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- Halloran’s Closedown

o After all the efforts to retain it, Hall-
. oran VA Hospital is about to close down, a
-» . vietim of a chain of circumstances. )
* ..  This time we can see no way of keep-
i ing Halloran here, even in part. L |
‘While the suddenness of the latest move
shock veterans and persons employed
.t the institution, there seems to be no w
out. joo
¢ The reason for the action is simple. The
expanding Air Force took over the former
< Sampson naval base, where the state had
+ "hospital facilities for mnearly a thousand
2 mental defectives, Already short of beds
£ for these patients, the state has been forced
+$0 demand the full area at the Willowbrook,
institation for the use for which it

. eriginally intended, . ; £ﬁ§
In a few weeks the federal veterans': .

.. VOL. 65

A

!
4

| agency will have moved out and the;
| state will be rushing necessary adjust.'
# . ments for the fullscale care of mental;.’
% defectives, S

No one had expected Halloran to last}
“indefinitely as a veterans facility, but few
bad expected the closedown so quickly. 3
< But there is no time to bemoan the|
', Passing of Halloran, for all its brilliant}
record during the war and the years that|

i
% . Onue of the basic problems to be mat
i for the adequate care of Staten Islau?”
7 Veterans in need of it. :
" The Veterans Administration now has
only a contact office here. It provides only

..the first step in procedure veterans must
d,}'nde through. .
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the scene, there is a definite need for the
“establishment of a medieal service for veter-
- " ans in this borough, if only on a part-time
basis. 2
The matter of traveling time enters
into this problem. Veterans in need of
medical service will have to spend many ;
hours, if not days, in going to other :
boroughs and areas to arrange and
qualify for assistance. The outpatient
problem is a particularly pressing one.
A regional service setup may work well
in other cases, but Staten Island becaus:
of its transportation problem needs specia;.’
attention for adequate care of veterans,
Steps should be taken to keep the situa<

tion from becoming impossible for Staten
Island veterans.
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‘adults, to its present 2,047 pa-
nt ¢ensus. : ‘
eed for additional facilities was
ted because the hospital at the
fner' Sampson Naval Base has
" taken from the state by the
Force.
_#PWe VA expects that the transfer
of Halloran patients will involve
ightly more than 200.men.
paraplegic veterans will be
0. other hospitals, as yet not
and the 76 tuberculosis pa-
will have a choice of trans
. VA-institutions in Batavia o1
unt, N. Y,, or Farmingham
Of the 315 general, medica
urgical patients now at H»al:
most will have completed
ent by the Feb. 15 deadline;
'who have not will be trans-

¥

Feb. 15 Deadline Set; .M;l'_

- Little Chance Seen , %, Ui"ier
o Rescind Decision * i~ voih
*uBy ALLEN H. PEARSALL %

4 AT
:f,Agmther retain-Halloran VA, H 5
move started today as the fa-
ility prepared to meet a six-
eyaguation deadline. e
~ 1¥here appeared little likelihood§
\sshag an appeal to keep the he
¥tal would be fruitful, since theder
sefsion to return the propexty to
»the state’s Willowbrook Sehuook: fas
Mo ‘yesterday in a joint|statew |
\ument from Gov. Thomas E. Bewey) |{
m\:eterans Administra
g i3 : e it £ 1 will be
ol Y i 7 dloran staff personnel w:
3 f:l étfloel;‘ 31Ae hg;ca}t}:;)‘zm:i reaggigned to nearby VA hospitals,
tients and reassignment Jo¥° 98§ reassembled at a new hospi-
€és by Feb. 15, so thaé thé a. robably in East Orange, N. J.
can return to state costiol i an employes may have an op-
1. The second six-week' Pefi tunity to transfer, but their sta-
‘{8 meeded to convert the VA" has not yet been clarified. |
tﬁ care of mental patief he next six weeks will be de-
od i} d to transfers of patients and
\ﬁ‘ 5 rsonnel, followed by the redistri-
Mion of VA supplies and equip-
t to other installations.
Renovation Planned i
y-'The period between Feb. 15 and
{April 1 also will be spent readying
the Halloran buildings for use by
the® Willowbrook School, including
Lredecorating, equipping and fur-
A™! Inishing.
14 ! Willowbrook now has a staff of
&!. including 337 ward workers,
While the increase in the number
of patients will not tax the facili-
tdes, built to handle 3,100, an in-
erease of perhaps 200 employes will
be needed after April 1.
u-Willowbrook has operated as a
s state mental school since Jan. 1,
1947, when it took over 40 per cent
of ‘the property used during World
War II as Halloran General Hospi-
tal, Additional land and buildings
were added under the agreement
reached last April.
" The fight to prevent the establish-
ment of the Willowbrook School
pivaled the attempt to retain Hal-
Joran as a VA facility.
Lﬂ_But in 1938, Island opposition to

Lease to Dec. 31, 1958 ;‘5‘[
..Zhe.announcement that.the Vieter
ang Administration would relingpis
itsy30 per cent of the Willowbroak
‘area was unexpected since the VAR
JAease runs until Dec. 31, 1952,
Granting of the lease now.]
surrendered . was won last Apy
after a month-long fight by T
eivic_and veteran leaders. Rd
other, fight loomed today. $1a
Ao In yWashington,
Mame J. Murhy_degla—riNe
cghensed with in the New York-ares;
theeause of the present world-sitae
“satien,” and prepared to )
‘«fivee  his bill calling for Aegderal;
sPurchase of Halloran propeyiy: for,
H5265,000,000.” i#rig b
The original bill, drawn'in 1948
@ied:sfn committee because ‘the VA
was¥uot interested in buylng thd
site from the state. T nwond
To Confer With Dewey
In the state capital, the Tsiand4
three representatives werq’ ischies
Ao, confer with Dewey, W
6 reasons for the stey,‘" i

ment in behalf of State Se

_ at 3 ‘the school was overruled by Mayor

afor John M. Braisted Jr. aud? LaGuardia and the Board of Esti-,

i Blyinan Willlam N. Rejdy," Jpate, and three years later the

F himself, declared b ,000,000 project was constructed.
i at they did not kn

Retention Committee Formed
wArguments to make Halloran a
rmanent fixture began in 1949,
0 years after the Willowbrook
s set up, and resulted in the for-
tion of the United Veterans Com-
ttee of Richmond for the Reten-
n of Halloran VA Hospital.

hief points were Halloran’s cen-

ar;}ﬁ and its $6,800,000 annual pay-
roll.

When the Veterans Administra-

ike many e
for the retention
loran Hospital only last y
“ed that the matter had
tled, at least until the

learn of this latest decision, which'
may seriously retard the recovery
of 450 patients and bring hardship
to over 900 employes, the majority

of whom is living on Staten Iqq tion announced last March that it
fand.” | would cease operation of Halloran
Prepare for Transfers { three months later, the storm of
Meanwhile, Hallorqr'l officials  protest streamed from the Island to

readied for the transfer of patients:
as the first step. Just whehn the ac—;
tual transfers will begin depends;
upon the availability of space ln}
other hospitals, but the move will,
start “as soon as possible.” !

Willowbrook State School officials
also are standing by for further or-
ders concerning the changeover,
scheduled to add 960 patients, most-

(Turn to page 5)

Washington and Albany, In April,
Gov. Dewey told an Island dele-|
gation that the VA had been grant-
ed a lease until Dec. 31, 1952,

Both VA and state mental hy-
giene department officials feel that
further argument to retain Hallor-
an would be to no avail. They point
out that the need for the entire
Willowbrook institution by the state
was created by a military emer-
gency, caused by the Air Force

taking over the Sampson hospital
facilities.



