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. More than 8,100 mentally re.|
‘tarded child patients were evacu-
.ated from the 17 buildings of the |
Willowbrook, 8. I., State Hospital
yesterday afternoon when a smoky
two-alarm fire broke out in an|
underground conduit housing steam

pipes, and thé fire was brought:’ !

{under control in less than 20 min- |

‘utes. None of the buildi ‘
damaged. e i
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Three thousand inmates at the
Willowbrook State School for Men-
tal Defectives, at Willowbrook,
S. I, were evacuated from Seven-
teen fireproof brick buildings,
shortly before 2 P, M. yesterday
because of a small fire started in-
side the steam pipes connecting
building No. T, with- the ' power
house. )

No one was injured and there
was no panic or excitement among
the inmates. After being led out
of the buildings by supervisors and
attendants they were marched to
the big playground of the institu-
tion where they watched the fire-
men fight the smoky fire and got
a great kick out of it.

When the first fire companies!
arrived a second alarm was
sounded also as a precautionary
measure and brought companies,
from ort Richmond, West New
Brighton and Mariners Harbor.

The fire was put out within an
hour. The firemen explained that
the steam pipes are lined with tar
paper and that it took fire from
some undetermined cause. The
damage was slight.
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