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~ to meet the new de

© some quarters that the VA didn’t consider
- the Willowbrook layout too f

- they
- even for simple out-

nounced yesterday that Halloran VA Hos-
-Pital 48 to be closed as a veterans facility in|
June and the institution turned over to the
state for the use of the expanding Willow-
brook State School for mental defectives,
That’s a heavy blow to the entire com-
munity, veterans arnd non-veterans. |
" .The closing of Halloran was expected,
but not so soon. While it evas known in

avorably, ne-

- gotiations werb*being carried on' only twol
~months ago to extend the lease on . the
property for at legst two years. The federal
veterans administrator, Carl R. Gray Jr.,
and Governor Dewey met in Manhattan to
diseuss that very matter, '
+  Now the VA is to move out because of
“the state’s pressing need.”

This is no minor decision. It wil] |
affect virtually every phase of borough |
life.  The decision is equivalent to |
ordering a shutdown of a large indus. -
try as well as a major health agency.

Hundreds ‘of families will be affected
»«.merchants. . .and, by no means the least,
the veterans in need of medical care.

Many are the questions prompted by
this decision. Some ecall for an explanation
by veterans officials in Washington. Others
require a wait-and-see attitude before an
answer can be supplied. Some can’t be
answered.

It's still too early
VA’s plans, bu£ some t

to know all of the
acts are known. °
* *

VETERANS’ CARE—P
Halloran are to be trans
Peekskill, Bronx or Batavia facilities. That
isn’t as simple as it sounds. The new fa-
cility at Fort Hamilton isn’t completed .be-:
cause Army Engineers still occupy part of
the site; the facility at Peekskil] isn’t ex-
pected to be ready until May. That means
tight scheduling of transfers if the June
deadline is to be met. . sl

Competent observers note that hospitals
absorbing Halloran’s caseload will have, to
‘adjust their staffs probably enlarge them,

mand, . S

And what about Staten Island vet-
erans who need care? = @ -
" After years of finding it close at hand,
will now have to travel many miles
patient elinic work. '
e of the most import-
s being snatched fron:
‘population of 200,000
-easy access to other. veterans fad

A

atients now at|
ferred to Brooklyn,
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" This factor is on
ant. A VA facility i
a community with g
and no
cilities.
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" time, Obviously the

. An which to eclose o
|4 ports say firs

|
g
} & big shutdown.
{

’ Employes, Whever ;

) possible, are to bé
* glven a chan

ings in other installa-

i

facility conveniently,
Many employes had:
ed homes and settleq'
borough.

€an severe readjust.:
dividuals and many

- located within the city,
only recently purchas
. their families in this
b It's going to m
ment' for. many in,
families,
: There will be employment possibilities
i at Willowbrook State School, in addition to
. those at non-Island veterans £ cilities. But
' there will be a 'definite time %,ag between
i1 the closing of Halloran as a veterans facil-
ity and the expansion of the entire instity-
- tlon under state control. A y
Months will be required for a change:
over in the buildings alone. Then, too, the
administrative set-up will have to he organ-
ized and the mental patients assigned to
Willowbrook State School.
* *
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ECONOMICS—Tt doe

- at finance to fi
ing to mean to the com-
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sn’t take a wizard
gure out what the closing
at Halloran is goi
munity at large, : x

The annual payroll at Halloran amounts
to nearly $6,800,000. Tota] expenditures in
this borough, including payroll, amount to
$8,000,000.

Halloran has
if not the largest
ough.

- While Willowbrook State School will
have An expanding payroll, it’s not likely
that it will ever be equal to Halloran’s at
the present time, The kind of treatment!
given is a maj(:r fa;stor in the difference,

* *
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payroll in the bor.
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The Veterans

Administration cannot be
med for the de

cision to move out at this

t state refused to extend

its lease. The VA, as tenant, has no choice,
Officials will tell you that the VA
koped to retain Halloran until the pro-
Posed facility wag erected by Army En.
gineers on Manhattan’s East ‘8ide, be-

- tween 23rd and 25th streets. !

‘A gradual change was hoped for, Time

in which to make eareful adjustments, Time

ut Halloran slowly. -

't working out that way. Re-

t patient transfers may occur

k. ‘The weeks are few for such

o

“But it isn
within a wee

tention of Halloran will:
The VA will no longer have
o an Island faeility, * But the. VA will have|
./ to 'make ' other provisions : for borough
. Yeterans.: Ry

Pleas for VA re
get nowhere.” Th
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