WMVYA LV 4dviAllL AUWVAIIVTO

September 8,.1948

¥ . 3 I . )
" % $ .T. ] :- ’.
] I s Decline . |pioyes are already at wogk_;‘gt_‘., e:

s e cyrre Bt gl P 4.|Willowbrook school.
ratees ™ on & ii"mié‘up opposition to the| {720 U ment on sand 1t 1o Saingtad that up. &
o ; 5 g9t : 0. siii. mentally deficient adu entg:
w_plans for. the Willowbrook State School,”| | School’'s:Opening": are siresdy ‘belng huuled st W
Wy o ° B e ow TO0] gz o "‘,.,'";i"*(

*¥r **Considerable work has been carried on Officlals at the Willowbrook| These 'adult® patients,are: there
at the institution but virtually no informa-| [State:School for the Mentally De-jcontrary to an agreement *with ex:

. # T I ficient on the grounds of Halloran|Borough President Joseph A.!
: tion has, been released to the public. VA:; Hospital khow *What's doing|ten yga.rs ago that on‘l’y “‘men
. The probable reason for all the secrecy| |there. But they’re ndt saying. deficient children would:-be:lioused

-ean be traced to the furor of ten years ago Neither is Commissioner Frede-|at’the school. | . R
5 a . rick MacGurdy ofithe state Depart-| ~ The commissioner has issusd n
.~ when Staten Islanders went up in arms at| iment :zf%e,nm #ygiene, which.is| information as ‘to whether p
.’:'the prospect ‘of having mentally ‘ill adults| {(assizne “Halloran tract. - | ent plans call for the eventual.
feee: Testisnih hern. r a long ‘fight, it Plans and.progress made toward| treatment of children at Willow-
i .88 patien . - Afte ong ‘11ght, official opening. of the school have] brook, or whethex w!llgri
.was agreed that only mentally deficient {been carrjed on behind closed doors| housing adults. N

'children would be assigned to the school. in back of 5700 feet of eight-foot| As officially silent as” %c% ¢
s -

- . e high wire fence since last October.|missioner is Dr. Frank B. lag
: " ‘That “pact”. is now apparently being e information has leaked out.|state physician in charge of*ik
~, ignored by the state.. Whether state of fi- gl&lmll:rwgre:gkl zﬂlu_aln refuse -to VYmovarook program. His gtock r
i AR s . . - |plystonguestions -is¥that hecan
.. . cials are justified 'in side-stepping tlfmt old . tvgnu, - Albany ‘:{;‘”'.. to say [say anything” .. . FOx gen
e s : e. A conference ¢. more than t “progress | Some minor facts are beyond:the
agreement is easy to Jgdg . St sl is being made” it is generally [control of the state mental hygiene
_ should have been called between state an known that this progress has |commissioner. For example, in:the

. local‘ of.t'icials' to ascertain present senti- moved forward to the extent that |regular releases of the state  De-
i : v p; a chapter of the State Civil Em- |part of Public Works Is often fOIl{ld
ment. S o ployes Association has been found- |references to bids being made for

State officials now are out fo out- :ga tb:‘l:ll(mi ht;h:o elght-fo:;t ;pxt::e con&rucu%n 31?(1 installation ~wer,
: Spanil es per cent o e |at Willowbrook. :
: , Ianeuver any possnble opposxtll’on hthrough Ballorin ot ;- & rucent vl Btk
: . secrecy. T}le 1_dez?. seems to be that once ! It is known thaj up to 100 em-| ...~ _4Turn ta page 2): . ':
thg institution is in operation no one Ynll i - St ,""ii-_‘r&iﬁ"fxaig'e 5 .“W\ 3

object. ; ' s

: L e S
i partnrent it was discloséd that’ a
low bid of $5,843 for installation
of laundry equipment in Building
‘*461 at Willowbrook has been placed
; lg' the Gottlieb Iron Works,; Brook-

In a progress report published in thef. !
_“Mental Hygiene News” and “addressed tof "
the people of New York State,” Commis- f
sioner Frederick MacCufdy gives bare{ ¥j
mention to the Willowbrook school. Hef SiSNe
observes that “it is planned that by March,

"7 71949, 1,400 mental defectives will be under
care at Willowbrook.”" - ; i i ’ B ), e §
" The Willowbrook school is clearly not W' l l b". k :~~'<_gflels?tv¥v‘ilgxla’ _lﬁi?é’. 323.'-333.’ o ki
to be a small project. It will have facili-j|-¥ g1 o ¢ OO v bri‘:ﬁ?’;rtac‘{lsxg: }g’gh,_ﬂfmzl"élléovg;
ties to handle more patients by far thanj|- i i S b

the employes 'organization from

the three voluntary hospitals put togther,|| Early “opening of the Willow-|throughout the state. ; .

and may be slightly larger than adjacent’ ibrook State School for Mentally De- hiIn abll'iecentl s}atemenlti regar%.\vx}g
¥ - b 08T Ificient Children on the Halloran|}'s P70.C éjat ons policy at Wil-

Halloran VA Hospital. o VA Hospital tract was foreseen to-{.0Wbrook, nuni_!‘;slégg:r“%MacCﬂurd‘yq

% : . : declared: " {
Staten Island will be vitally interested| ida as officials indicated they were| s pparently, the Staten Islanders

i) & S . \in the final’ stages of staff recruit- '
in this latest addition to the community| ment. - ki have heard in sufficlent numbers |
R =" | "While officlals of the Department |of the potential ‘opening of -the
P A . 1| 'of Mental Hygiene, which will oper- |School as we have had a very satis.
i Staten Islanders . should know what| ate the school, admitted there was 1{3§l§§r}{f numt{;r of iatpeplicfrétsu fog‘
issi 'still an insufficient number of rom those interested, and,
goes on there.. C".m’n.‘lﬁ;s‘o’l;er MacClr:rdly ‘nurses available to put the school 'We appreciate all this cooperation.”;
ghould remove the Willowbrook sc 001 | into operation at once, they said
from the ~~‘reory, “Places of Mystery.”: |ithe opening will come “very soon.”
: et - . ¥ .2} "According to information made

n. :

. The _ civil .service' employes :
;group has elected Mrg. Kathleen
d.L. Hennessy president. Other of-
“ficers in’ the group are ‘Nicholas
Bellezza, ‘' vice-president; ' Miss 4

e LN,

e

public today by Dr. Frederick Mac-:
{Curdy, commissioner of the depart-:
'‘ment, It Is. anticipated that, by!
‘March, fiext year, a total of 1,400|
‘mental defectives will be ynder care,
at Willowbrook. - ' o A
| -Opening of the school has’ been]
pending since October, 1947, when|
' |preparation wwrk began 'for the! :
first utilization of the facility erects;
ed for.the purpose six.years ago. i
The Department of Mental Hy-i
giene, which owns tl}e hospital, wilkt I
yse 40 per cent of the-tract while;
it leases the remainder to the Vet-:
erans Administration for use as a
|temporary veterans’ hospitaly, ;...




