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ssenators and assemblymen and later
“snowball” the drive so that the
entire city supports the move, Bal-
bach said.
* * *

ACCORDING to Balbach, Louis
A. Drago, state department com-
mander; Maurice Stender, depart-
ment adjutant; George A. Mead, de-
partment rehabilitation _director,
and Joseph Piccirrello, deputy city
welfare commissioner and depart-
ment rehabilitation chairman, plan-
ned to see Governor Dewey last
night in an attempt to convince
him the state executive that the

state should renew the federal
lease. )
Balbach expressed the senti-

ments of the group, stating, “We're
not taking this thing sitting down
by any means, even if a number of
public ofﬁcxals said nothmg could
'be done.”

He said that last September'there
‘were about 5,000 VA hospital beds
in the city, and that they have
‘been gradually decreased.

i Bemoaning the loss of 1,100 beds
if Halloran closed, Balbach added
that the “load is increasing in the
number of vets who need hospitali-
| zation.”

* *-

THE LEGION leader charged,
“We're going back to the days af-
ter World War I when during the
first five years after the war more
‘veterans died on the streets be-
'cause of the lack of hospital beds
than were actually Kkilled in the
'war itself.”

In answer to critics who might
say “why not go along with the
state and use private hospitals,”
Balbach said, “There are apparent-
ly waifing lists in private hospi-
tals too.” ‘

Balbach, who originally intro-
duced a move for the retention of
Halloran during the war, said that
he is still not yet convinced that
he is fighting a losing battle.

He thought that “the citizens will
be behind us in this fight in which
we’re going without kid gloves and
not bound by regulations.” Bal-
bach explained that the council
had no by-laws, but was just inter-
ested in keeplng Halloran 4

*

‘.

winds” by the state taking over
the institution.

The Legionnaire said that if the
former plans of the VA had been
adhered to in keeping Halloran un-
til a new VA ‘hospital is built in
lower Manhattan, then the employ-
es of Halloran could move over as
a “solid unit.”

He warned that the Brooklyn
Hospital near Fort Hamilton would
not be ready in time, and that the
Bronx institution 1is overloaded
now. : :

In attempting to explain why the
state refuses to renew its lease to
the VA, Balbach said, “We don’t
know whether the fault lies in Al-
bany or Washington.”

In a brief statement, Mezger
said of the situation, “It’s the got-
tenest thing that ever came down
the pike. We're going all out
against it—right cléan to national
headquarters in Washmgton

* 8 %

SPEAKING for the Spanish War
Veterans, Gaylor said, “We were
very much put out about it, and as
a veterans’' organization fought to

retamed in view of the fact that
for the past seven years it certain-
ly has maintained a g6od program
for the rehabilitation of veterans,”
he declared.

However, he said he thought that
if the hospital must close down,
the veterans in the other boroughs
and communities would “do their
best for the veteran patients.”

Major Charles J. Speilman, com-
mander of Austin H. Evans Chap-
ter, Disabled American Veterans.
stated that he hoped that veterans
would ‘unite and appeal to politxcal
leaders. ‘

Spielman said,. "The disabled
vcterans will join their comrades
in doing everything possible to
have Halloran restored as a further’
domicile for the treatment of vet-
erans.”

A little weight was added to the|
apparent “lost cause” last night|
when three units—Borough Presi-
dent of Richmond Post, American
Legion, and Snee and Richmond

{
r |

County Posts, VFW — went on re-

cord protesting the removal of the
hospital ;

-

have this retained when the Army
originally left it.

for its retention now. A loss of a
$6,000,000 payroll on Staten Island
is not easy for Staten Island'-to
take.” o
prised at the move, reaffirmed Bal-
bach’s stand, stating, “The Ameri-~
can Legion is opposed to the elos-

every effort to have it remain open
as a VA hospital until a new VA
hospltal is opened in Manhatta i

L

“We'll certainly continue to hght £

Daly, who said that he was sur— b

ing at this time and will fight with "
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A STATEMENT for the Ca olic
War Veterans and Eugene Higgins, {i
county commander, was.made by
Dr. Thomas Larocca, past oounw
commander. :
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ACCORDING TO Balbach the.
“coordmated team of personnel atj

m the clasfng‘of Halloran VA
Hosplthl i mne virtually a cer-
tainty, leeders"ét the major* Tsland
veterans organizations last night
bnnded tqgethegwto make a lhst
ditch stafid ‘i&“““sav the lhs’citutfon

, th “‘hox?tal’s confer-
ence, room behind closed doors the
representatIVes wete tu‘st "Gofficlal-
ly” informed .of ‘the cTosing pro-
red P. aUpshurL
-t i . )V I

Kermeth S. Covey, asslstant man-
ager, later said that “the meeting
was a matter of courtesy to the ser-
vice organizations to acquaint them
with ‘the closing of Halloran.” - .

Under the direction-of Leo D'A.
Balbach, Second District command-

" Jthen w}ere formed ﬂxto thie United
{Veterars Council of Richmond for
© |the Retention of Halloren VA Hos-

- |“Halloran retention strategy.”

{lyn and Island congressmen, state

pltal. ;

; R R .
RIOHARD F. DALY county com-
mander of the legion, was named
chairman and Balbach ‘secretary.
Selected to the council were Cor-
nelius Bregoff, past county Legion
commander; Joseph Buckley, chef
de gare of Richmond Voiture, 40
and 8; William L. Gaylor, county
commander of the United  Spanish
{|War Veterans; Raymond S. War-
'|shaw of the Disabled American Vet-
erans; Rubin Goldwasser -of the
Jewish War Veterans; .Anthony
Hewang of -the Catholic War Vet-
erans; James P. Mezger, ‘county
Veterans of oreign .Wars com-
mander; Bernard-Quinn of the
‘Army and Navy Union, and Robert
A. Patterson of -the Marine Corps
League.’ 3

_This group lel meet Sunday with
a similar body in Brooklyn to plan

United, the two' groups hope to
get the backing of all the Brook-

er of the American Legion, the rep-

resentatives.of the various ‘groups!

(Turn to page 3)
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