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This is not to say that Halloran will be
retained or that even there is a good
chance of it. But the road is not yet closefl.

We still believe that the needs of the
state Department of Mental Hygiene can be
compromised with those of the VA.

. The state’s need can hardly be more
*pressing now than it was six months or a
year ago. Undoubtedly many mentally
defective children should be receiving hos-
pital care, but perhaps some adjustment
can be made in the full acquisition of the
Willowbrook institution. -

Unless a compromise is reached 1,300
patients at Halloran will be transferred to
other facilities in the state, some of them at
a considerable distance from their homes.

: Discussion of Halloran’s. status covers

much more than buildings and their control.
Hundreds of lives will be affected, ailing
veterans, mentally ~defective children and,
working personnel.

The decision cannot be based alone on
dollars, numbers of buildings and statisties.
There is a great human factor. :

«  “Your ‘lease is up, depart,” may.be
_ applicable to a straight business enterprise,
: ‘ = but Halloran presents greater problems than
¢ that. < : '




