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I.eglslators

' Talk Will. Be Held -

Followmg Close '
Of Albany Session

" By JACK REYCRAFT

Governor Thomas E. Dewey will
jconfer with the Island’s three leg-
islators later this week on renewal
of the Veterans Administration’s
lease on Halloran Hospital, State
Senator John M. Braxsted Jr.,, said
Itoday. v

The conference will be held,
Braisted said, after the close of the
legislative session, which may come
‘late today or early tomorrow.

Braisted said that he had receiv-
ed a telegram from the chief medi=
cal director af the Veterans Admin-
‘istration, stating that the VA “des
sires to continue to operate Hal-
loran Hospital” until the new VA

s

facility on 23rd street, Manhattan,‘

is completed in 1952 or 1953. *

“Now we can be certain that the.

objection to continuance of Hal-
loran as a VA center was from
{Albany,” Braisted said. “And we
have definite proof that if the state
consents, the VA wi]l operate the

hospital.” y
- Because the state declined to re-
new its lease, the VA announced
last week that Halloran would be
shut down in June, with patients
transferred to other veterans facil-
ities in city and state. The state
cited the need for the buildings for

originally was built.

care of the mentally retarded, the |
purpose for which the instltution.

B ! |

tesolution” "asking . tha he ' staté
give the VA a three-year lease on
the buildings. His motion for an
immediate vote was.defedated. To<
day he will ask ‘the Senate Coms-
mittee on Finance’to: report the
‘measure for a vote,

¢ Assemblymen Edward V. Curry
‘and William N, Reidy were mars
shaling support for a concurrent
resolution in the Assembly. Curry
said that if the Rules Committee
did not report the bill gut he and
Reidy would take the floor to move
it out for consideration.

Braisted, in his speech before the
Legislature, declared that veterans
in the ’metropolitan area were
“amazed” to learn that the hospi-
tal would be closed down June 30,
“despite the fact the Veterans Ad-
ministration is re‘ady and willing to
carryion’ "}

“We owe it to the veterans to at '
least grant an extension of time by
‘renewing | the lease for three
| years,” he stated, “so facilities will
be available to them when the hos-v
pital is eventually closed. i

s Seeks Support

“I hope the governor will remem-
ber these veterans. I hope all the
veterans in the Legislature -will
-support this resolution, The dis-

£

|abled veterans are countlng on us

tat this time.”

Vocal support for the resolutlon
icame from a fellow sénator, M
'Deoptatis, Brooklyn Democrat, w

also expressed astonishment at the~

precipitous action.

© “It means that when ‘the lease
terminates June 30,
“1,307 veterans will be tossed out
and sept to' places thtoughout the ;
state.

“Many of these .veterans have |

(Turn to page 2)
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he said,

appen fo. .them?’ Are \ﬁley
going “to yfollow. the \patlents “likg
nomads?' | R
2 § weonder how grateful thé
' people ot our state are when they
can see these mamed sick and
.wounded moved out. The least we,
land the governor can dé is to see
|that the lease is extended for three
{years, by which time additional
facilities will . bé available in ‘Man-
hattan. ,

More than 300 telegrams to Gov-
ernor Dewey urging that the lease
be renewed were dispatched yester-
day afternoon by employes of the
hospital, many of whom will lose
their jobs as a. result of the shut-
down.

Tuberculosis and paraplegic pa-
tients likewise flooded the gover-
nor with protest telegrams. An
estimated 400 telegrams were dis-
patched last night and this mbérn-
ing, with hospital clerks serving as
couriers for patients too ill to leave
their 'beds. Tuberculosis patients
are to be transferred to Batavia and
‘paraplegics to Kingsbridge VA
‘Hospital in Bronx. ety

Conference After Sesslon

Senator Braisted said that he
'spoke. to Paul Lockwood, Gover-
nor Dewey’s .executive assistant,
late yesterday afternooh, and that
Lockwood told him the governor
would see: the three Island legisla-
tors after the session. Dewey’s aide,
he said, pleaded that the hectic
rush of the closing legislative ses-
sion, ‘and particularly the battle in
behalf of the rent coritrol law, made
it impossible for an earher appomt-
ment.

Curry expressed regret at this
news. He said that he, Braisted and
Reidy had rounded up\“at least 25"
legislators who are veterans, and
‘had intended to take them in with
them when, they saw Dewey, Be-
icause of the homeward rush alf the
iclose of the ‘session, he said, thef
number of the delegation ;may . be;
whittled’ down‘ considerably. %

Curry’s resolution was _introduc~
led Monday. Braisteds’ was!submit-
ted by unammous consent yester-
»day, because the Senate doeés not

Jtccept ew measures on: Mondayé
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