Louis Hultz, president of the so-
ciety said the children at the in-
stitution receive as good care as

the other hand they find happiness, |

to commend our director and his|;
capable staff. We know of their|

regulated by the clock but by their|,
concern for the children above the|
Of the plaudits directed toward|,

the workers by several speakers,|
most warmly received were those|.

Willowbrook State School. The so-|

can be given anywhere outside the|

home.
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d“workers”" Hultz said,
hope you will continue .to do .as
‘fine work in the future as you have

in the past.”
Workers Commended
commendations of the

‘ Other
'workers came from Irving Redler
and Irving Lesnick, also of the so-|
clety.

Redler called for a fair treatment
of the hospital and its employes
by the press, who he said shoul
try to temper any tendency toward
“yellow journalism” with a desire
‘to ‘fulfill its “duty to bring forth
seme of the good things.”

He suggested that “perhaps re-
sentment that the Veterans Admin-
‘istration has been moved out” has
caused some of the attacks against
the school.

The plant of Willowbrook State
School, originally erected as a school
for retarded children, became a
!hospital for GI's during World War
II, and was used as a hospital for
ex-servicemen for a time following
the end of hostilities.

Confidence Expressed

Former Judge Ernest C. Smith,
president of the hospital's Board
of 'Visitors, expressed for the board!
its “absolute confidence in the in-|
tegrity, ability- and sincerity of'
every employe, from Dr. Berman|
to the 'scrubwomen.” i

Operation' of the hospital was
lauded similarly by two other mem-
|bers of the board, Frank Pavis and
Edward Gideon, Pavis, in ‘addition,

expressed his admiration “for the
workers backing of Dr. Berman,”
'but warned, “don’t lose our heads.|

In the end we'll win out.” |

The meeting was under the chair-|

manship of James Lindsey, and was|

opened by a short talk by Mrs.'

Catherine Webb, who said that re-
' cent attacks were attacks against

the integrity of the school’s

workers,
i
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