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dictated the decision to turn Halloran Hospital on Staten Island
back to the State, although the VA held a lease on the hospital
until Dee. 31, 1952. As part of the deal, the State is surrender-
ing the Sampson Naval Air Base to the Air Forces. The 1,500
elderly mental patients, housed by the State at Sampson, are be-
ing moved to Halloran. M

The paralyzed veterans have no mingham, Mass., and McGi
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the Veterans Administration in| that the Veterams Administra-
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; Cushing Hospital, Far-| paraplegics could be kept under
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WANT FORT HAMILTON.
Instead of being sent out-of-
State or to crowded Kingsbridge
Hospital, the crippled veterans
have suggested that all of Hallo-
ran’s paraplegics be transferred to
the modern, 22-story Brooklyn
Veterans Hospital at Fort Hamil- i
ton. They point out that facilities
for care of paraplegics could be
quickiy installed in Brooklyn.

But to this the Veterans Ad-
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1(urnished a four-room apanxr)nen
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S. I, so he could be near e
hospital to receive daily trea
mel;\:ralyzed when his Army jgep
turned over in Germany during
the war, Panepinto said:
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ministration has turned thumbs
down, asserting Brooklyn Hos-
pital was geared for a fast
turn-over of general medical
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Typical of the reaction from
veterans’ groups to the closing of
Halloran was this statement from
Maurice Stember, New York State
Adjutant of the Legion:

“This misfortune to our para-
Iyzed veterans can be traced to
the same stumbling and lack of
planning which has character-
ized the Veterans Administra-
tion under Gen. Carl R. Gray.”

CATHOLIC VETS IN FIGHT,

Terence Rempel, commander of
the New York County Chapter
of the Catholic War Veterans,
said his organization has not only
sent wires and letters to Wash-
ington but has lodged a formal
protest with Gov. Dewey. Rempel
added:

“The paraplegics are using
only two wings of Halloran and
it seems to me that there is
.ample space for them there un-
til an adequate paraplegic cen-
ter can be established in New
York.

“With the fighting in Korea
and the prospect of another
war, it was foolish of the Vet-
erans Administration to release
Halloran until ifs lease ran out
at the end of 1952,

“The treatment of these
paraplegics is directly contrary
to the State’s policy of giving
preferential aid to disabled vet-
erans, Perhaps Gov. Dewey can
work out a plan whereby these
men can remain at Halloran.”
Sidney A. Levy, Brooklyn com-

mander of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, branded, the removal
of the paraplegics from Halloran
as “a callous thing and definitely
unwarranted.” He said:

“The closing of Halloran will

work A great hardship on those

men who have wives and fam-

ilies established in homes in

the area of the hospital. It i§




