.STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

April 12, 1950
e Wy

° e a ~ ye
Legislators | Believe~
VA to Retain:Part

R s e o o S TR,

Bratsted. Curry and Reidy Issue Stalameat: oran‘Retention U
ting * i st : . gy
e e rerside, (Of Legion Raps Decisio

and ailing veterans.
Fight to Retain

tup

)

Confidence that at least a section
of Halloran VA Hospital would be
retained to care for veterans was

They stated that they have, in|

tention of Halloran would be o
the last few weeks, gathered consid-!

9 g avail.

expressed today by the Island's|eraple information on the need for| Fqcﬂ]ty Goes On, “The need for such facilities
fthree state s despite t Hal from both vet-| . is apparent. Recently 30 be
continued flow of patients and per-|erans and hospital officials, and are, Staies Ch(nrmcln in Marine E

preparing to present these facts to'
the governor at a conference he has;
to hold with them. &
Work for Retention =/
Braisted, Reldy and Curry have
been,working to retain the Willow-!
brook hospital ever since plans to
shut it doWwn were announced last
month. As the result of a confer-
ence held with Dewey, the gover-
nor agreed to make a special inves-
tigation of the problem, the results
of which are expected to be an-
nounced by the end of the month,
It has been widely rumored that
the state will agree to letthe VA
retain a part of the institution until.
d hospital facilities for vet-
erans can be made available i{n,
other parts of the city. 5 5
Pending final decision, howe
the VA is continuing tp
patients and employes to
in Peekskill and
Brooklyn.

sonnel to other institutions.

A joint by S |
Hohn M. Braisted Jr., and Assem-
‘blymen Edward V. Curry and Wil

L N. Reidy declared that “we be-

¢ an equitable agreement can

will be reached between the

te of New York and the Veter-

ans Administration for the re-leas-

ling of as much of the present Hallo-

ran space as is absolutely essential

F(vr the adequate care and proper

{treatment of veteran patients still
{hospitalized.” -

The - legislators said that
transfer of several hundred pa-
tients to other VA facilities “re-

duces to some extent the amount
Nl ho:plul space required at Hal-

taken away because there
cilities in Halloran,

“Last week, Ellis Island :
Hospital was closed. With the |
uation of Halloran, \‘.hmwll&

{

Cornelius Bregoff, chairman of
the American Legion retention com-
mittee for Halloran VA Hospital|
land past county commander, last
night rapped the decision to evacu-
itf theml’\olpiul and return the ‘hﬁu‘m" hare.
property to the Willowbrook State| “It seems strange that in a
School. He also criticized what helof national emergency when.w
called the “further-argument-to-re-{on the brink of war the Vi
.tain-Hallor: 1d-be-t; - avail’ on such a vital nes
attitude of the state Mental Hygiene hospitals. This is a 'I-'mc y
Department and Veteran Adminis-|need more beds, not less.
tration officials. “We intend to_

Bi et

th

xpressed faith in Governor
cognition of' the obliga-

) 4 S S Hospifa
: " BedsReturned
ToUsebyVA

(From page 1)

Returned to VA"

Public Health Service which said

'Are

ice-connected cases will also be
treated. |

Island Veterans
Win Fightfor
Use of Facility
By ROBERT D. FARRELL

A measure of relief for Island

at the time that there were enough
beds in Halloran VA Hospital for

{veterans. That act preceded the

return of Halloran to the state. |

Return of the 30 beds was engin-
eered by Congressman James J.
Murphy at ‘fhe: request of the Le-

Work on the return of the 30
beds started last Monday after the
results of the conference between
Veterans Administrator Carl R.
Gray Jr. and Mitchell and Richard
F. Daly, past county commander,
were made known.

A telegram was sent by Raymond
‘Warshaw, county service officer, to
Congressman Murphy advising him |
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'was granted yesterday when the|
A

Legion the re-|em a % ’:c‘nm: h;z:ﬁﬁ ':git that Island veterans were without |
7 a] an
t“r:'ldi!c‘:.lon of 30 beds in Marine|than keep the beds occupied. How- ‘ospltl beds and ui’.f"if,‘ﬁuf,"ci }1;:
’H“::pluL . ever, if any of the beds are un- 30 B e VA s ,

vccupied, other general medical
and surgical patients may use the
Marine Hospital facilities if cleared|
by the VA. g ’
Servil cases will be|
given priority; - Mitchell pointed|
ut, nop-serv-
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These beds will be available im-|
mediately for veterans needing|
emergency and acute chronic medi-
cal and surgical care, John E.
Mitchell, county Legion

o A S R

, announced. - d been madé bev Ny
The facilities in Marine Health hServicemnn‘d tthe““’A bteodsm
recently reclaimed the P . sume the contract for the A
i AR A S e 34 sed the:“prompt and

11-prai:
{successful” action of Congressman|
Murphy and expressed his appre-f
ciation on behalf of the Legion.
Joseph' S. Decker Camp, Spanish:
American War Veterans, also had
joined in the fight for the return
of the beds by sending a copy of
a resolution to that effect draftedf,
at its Jan, 10 meeting to Congress-
‘man Murphy.

A "Hos
‘The pa
[|Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Asso-
+|ciation, were bitter about the im-
i ing transfer of s para-|
“|plegics to VA hospitals in Rich-|
mond, Va., and Framingham, Mass.
‘They bore aloft signs charging|
broken promises and asking why|
they could not be transferred to
Fort Hamilton VA Hospital 'in
Brooklyn. i
Robert Moss, executive secretary|:
of the association, who led the
picket line, said the transfer order|
will tear many paraplegics from
their families. Others will take|
their discharges against medical ad-|
vice, rather than undergo the sepa-
ration, he said.
3 Kingsbridge Rapped
| "Moss charged that Kingsbridge|
VA Hospital in Bronx, where it is|
expected 55 of the vets will be
sent, has no facilities to care for
paraplegics, and that it is over-
crowded. Suggestions that para-
plegics be shifted to Fort Hamilton
have met with no response, he said.
He said the PVA would wire Vet-
erans Administrator Gen. Carl
Gray, protesting the shutdown, due
to take effect Feb. 15. He expressed
the hope that the hospital could be
kept open until paralyzed veterans| |
can receive adequate treatment at
another institution in the New York
area,
Dr. Arthur Abramson, in charge,
of paraplegics'at Kingsbridge, said
afterwards that the VA could not
be considered responsible for sepa-
rating veterans from their families,
that they were being sent to hospi-
tals where they would receive the|:
best of care. '
The Kingsbridge institution, he
said, will ultimately be ablé to care|t
for 100 paraplegic cases. «
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