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refusal on the part of the State of
New York to renew the lease on

the Willowbrook' property to the™

veterans administrator will result
in the suffering of considerable
hardship to 1,200 veteran patients
through their removal, while bed-

ther, a well-trained, efficient or
ganization of hospital employes
numbering 1,500 will be broken up
and scattered.

“May I respectfully and earnestly
appeal to you to authorize the ex-
tension of the lease to the veterans
administration through 1952, or uns
til convenient provisions are made
for the care of the patients now at
Halloran.”

The newly-appointed members of
the Willowbrook State School board
of visitors—former Judge C. Ernest
Smith, J. Joyce Klinger and Frank
A. Pavis — plan to see Governor
Dewey Monday. They will be ace
companied by Leo DA, Balbach,
second district commander of the
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Advised by Island veterans that
a numbér of patients were trans-
ferred from Halloran to a Brook-
lyn hospital this week, Congress-
man James J. Murphy immediately
took up the matter with Major O.
W. Clark, deputy administrator of
the VA here.

“Major Clarke told me that no-
evacuation of patients at Halloran
Hospital has started, ner will start
juntil the governor has clarified the
situation,” Murphy said.

Routine Transfers

“I was advised by the major that
a few patients were sent to the new
veterans’ hospital at Fort Hamil-
ton on Tuesday and Wednesday of
this week, but these were cardiac
cases in the stage of convalescence
and their transfer was routine. The
major said they would have been

transferred even if Halloran Hospi-
tal ' were a permanent veterans’
facility.”

' Murphy said he ‘was assured
.again by Major Clarke that it will
|be several weeks at least before the -
VA will take any, steps toward evac-
luation of the patients of Halloran
'Hospital and that by that time the
entire situation should be cleared
up. . i - .
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