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Committee Sees
- State School

At Willowbrook

rEans don't alwavse come  true
D nor doces cvery struggle bring
concrete accomplishment.

T'herefore the Welfare Council’s
Committee on Care of Mentally De-
fective Children Under Five got spe-
cial pleasure from its tour Friday of
the  Willowbrook State  School on
Staten Island.

“We've worked at this thing con-
stantlyv—kept after it and didn’t let
it drop,” George Svlvester, chairman
of the committee since its formation
three vears ago, commented.” “At
times we despaired of cver getting
anvthing done. We realize now that
a real cffort was being made, and our
persistance has paid off in the be-
ginning of a program for the pitiful
group of mentally defective voung
children and their familics.”

The group visited the ward for
children under five, now caring for
some 63 mentally defective children,
These first children to be admitted™
were chosen on the hasis of acute’
social need. Some CMergeney  cases
were cared for at Letchworth pend-
ing the opening of the new facility.
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s, Frank B, Glaser, acting . dis
rec]t%r‘;r W‘Imﬁ@k,zdfﬂr‘ al-
ter Pamphilon, Deputy Commissioner
of Mecental Hygicene, showed the
committee around the ward. The
group was impressed by the clean
and  uncrowded physical  facilitics,
by the special  equipment and  the
amount of staff attention available
to cach child.

Most of the 63 childr.a are bed
patients, with varving tvpes of de-
ficienev. About 12 are up and run-
ning around, and for these an ac-
tivity program is being planned, Dr.
Glasser said. Although they do not
have  normal intellectual responsc,
their need for affection and activity
is as great as that of normal children.

All the children in the ward have
improved physically, he added.
| v (Contimued on pege4) i

" 7'Staff 'is now being trained to ex-;

pand the facility, the committee was l

told, and new children will be

brought in as rapidly as possible, al-
though no concrete commitments
were made as to the total number.

A check by the Welfare Council
showed 330 children under five reg-
istered as needing care on October

120" Of "these™5 E-have been
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