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Women’s Soccer Defeats
Mount Saint Vincent

BY EDNITA LORENZO
STAFF WRITER

The Lady Dolphins are no strangers to
opening season losses, so when they
faced the New York University Violets
on Sept. 12th and lost 5-0, they decided
it was time to change things up a bit.
After once again battling it out in the
rain, the women’s soccer team took the
loss to NYU and re-established its strat-
egy. With a few injuries to starting play-
ers such as Kelly Kenny (So.) and Kristie
Stapleton (Fr.) and several switches

being done, Coach John Guagliardo felt, .

“it was best to learn from our mistakes
and try something new. This involves a
new formation. We’re using an offensive
minded format which puts more pres-
sufe on their defense.” '

The new strategy couldn’t have come
at a better time as CSI was gearing up to
face the College of Mount Saint Vincent
and CUNYAC rivals, City College of New
York.

On Sept. 17th, away at Tibbetts Field
in Yonkers, NY, the dolphins arrived
looking for that “W”. With sunny skies
and a breeze that made it all that much
better, CSI hit the scoreboard fast.
Freshmen Christina Sgarlato tallied her
first career goal on an assist by Paige
Bruno (Fr.). Moments later, junior Tina
Chechel scored back-to-back goals giv-
ing the Dolphins a leg up. To finish up
the first half, senior defender Kristin
Kvetkoff took a power shot from the 30
right over NYU's goalie.

The second half started right where
CSl left off. Right away Sgarlato found
the ball and directed towards the goal
making it her second goal of the season.
Moments later, senior Alyssa
Pontecorvo scored her first goal of the
season while Chechel finished off with a
hat trick. The final goal came from senior
and leading scorer Fiosa Begai who is
looking to top last year's goals. The final
'score was 8-1. “We played really well for
being new to the formation. The team

Continued on page 12
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After a defeat ai the behest of the NYU Violets, the Dolpins women’s soccer team
practiced a new strategy which helped them achieve their first victory. “It was best
to learn from our mistakes and try something new,” said Coach John Guagliardo.
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Pizzuto Named Interi
irector of Athletics

BY KELLY KENNY
CONTRIBUTOR

When Jason Fein announced his resig-
nation from the Athletic Directors posi-
tion here at the CSI, athletes and staff
alike were stunned. His announcement
came right before the fall sports were set
to begin their pre-season work-outs, and
classes were about to start. Who would
the athletes fates now belong to now?

David Pizzuto was named the
Interim Director of Athletics and
Recreation this September. He is a man
whom, if you have ever been inside the
Athletics building, you would recognize
instantly. He was formerly the Associate
Sports Information Director at CSI and
could always be spotted at games
cheering for his teams. | sat down with
Mr. Pizzuto to find out more about the
man behind his new fitle.

Growing up in the Sunset Park area
of Brooklyn, he moved to Staten Island
when he was 12. He attended Susan
Wagner High School, and interestingly
enough, he didn't play on a sporis team
there. ‘ ’

“I didn’t play on any sports teams for
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David Pizzuto Photo by cunyathletics.com

my high school,” said Pizzuto. “Although
sports were always a huge part of my
life.” ‘

After graduation, he moved on to col-
lege. He originally attended Rutgers
University - where he majored in
Journalism. Mr. Pizzuto, as many stu-
dents can relate to, had to pay his own

Continued on page 5 .

Final Farewell

for Carol
Jackson

Faculty and Staff Send Off
- Former VP Carol Jackson

BY NICHOLAS RIZZI
STAFFWRITER

CSI Faculty and Staff said goodbye to
Former Vice President for Student
Affairs Carol Jackson at a party on
Tuesday, September 16 at the Black Box
Theater in 1P.

Dr. Jackson worked at CSl for 17

years under three different presidents.
She stepped down on August 29.
Michael Daniels — the master of cere-
monies at the event — will serve in the
interim while the college finds a replace-
ment. ‘ ,
“Tonight we gather here in admira-
tion,” said President Tomas Morales to
the people in attendance in 1P. “Most
importantly it is your commitment to the
students which is your legacy.” Morales
also called her a colleague and friend,
and commended her accomplishments
while she served at CSI.

The night featured a buffet-style din-
ner, with a chocolate fountain, and non-
alcoholic mixed drinks, along with
speeches by many professors and staff
members of CSl, a recent CS! graduate,
and a solo pianc performance by a tear-
ful Sylvia Kahan.

“'ve had a wonderful career,” said
Dr. Jackson to the crowd-who received
a standing ovation—during the final
speech of the night. “I really do believe
I've left the college, after 17 years, better
than | found it.”

“Carol's going to be gone,” said
Chairperson of the Department of
Performing and Creative Aris, George
Sanchez to the audience. “I really want
to make a plea to everyone in the room
that we really have to pick up the slack.
In that way we can honor Carol for what

-she did, by picking up the slack.”

The point that Jackson put the stu-
dents needs first was a common theme
among almost all of the speeches on
Tuesday. So; it's not surprising that
some students aired their displeasure

Continued on page 3
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CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF
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Jon Stewart Says: “Invest in downward
spiraling graphs.”.

In one week, the demise of three major
banks has questioned the sustainability
of our free market economy and one of
the guiding principles of American
democracy—individual greed.

Lehman Brothers, which has been

around since before the Civil War, filed

for bankrupicy when the government
refused to cover their losses on bad
investments, particularly in real estate. It
raised the important question, how does
a bank run out of money? Seems anom-
alous. Although Lehman couldn’t find a
new pimp, Merrill Lynch did.

Bank of America, the biggest bank in
America according to National Public
Radio, announced that it would buy the
titan, Merrill Lynch. The company with
the cool bull logo also lost money on
homes sales. Finally, the government
did something quite unexpected of
republicans. As one wise professor
pointed out, it virtually nationalized insur-
ance.

On Tuesday evening, news broke

that the Federal Reserve, the bank of the
United States, announced that it would
bail out the insurance company, AlG, in
exchange for 80% ownership. " Free
health care for all finally? Probably not.
Eat that malnourished baby in West
Virginia.
"~ What is going on in this country?
Jeez, | wish | had stayed awake during
economics in my senior year of high
school. From what | can gather, |, per-
sonally am safe. You can't take money
from someone who doesn't have money.
That mentality kind of explains this
whole crisis.

This all started when banks began
doling out complicated morigages for
private homebuyers. These “sub-prime”
loans that you've heard so much of,
would have borrowers pay little up front

and more later on unlike ‘fixed-rate’

loans, which remain the same each

month. Lenders thought they would prof-
it from these sub-prime mortgages
because the longer borrowers were kept
in debt, the more money the bank would
make off of interest.

The banks turned into bookies and
loan sharks where they lent money in the
hopes that people wouldn't pay the toan
back right away, but, pay the vig over
time and basically forever. Bankers bet
on debt. Except, bankers are unlike
bookies in that they cantt brake fingers
or hold pistols in the mouths of the bor-
rowers who don't pay them back.

When some home buyers finally

went broke, they refused to pay,

because, quite simply, they didn’t have

the money. The banks seized homes
and couldn't sell them, or lost money
from decreasing property values and got
stuck with these useless homes. Screw
the homeless, the banks need to make
money off these things. But, they didn’t.
And here we are now with banks without
cash.

Of course, it's much more complicat-
ed then that. If Paul Krugman of the
New York Times read my watered down
version of this, he'd probably revoke my
laptop. That just shows how complicat-
ed the whole financial system has
become in general over the past few
decades since (cringe) the Great

Depression.

There’s a marked difference
between the paupers in 2008 and the
beggars of 1928. Then, people usually
spent only what they had, if that. Credit
(loans, credit cards, lay away) only start-
ed to grow in popularity during this time.
Since then, the credit market has
become so complex and interwoven in
other facets of the econonmy that even
the staunchest capitalists are calling for
regulation. Still though, economists say
we're not in a depression, and the num-
bers show that we’re not even officially in
a recession. Tell that to Lehman
Brothers.

So who is to blame and what of cap-
italism? Did ignorant home buyers pur-
chase homes they couldn’t afford? Did
the banks give away money they didn’t
have? Really, it's a combination of all of
those things, plus more.

Ask a high school student what
prompted the US involvement in World
War I, and they'll say the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. Ask a historian and he’ll
list dozens of reasons and name Pearl
Harbor as a foot note. Disasters like this
are a combination of bad practices on
the part of a number of people. As for
capitalism, as long as individuals covet
money, the free market will survive.
Maybe, though, we may have to stop
betting against our own losses.

BY THOMAS MORRISSEY
CONTRIBUTOR

Why support Barack Obama for
President? If someone can explain i,
I've got a prize for them.

On the surface that may sound like a
snide request. It's not—trust me—I'm a
member of the media. In an election
year, on a college campus, I'm making
an actual request for information.
Everything I've learned about Obama
paints a particular picture of who and
what he is, and what he intends to do.
I'm curious to know how other people
interpret the information 've seen. Call
it a reality check, call it rabble rousing,
call it research—I write fiction; seeing
things from different perspectives is a
great way to develop my character creat-
ing skills. In this case, I'm looking to
understand a political perspective that,
fo me, might as well be Mandarin
Chinese.

I understand Why 'm voting for
McCain. I'm not a huge fan of some of
his views on immigration and the envi-
ronment (Kyoto? please), not to mention
economics—| was for Romney, but what
can you do?—but | think he’s right on
foreign policy regarding Iraq, The Surge,
2 - ‘

-and how to handle other countries, friend

and foe. | think he’s an honorable man.
| like his position on drilling, here and
now. Add to that the Palin choice and his
tacking right/conservative socially, |
won't have to get high to vote for him
now. What I'm wondering about is the
other side. Why does anyone choose
Obama? '

Before | get to the prize—which may
or may not turn out to be a valuable
piece of merchandise—let me tell you
what I'm not looking for: anger. For
seven and a half years, the “unbiased”
media has been beating the “Bush=Evil”
drum everywhere from newsrooms to
movies to The Daily Show. | get it—
Bush lied and people died, Bush is Hitler,
Bush stole the election, the Patriot Act,
Halliburton, Cheney, booga-booga—I!
get all of it. No one saying you can't vote
against Bush, but Bush ain’t running in
this election and the anger, frankly,

bores me. | hear it all the time and—
being totally honest—Am. Not.
Interested.

I'm also not looking for the Anointed.
You know who you are. Don't send me
pamphiets and talking points. Am. Not.
Interested.

| want to know why people support

Obama. Tell me what it is about him, his

- policies, his politics, whatever, that

makes you think he's the better of the
two. If you want to talk policy, be specif-
ic. 1 love straight-up political give-and-

take, and I don't find nearly enough in

my day-to-day life. | can do it for
McCain. ! want to know who can do it for
Obama. ;

Now, the prize. | mentioned that I'm
a writer. No big shakes—yet. So far I've
published two short stories, and I've just
given my first novel to my agent. If this
column continues, I'l keep you updated
among the commentary, but here’s what

1A SUPPOQ
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I'm offering for a prize: an original, auto-
graphed copy of the first magazine | pub-
lished a story in. It was the April 2006
issue of Alfred Hitchcock's Mystery
Magazine, a story -called
Forbids..." it's a neat little story of love in
the nightmare world of corporate human
resources. If my first novel becomes a
huge bestseller, you'll have a rare col-
lectible -of my early work. If not, you
won't. It's still a free magazine.

Drop me a line at
[the.BANNER.csi@gmail.com]. . I'm
looking forward to the debate. | mean,
Obama? Really?

Farewell for
Carol Jackson
(from front)

Photo by csinews.net

about the departure of Jackson.

A letter addressed to President
Morales, written by Student Government
President, Peter Decrescenzo, echoed
the disappointments of some students.
A copy of the letter was obtained by The
Banner.

“We realize as the new college pres-
ident that you certainly have the right
and ability to change leadership,” said
the letter. “Yet it puzzles us as to why
new leadership is needed when the col-
lege has had such a successful student
affairs division lead by such a competent
and well liked individual.

During her tenure as Vice President
for Student Affairs Dr. Jackson has
proven herself to be a great asset, not
only to the college, but more importantly
to the students of CSI. Unlike some
other college administrators she has
consistently put students first,” the letter
stated.

“In every venue she articulated their
[the students] concerns,” said Fred
Naider, a chemistry professor at CSI, to
the crowd.

The letter offared a suggestion for a
raplacement for Jacksen.

“We feel that one way to make the

transition sasier for studenis,” the lelter |

said, “is to appoini someone who is very
familiar with the are and the needs of
CSl students. We know that national
searches such as this can be a lengthy

process and appointing someone who

has worked with Vice President Jackson

would seem to be the best way to pro-
vide continuity with the least disruption in
student services.”

Nobody at the event mentioned what
she will do after she leaves CSI. Almost
all of the speakers stressed the fact that
losing Dr. Jackson will be a tremendous
blow to CSI.

According to csinews.net, a nation-
wide search will be conducted tfo find a
replacement for Dr. Jackson while
Michael Daniels, the current Assomate
Dean of Students.

in the message from President
Morales, he commended her for initiat-
ing student services such as The Hub,
the Emerging Leaders Program, and the
Ferry Shuttle bus. The Center for

Performing Arts, during the years of her .

oversight, according to the message,
became “an important arts and perform-
ance venue in the region.” He also cred-
ited her tenure for achieving some of
CSI's highest student satisfaction rates,

among the highest in CUNY at the time. .

“And of course [thanks] to my stu-
dents,” Dr. Jackson said. “You are the
reason we do what we do. We know that
this institution and your education can
transform your lives, and it's our privi-
lege to participate with you.in this trans-
formation.
make a difference in your life.”

It's been my honor to help

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR

Bookstore Blues

To the Editor:

I have been a student at this cam-
pus for two semesters. Each and every
semester | dread going to the book
store. Usually when | go in there the
books are on the floor and they are
unorganized. Everywhere you walk you
end up stepping on books.

Another problem with the book
store is that there are not enough peo-
ple working. The last time | was in
there, there was only three people help-
ing students find books. Being that
most of the books are unorganized, it
makes looking for books a much harder
and longer process. ‘

 lalso feel that there should be cer-
tain books for certain classes. | know
that is the usual case but there are
times when a teacher tells his or her
students to buy a different book then
the one intended for the class.
Students should get more for their
books when they seli them back
because students spend s0 much

money on books that they will only use
for the class that they are in and they
will never need them again.

These problems need to be solbed.
The first thing the college should do is
hire mare workers for the book store
especially for the beginning of the
semester because that it when it is
most busy. After hiring the new workers
they should open up more registers so
that the lines are not as long and move
quicker. They should put more workers
in the aisles where the books are so
that students can get help looking for
the books. It would be easier if teach-
ers listed what books they were going
to use so that students would be able to
get books ahead of time.

Benjamin Beach, Student

I youw want to comment on a storyipicture,
lel] us how much you love The Banner (or
how much you hate The Banner), or how
You think we could make YOUR newspaper
betler, drop us a line:

the. BAMNER. csi@gmali.com

The Ant and the Elephant

$10,12,15.

&

New Yar/r Phitharmonic Ensembles

Upcoming Events in The Center for the Arts (Building 1P)

Saturday, October 4, 2008 - 3:00 pm -- Williamson Theatre -- 1 hour, including meet and greet in the Atrium. A CFA Kids Event. Tickets:

From the creative team of The Musical Adventures of Flat Stanley comes a new family musical based upon Bill Peet's children’s clas-
sic about the power of one good deed. One of Walt Disney's greatest storypersons, Peet was responsible for illustrating, storyboard-
ing, and producing such animation greats as Dumbo, 101 Dalmatians, and much more. Sponsored by Senator Andrew J. Lanza.

Monday, October 20, 2008 - 7:30 pm -- Springer Goncert Hall -- 2 hours, including intermission
Tickets: Free, reservations required, call CFA Box Office 718-982-2787.
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This year’s concert features Ludwig van Beethoven’s Septet in E-Flat major, Osvaldo Golijov’s Lullaby and Doina, and se!écted tan-
gos by Astor Piazzolla. Made possible through the generosity of Dr. Michael Shugrue, CSI Emeritus Professor of English.

ingrid Michaelson -- Home
Wednesday, Getober 28, 2008 - 8:00 pm--Williamson Theaire - 2:25 hours, including intermission and 'CD signing in the Atrium.

Tickets: $30 ~ Only CFA members discount offered.
Life starting Monday, September 8th. Limiied availability,

OB students can purchase specially-pricad tickets through CSI Dﬁuce of Student

Born m’to & house of all things artistic, Staten Island native Ingricd Michaelson makes a hometown stop on h@r North Arnarican tour to
¢ from her new GI and single, Be OK. 8he'll he playing with a full band including Allie Moss, Bess Rogers,
and Llhot Jacobson. From Grey's Anatomy to much more, this independent artist is achieving milestones previously unheﬁrd of for an
artist not signed to a major label. The lucky winner of the CSI Battle of Bands organized by the CSI Campus Activities Board will open.
For information on the Battle of the Bands, contact: cab@ mail.csi.cuny.edu, 718. 982 3268. rganized with the CSI Office of Student
Life, the Campus Activities Board, and WSIA Radlio.

Chris Kuffner,

‘Policy -
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Pizzuto

lamed Interim D

irector

of Athletics (from front)

way through college. But, an out-of-
state school comes with an out-of-state
cost, and he said he “missed his mothers
cooking.”

ie transferred back home, to C8I,
for convenience and a job opportunity.
He immediately began working as a stu-
dent assistant in the athletic center on
campus.

Terri Smali was the Director of
Athletics when Pizzuto first started worle-
ing at CSL.

‘I became like his shadow” said
Pizzuto of Small. “l didn’t know a job like
this even existed.”

Small was his mentor, he admits.
When Small retired in 1999 it was Jason
Fein who was hired to replace him. Mr.
Pizzuto told Fein that he was available to
help whenever he was needed. They
became fast friends, and are still friends
today.

Mr. Pizzuto graduated CSI with a
Bachelot’s Degree in communications
with a focus in media studies. After work-
ing at another university, he returned to
CSl in March of 2006 as the Associate
Sports Information Director. _

When | sat down with Mr. Pizzuto he
told me he was shocked at the
announcement of Mr. Fein’s resignation.

“When it set in that | might be in'the
running for the position, | was more anx-
ious than anything,” said Pizzuto.

When the position became available
the staff knew his promotion was immi-
nent.

Marie Gomes the CUNY office assis-
tant said: ,

“IUs a transition, and it's definitely
easier with David knowing how things
work around here.”

John Guagliarde, the head coach of
C.S.1 women’s soccer team, said of Mr.
Pizzuto:

“He’s always been a hard worker. |
feel good knowing he’s in charge.”

As the Interim Director, Mr. Pizzuto’s
days are hectic. He attends meetings
and games and he deals with coaches
and disciplinary issues. Since the col-
lege has not yet hired someone for his
former position, he does all of this while
still fulfilling the duties that his last job
entailed. _

“He’s (Pizzuto) not a 9 to 5 kind of
guy,” Gomes stated. “He’s in his office
early and most of the time stays late. He
works very hard.”

Since becoming the Interim Director,
M'r_. Pizzuto has instituted his own “open-
door” policy. He says that his approach-

ability is one of his best assets. He is
focused on helping student-athletes suc-
ceed in both education and athietics.

“Athletics is a supplement to educa-
tion” he said.

He also has a vision for the future of

the department. He sees the building of
the residence halls as a gateway to
acdvancing the sports programs at CSI.
He believes they will bring more recruit-
ment opportunities that will fast track our
teams into nationally recognized pro-
grams.

Pizzuto is accomplished and deco-
rated with awards for his service and
commitment to the school and its stu-
dent-athletes. He has been working hard
to carry those achievements with him to
his new position at the school. He has
always been respected by student-ath-
letes and staff alike, and there is no
shortage of support for the new Interim
Director of Athletics.

His predecessor, Jason Fein
resigned early this semester. He took a
similar position at Drew University in
Madison, New Jersey. According to csi-
dolphins.com, Fein worked at the col-
lege for nearly a decade. His last three
years, he served as the Director of the
Athletics. ’

Join
The BANNER!

The Banner is looking
for writers, editors, pho-
tographers, designers
and cartoonists for this,
and future semesters.

Newspaper and writ-
ing experience are not
necessary.

If you are interested in
writing about sports,
hard news, the arts,
movies, polilics, music,
sex, comedy, or just
about anything else, join
the Banner team!

Submit your articles
to 1C- 228, or email
them to: :
The.BANNER.CSl@gmai
l.com

ADVERTISEMENT




Dolphins’ Soccer in Action

BY EDNITA LORENZO

The women’s (page 6) and men’s (page 7) soccer teams have started

STAFFWRITER conference play as they fight towards the CUNYAC championshijps.

Kristin Kvetkoff dribbles the ball f

P

orward.

The lady Dolphins won thelir first CUNYAC géme (story page 12).

Goaltender Tina Bellocchio controls the ball.

L i i

Kvetkoff is a senior defender for the Dolph.'ms.

- Noelle Miglino duels

o
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Gossip, true or untrue, is some-
thing that should have died off
with high school graduation.

BY EMMA HERNAMDEZ
SEX COLUMNIST

Rumors are prabably the last thing any
20-something year old college student
should have to worry about now that
we're as far removed from our high
school experiences as possible. But
when the rumors have to do with your
past relationship experience, especially
if there is a lot of truth to them, they can
really affect your current relationships.

I've seen it happen recently to one of
my best friends. We'll call him Stanford
just for the sake of protecting his privacy
(those of you who are as big a fan of Sex
and the City as | am can guess his sex-
ual orientation EASILY-for those who
can’t, he’s gay). He was on the receiving
end of rumor after rumor about his
boyfriend and after a while, he got so
annoyed with having to hear the same
thing over and over while wondering if
there was any truth to it or not, that he
just gave up on the whole relationship.

Now, if you aren’t familiar with the
gay dating scene {or really close friends
with people directly involved in it, like
myself), then there’s just one thing you
need to know—it's tough.

Most heterosexuals complain about
how hard it is to find Mr. or Ms. Right (or
Right Now, for that matter), but the truth
is if you think we have it rough, then you
can’t even imagine how much harder it is
for homosexuals. The gay community is
very small, making it hard to find a suit-
able partner, or even just someone worth
spending time with. There's also the
small fact that everyone has dated or
hooked up with everyone at least twice
already. And going outside of the circle
and finding gay men on his own isn't
really an option because it's hard for
him—Stanford has the worst gaydar out
of any gay boy I've ever met.

Stanford’s track record isnt exactly
one to boast about, either. The boy he

was dating last year was an actor in the -

gay male porn industry and kept it a
secret from him, often lying about it. The
guy he dated after that was too high
maintenance and took advantage of him
gand the fact that Stanford is too trusting.

It took a lot of coaxing from most of his
friends, but he finally took our advice and
ended things around late January. He
took a few months off from the dating
scene, then decided to get right back
into the game, this time with someone he
met on MySpace. In this story, this boy’s
name will be Charlie. '

Chatrlie lives in Brooklyn and is two
years younger than Stanford, but it didn’t
really matter because Charlie seemed to
be everything Stanford was looking for in
a. boyfriend. He was cute, funny, and
they shared a lot of similar interests, like
comic books and video games. They
met up, hit it off and started seeing each
other on a reguiar basis. | remember the
first time Stanford introduced Karen and
me (his two closest girl friends) to his
new beau. We all went to Union Square
on a Friday night with every intention of
wasting away our paychecks (Urban
Qutfitters and Forever 21 within a five
block radius of each other means | will
come home broke and laden with shop-
ping bags). We met up and went to
Whale Foods for dinner where Charlie
timidly came over to me while | pondered
the Pad Thai noodies. “| know it's weird
to say this cause we just met, but you
seem really cool and | love your hair
color. It really compliments your skin
tone.” | gushed and thanked him, then
looking directly across to the other side

of the food buffet where Stanford was -

and mouthed, “He’s a keeper.”
With our blessing, Stanford started

dating Charlie exclusivefy. And things
were okay at first, but then they got com-
plicated. Stanford started getting ran-
dom messages from people, warming
him of-Charlie and his tendency of using

“the boys he daies. Everyone’s story was

different but the message was just the
same: Charlie was not to be trusted. But
Stanford gave him the benefit of the
doubt and decided to trust in his
boyfriend.

As time went on and Stanford stari-
ed to spend more time with Charlie, he
started seeing what people were. trying
to warn him of. Not to mention, Charlie
was getting very jealous and controlling,
always constantly calling and texting
Stanford, asking where he was, who he
was with and what he was doing. If
Stanford failed to answer, he would text
me or Karen, asking if we were with him.
We were all getting sick of it.

One night, Karen and | partied with
my cousin (who is also gay). We were

celebrating his return from Florida when

he pulled us aside, saying seriously “You
know that kid your friend Stanford is dat-
ing? | know him and there’s a few things
I think you should know.” Turns out, my
cousin dated Charlie for several months.
Everything he had to say left us with our
jaws dropped, we both decided to text
Stanford ASAP and let him know what
we had just found out. Three days later,
Stanford broke up with Charlie.

A couple days after their. break up,
Charlie started IM'ing me constantly. He

knew that | was the one who told
Stanford all the information that was the
deciding factor in this break up and he
wanted answers. “Who told you these
rumors, I want to know who he is,
because he’s bringing up things from my
past and it’s not fair to hold that against
me.” | couldn’t tell him who told me
because | didn’t want to drag my
cousin’s name into this if | could help it.
All I said was, “Look, Charlie, I'm sorry
and I'm sure you're upset with me.

‘ Honestly, from what | understand, there

were - problems in your relationship
before Stanford even knew about what |
told him. But on my side of this, | heard
something about the guy that my best
friend was dating and | did what anyone
would have done in my situation. I'm just
not going to sit here and watch while
someone takes advantage of my best
friend.” '

My defense slowly turned into
remorse, because Charlie started to
break down, telling me how much he
loved Stanford and how unfair it was that
this was happening to him just because
of a few mistakes he made in his past.
But the thing is, these “mistakes” are
ones Charlie was infamous for making in
every relationship with every person he
has ever been involved with. He never

bothered to change, to become a better
person and a better boyfriend, and that
decision is ’coming back to haunt him
now. Mistakes are things that should be
learned from once, then never repeated.

I'm becoming convinced
that youth culture is in the
middle of a crossroads.

BY VINCENT FORTE
RESIDENT ANDY ROONEY

Kids today are too politically correct and
morally desensitized at the same time.

‘Bunch of Jonas Brothers listening kids

going home to watch some German teen
get decapitated by a Ginsu knife on the
internet.  Something is not right about
that last sentence. The game is fixed
and it's high time that the script’ get
flipped on this generation.

Don't say bad words, question
authority, speak the word of God, make

‘independent judgment, read books not

in line with school curiculum, listen to
music you find anywhere other than VH1
at four in the morning, eat this, drink that,
smoke weed, look at thy neighbor cock-
eyed, or go down south with a trunk full
of illegal gay immigrants looking to get
rarried and take your jobs.

 were in the (apparently likely) event that

On the contrary, do believe every-
one, don't speak ott, feel like everyone
is against you, feel insecure about
everyone feeling insecure about your
insecurities, be afraid (be very afraid),
whatever it takes to protect yourself, iso-
late yourseif i it makes you feel safer,
fear differences in gender, sex, and race,

 not educate yourself, become a model

citizen and member of a conformist and
upbeat society hell-bent on making up all
the rules while making up all the rules as
they go along.

It can all get pretty confusing for a
child these days. Seeing two exiremes
to every issue and never getting a
chance to just be a kid. 1 sure as hell
never had to worry about terrorists and
overtly political cultural undertones when
| was growing up. “"Hey Vin, want to
come over and play Super Nintendo?"
"Sure.” That was back when the biggest
worry for a kid was wondering if you
remembered to bring your second con-
troller so you could play two-player in
Batiletoads/Double Dragon. Those were
good times to be alive at seven years
old.

| remember- in late-high school hav-
ing to start doing "red-alert drills." These

graphics, 5.1 Dolby digital surround
sound, and the ability to virtually screw
Angelina Jolie while shooting a dinosaur
in the face with a blowtorch? :
Both had good intentions. Both also With too much entertainment value '
wouldn't save you from a spitball, let ~comes the inevitable drop-off in physical
alone a nuclear attack or the breakoutof ~ action. Why are kids today obese?
an Anthrax strain. All | had was "Dont ~ Because they have everything a click
talk to strangers' and "Be sure to stay =~ away from them at all times. That used
away from Billy; he has Chicken Pox and 10 just be an expression. Now, with web
his parents felt it important for him to not ~ browsers on cell phones it's a damn fact
miss a single day of school this year” (and a sad one at that). Gone are the
Also, the occasional scream from a child ~ days of playing outside with friends and
of "Jimmy just farted, Eww," was used  gaining life experience by partaking in

about as frequently as the letter Y was  the simple process of human interaction.
as a vowel. Now kids might as well be living in the

‘As far as the actual culture of today Matrix. A virtual Ilfe filled with simulated
(or lack there of) is concemed, it can  human interaction, Myspace whores,
drink a bullet. Talk about too much of a  and Guitar Hero world record holders.
good thing. Sure, if you play your cards F'm not quite sure where I'm going :
right and know where to !OOk, you can’ - with this. But at the same time I'm 100% ‘ x
acquire anything media-centric that your ~ Sure in my conviction. It's not where
little heart desires. But most kids today =~ Wwe're headed, it's where we are. It's

still rely on the big media outlets to get now. What does. this means for the
their entertainment fix. Too much future? What will the adults of tomorrow

advanced technology. Kids today miss  be like? Sex-crazed gaming freaks who
out on simplicity in fun. This, | believe, ~can't wait to race from their kitchen to -
leads to a lack of imagination. Which  their computer to update their internet
then leads to a future society unfamiliar  profile? Or, maybe the generation of the
with creative and independent thought.  future will use their infinite access to
Why think-up something cool when you  everything as a means to cure cancer?
can play a video game with real-ife | wouldn' bet on the laiter.

a terrorist attack occurred on school
grounds. These drills juxtapose with the
old air-raid drills of the 50's and 60's.
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Worst Phrases to Shout
During an Orgasm

BY VINCENT FORTE
LORD OF THE MANOR

“This smells like burning!”

“Dudle, you're getting a Delll”

“'m going to Disneyworld!”

“Save Darfurt”

“Bic-Dome was underrated!”
“Yahlzeel”

“Your dog's ears ars ticklish!”

Yinsert partner's mom or dad’s name]l”
“Whoops!” ‘

“Hannity and Ceolmes are awesome!”
“Before 1 forge'i. don't use the upstairs
ilet; it's clogged again!”

“You look just like my sister/brother!”
“Bingo!” ‘
“Whatever happened to Mark Curry?”
“Nick Jonas!” ‘ ’
“Where's the beef?”

“I'm sleeping with the enemy!”

ety
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Hangin' with Mr. Cooper is not cool in

. N the bed roorn. ; ; 7 ;
“This monkey’s gone to heaven! ‘ - ; o |
“It's 