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Vets Speed Fight b e
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Héy could Have “ddily”tredtment. (Their health e
_their happiness and their happiness is contingent

" maintaining their friendships,” said Fariello, an attorney at

® " o 1% Park pl.
F“l. Par aplegles ; : S -'~“Ap11))arent1y nobody gave any thought what affect mov-

; ,ing the men from Halloran would have on them or their
By DON SHEARD -+ families. They must not be booted around like that.”

A ray of hope—admittedly slender—came to- J “=Thi support of the Marine Corps League was voiced by
Service Officer and Marinse Corps League Representativewgo

\day for the 87 paralyzed veterans who are being ohn'Cole, County Commander who is also the Dep’t. of N. Y.
shunted from Halloran Hospital on Staten Island ghe Veterans Administration.

and flispersed to three widely-separated institutions /% “#T'his is a community must and the time has come for all
far from home and loved ones. . X¥wetétans’ organizations to get together and take care of

The hope came in the form of a : camp algll : _‘;l yoys,” said Cole. “It. ig a challenge to us. The pub}ic and
launched by veterans’ organizations to establish hevg‘ B e

thegs suffering men by setting them up under one roof on |
quartgrston Stgten Island where the 87 paraplegicsi8isten Island. ,
may be treated until the new Manhattan Veteransiy.:, +*We should not and will not let them down. The time
Hospital is ready to receive them at the end of no@%ﬁ »f“' egme ngnl %lldshoultc}l unite a:nsztep in. It we let them
year. : % pege ,y;e will let down the men in Korea.
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The New York County Chapters of the Army and Na;’f Protest with Truman

Union, the oldest veterans’ organization in.the U. S., and thef? 5
j 5 other leading veteran organizations filed protests to

Marine Corps League initiated the move. ]
A ed l for Pu b lic Su t ?ﬂfﬁ;nt %‘ruman, and Genl. garl ?.hGra.theteranE ]:);&dmli{?iS-
tor; six Congressmen, including John J. Rooney of Brooklyn
p p p p or : ’ TB¥ederic R. Coudert of Manhattan, askedythe Veterans
The two groups appealed to other veterans’ organizations|Admiihistration in Washington for a full explanation of the
and the general public to support their plan. traxsferral.
Lawrence Fariello, County Commander of the Army and|#.": Gov. Dewey and Leo V. Lanning, N. Y. State Director
Navy Union, said: 5 “lof Veterans Affairs today concluded their own inquiry and
! “The paraplegics at Halloran are one big family that is #found it was “strictly a Veteran Administration problem.”
being destroyed. All veterans’ organizations must unite in |"/: “Both were “extremely sympathetic’” but because the State
this fight to preserve the happiness of these paralyzed men.” hadvan immediate problem of housing the young and elderly
He pointed out the “lack of vision” im Veterans Adminis- patients who had to give up the facilities requisitioned by
tration officials, who abruptly notified the erippled vets, most [the At Corps at Sampson, N. Y., the State “had no alternative”
of whom are doomed to spend their lives in wheel chairs be-|[but’ to' negotiate for the return of Halloran as a mental
cause of shattered spines, that they will all be dispersed Jf’psbi."hi-'. .
by Feb. 15. ! 2% Tiapning pointed out that the State has institutions
The men are being sent to VA hospitals in the Bronx,|fequipped, such as the VA Kingsbridge Hospital, and staffed
Framingham, Mass., and Richmond, Va., despite VA pledges|ifor the specialized care that the paraplegics require.
that they could stay at spacious Halloran on Staten Island,| ™ .The bitterness of the veterans was focused on the lack
i/ %0f long-range planning by the Veterans Administration in
| *Washington, who, they feel, should keep them together at
. the Ft. Hamilton Hospital, Brooklyn. The original plan was
"t0 Keep them together at Halloran in two wings until a new
° center is. completed in Manhattan,
, : o . .+ &% AGerman sniper’s bullet smashed the spine of ex-Sgt.
Westines \F“ George Stewart, 35, in the battle of the Siegfried Line, six
o mgmg—half years ago. He has not walked since.
s the last two years he has divided his life between
Haloran and his home at 90-14 217th st., Queens Village, where
his wife, Anne, and their son, George, 8, live.
He shares the common de-+
spondency that has clgpgieg._:ft':pe aron-:pius - AU THOW

wards at Halloran. = Pomg s ' ?’l'f : ]
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Continued an Page 17, Column 2,

.- “Y feel there are enough par-"| 1rem-TAr63,546. s
. aplegics- in_ the. metrﬂtn hospital ewnmvfgm

¥ory o et
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‘" '“we could easily be put in the
¥t. Hamilton Hospital which
would be accessible to the vets
here and New Jersey and their
families. Kingsbridge Hospital
is over-crowded,” he said.
Suffering from bed sores, 2
common complication that adds
torture to the paraplegics, he
hasn’t been home in months,
| “Now we must suffer for the
jack of planning,” he said.




