. Visitors at Willowbrook State School take a serious view of things as they visit children |[° ISlanders the work, trials, prob
in walkers in one of the wards at the big Department of Mental Hygiene facility. Miss
h Smith, right, senior social worker, is in charge of the group.
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ten Island citizens, right, get a behind-the
on the grounds of the Department of Mental Hygiene’s Willowbrook State School, as

Clinical Demonstrations,
Children at Study, Play
Shown Civic Leaders

Willowbrook State School, the
controversial institution which will
expand as Halloran VA Hospital
grows smaller, was revealed yes\ter—
day as one of Staten Island’s “big”
facilities, a facility which calls for
community understanding.
More than 40 citizens, heads of
various Island civic, welfare and
city agencies, were told that. the
Willowbrook school comprises &
“necessary part of the community
health program.”
The occasion was the school’s
first “Institute on Mental Defici-
ency,” and was designed, according
to Dr. Harold H. Berman, the
school’s director, to make known

lems and‘;aligérart‘;g:ts.}::n;he school. decision on the Willowhrook-Hallo-
So thorough was this process of |T21 situation, under which Halloran
revelation that th.e Islanders saw|MUSt release nearly halfﬂits il
actual clinical demonstrations of|PUildings for use bva‘HOWbm-Ok’
cases treated at Willowbrook. They gii;fm the school's expansion
saw, at first hand, the school's e A
¥ . & & Meanwhile, various aspects of the
p{:gram In action, at class and at school’s training program, occupied
p'f};ey saw a group of mentally with medical treatment of patients,
deficient children perform a square }‘;{fbs ezﬁbf?‘figiné)ypsgﬁat3}2{{0"
Sy ok savantae o the s COTATLY DroBen. a1
PR mental deficiency and to the schoo!,
g:gmj’s :lfar';ln]gl n:ig::“zarggmiegs' itself, were told by Miss Elizabeth
into health recreation, P Smith, senior social worker at Wil-
More than 1,000 me;ltally etied lowbrook. She stressed that there
ed persons are already being treated t:; nle.li({iefx?s“tatx?g ":’):Zml‘lvl:)!;}s\.’ a(&l_l:ut'ﬁi
erteréhfolfmwmg institution, ~they school, and so help remove the
The p.rugram gave - aveeail “stigma ‘attached to mental defic-
evidence that the school looks to a|l€n¢Y Ward is Home
bright and growing future here, 3 9
but little mention was made by Dr,| Ward service at the school was
Berman and other officials as to desuribe{i by Miss‘ lFlorcnr'e Good-
how expansion will actually come field, chief supervising nurse, who
about. emphasized that the ward, in effect,
Dr. Berman pointed out that|becomes the “child’s home,” and,
clarification of the procedure is|that the ward personnel take on|
still awaited, although the recent|“@ll the duties of any homemaker.” |
e Lz o In vivid clinical demonstratio: s,
various children were brought be-
S i fore the group to make clear the
x A 3 various types of problems, relating
-fence view of children at p]a'y to the mentally retarded, which |
Willowbrook must deal with, now|

@ : : s B & : ’ and in the future, |
part of an “Institute on Mental Deficiency”” to acquaint the community with the school’s The aquare dance, a’ cllmax to the|
work. B » explanatory phase of the program,

was presented under the supervi-
sion of Miss Sara Leigh Bertschi,
assistant recreation instructor.
Following a dinner served in the
school's main dining hall, the Is-
landers were taken on a tour of
wards and the grounds. y



