Déen™ pives in :
that many of the employes will be
transferred if they Wwish, to other
veterans’ hospitals in thémetropol.
itan area, - o : i

“However, there are any - em-
ployes of this hospital, both pro-
fessional and maintgnance, who
have worked there seven or eight
years, first for the Army during the
Wwar and later for the Veterans Ag-

ployes have bought homes here ang
may not wish to 80 to another hor-
jough, : g

quire the addition of several hun-
dred employes to the school’s pay-
roll. He said that most of these wil]
have to be recruitel locally ang
that present employes of Halloran

work and should be best suited for,
continued employment there under
the state.” :

The borough Dresident said he
was advised that the state plans
to' begin occupying the, hospital’s

Hall said he Was not surprised
at the Veterans Administration’s de-
cision to surrender the hospital,

“Congressman Murphy and the
Island’s veteran organizations did
everything possible to have this
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culosis patients, |
1 Construction work at two hew,
VA facilities may hold up some |
‘transfers for a month or two. Thei
Fort Hamilton hospital in Brooke
Iyn, which was opened last month,

will  absorb Halloran’s general
medical and surgical patients, but
that *facility is not yet completed,
The new favility-at Peekskill will
‘take Halloran’s neuropsychiatrie
jcases, but it isn’t due to open until
'May. -
| Paraplegics to Kingsbridge

Paraplegies will g0 to the big
Kingsbridge VA Hospital, while
tubercular patients will be assign-
led to Batavia or Fort Hamilton
‘hospitals,

' Halloran’s facilities were expand.
ed only last year to care for 400
tuberculosis patients, .

One top VA official said the shuts
down can be explained simplys
l“.The state wouldn’t renew ouy
lease.”

In pleading for retention of Hal«
Iloran, VA |officials had told the
state that bed space at the Willow-
brook institution was vital to the
entire VA program in the city, Also
considered a “major” reason’ was

(Turn to page 2) .
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,ja bill to

o The cl
the community harq.

.

Covey,

~ 'said that

roll is
$1,200,000

absorb a

not immediately, for there will be
a time lag before the state facility
lis expandedq, ;

plies and other items,

Nine in every teh
Staten Islanders, Covey said, resid-;
ing on the Halloran 8rounds, rént-| .
ing apartments _in the borough er| ¥
owning homes here, 1

Some of that incéme may be re-|
tained here. Employes will be ‘as. x
signed to either the new Peekskill
or Fort Hamiltoh hospitals, accord-
ing to their choice and openings.
The state school is expected to

J."Murbhy " inf QR
have the federal govern-

‘{ment purchase the area. [
.| Now the state Says there.jis al
“pressing neeg” for-the va facility, |’
Ito expand the Willowbrook Statel
School for mental defectives,

osing is expected to hitj,

o -

$6,800,000 Payroll

the assistant manager,
the hospital’s annual pay-
$6,800,000, and another
is spent each year on sup-j{

-~

émployes are!

certain number, although

Doctors and other medical per-

sonnel w

ill be transferreq to other

VA facilities. Clerks, laborers and
Some trained technicians are the
most likely transférs to the state;
institution,

How m

State) is

mit your
into it.”

any will face discharge is

not known at this time.

Asked for his reaction to the an-
nouncement,
worked for the government for a
good many years. This (New York{

Covey said, “I've

my home. But if the|

government wants me to work in!
Wyoming, South Dakota or any-!
where else, T'll go. You don’t per-i

personal feelings to énterj




