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Can Halloran be retained? Is there still |
‘enough time to keep the VA facility on the
Island for another year or two? ! |
The answer is definitely no — unless
state and VA officials work much more
quickly.
It's clear that, if Governor Dewey’s
' committee investigating the possible ex-

. -tension of the VA’s lease on the Willow-
. brook institution doesn’t report until '
i late this month, the case for the reten.
- tion of Halloran is lost. Ha
VA plans call for the last of the pa-
‘tients to-be transferred to other facilities
¢ ' by June 1. By the beginning of May only]
'~ long-term patients will be left here. /'
Therefore it’s imperative that the gov-
ernor be urged to speed the work of his
committee. The facts and the alternatives
to the termination of the VA’s lease should
"7 have been gathered by the state weeks ago.!
‘ How else could the state have de- ;!
cided not to renew the agreement? So

it shouldn’t take very long to review
the facts and decide whether a. com- !

: - i promise could be reached. 1
REPUBLICANS LISTENING joyfully to our very able and Circumstances impell haste. The - wel-i
likeable Governor, Thomas E. Dewey, announcing the reten- fare of hundrpds -of patients and the plans'
tion of Halloran Hospital for Veterans’ use. From left to of their families are affected. And there are
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right are Leo D’A. Balbach, second district commander of Ly the hundreds of employes who must be given

the American Legion; Assemblyman Frank - McMullin, of ’ the utmost consideration. 3

Brooklyn: J. Joyce Klinger, Staten Island law and civic To send ailing veterans to upstate in-

worker; George W. Gatz: Edward A. Ruppell, Republican v stitutions; at a considerable distance from

County chairman, and Frank A. Pavis. ‘ their homes, would be unfair—if the close-

| . down of Halloran isn’t necessary. Veterans

\ | who have applied for hospitalization also

Thank You Governor! 31 have a serious problem. _The action, on

One of the basic causes behind the problem of the hos- | ﬁiﬂgﬁ;‘ f:zﬁitigwi'gd ﬂ;cil;e;e:dmlttance Ly

pital program is because the Veterans’ Administration has | A ST

been guilty of delaying work in its hospital program. We ! g Employes H sy categones‘ o
have been told of plans. for the last three or four years for a . being hit hard by the delayed decision
hospital at 23rd Street. If something is done soon we may : on the lease. Their chances of being
have this hospital before 1953. Actually it should be finish- ! released by Halloran so that they can

‘ ed in 1952, .« - Join the staffs at other VA ir'lstitutioz_ls 3
' The Veterans’ Administration is also behind in its - .are dimmed when the decision is in

schedule at Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn. It cannot be denied & doubt. 3

that Children’s. hospitals it New York State are desperately ; T T
overcrowded. At Letchworth Village the patients are sleep- g
ing two in one bed and mattresses are out in the halls,

It is a desperately crying problem for the State of New
York. Many of the children are those of veterans,

‘Governor Dewey’s solution assures fair treatment for

vetera;:s and children alike at Halloran. It was very fortu- \ . filling vacancies. i

nate that Edward A. Ruppell and his associates participated '] i Consider a typical 1 i

in this public spirited service. It is refreshing to find a ' i served in the 1a¥) Waren:sagy:;np’ﬁl;zdman
political organization interested in, civic and charitable af- : the VA at Halloran after his dischargz
fairs. 3 . Only recently he purchased a home here

and is now spending time and money in
© modernizing it. Should he now stop his re-
| i pairs and sell? Should he continue in the
hope of landing a spot in a nearby VA hos-
pital? Should he sell and make plans to
move upstate?

These are just a few of the human
elements in the Halloran case—from the
standpoint of the patients and staff at
the Willowbrook institution,

On 'the other side of the ledger, not
yet told in complete detail, is the story and
the tragedy of the mentally defective who
need hospitalization. The state says it needs
the bed space for them, ! !

It’s_a situation that needs clarification,

. but a situation that will not be Solved by

long-term parleys. .
Governor Dewey is being fair in agree-
ing to review the case, but his special com-
‘ mittee cannot take weeks in its study.



