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SELF-HELP, SELF-EDUCATION =POWER 

Random Scenes in the Community Development Day Care Center of Brooklyn, Inc. 

At 1310 Atlantic Avenue, two 
blocks from the Nostrand Avenue 
stop on the "A" train you will 
find the Community Development 
Daly Care Center of Brooklyn, 
Inc. When you enter the first 
thing that will strike you is the 
very plain, almost austere atmo-
sphere. Then you will see the 
quotation above tacked on the 
wall. If you're aware of the plight 
of the cities of America; if you 
are aware of the critically poor 
conditions of the schools our 
children are miseducated in; if  

you know that throughout the 
-cities, mothers who need to work 
to break the cycle of poverty in 
which they have been trapped for 
generations are forced to stay at 
home because they have no place 
to leave their children; if you 
have witnessed the lack of com-
munity involvement in the edu-
cational process, and you have 
been frustrated by a - Sense of 
powerlessness; if you are aware 
of the lack of concern for our 
children in the public educational 
system; if you're tired of wating 
for an unresponsive government 
to act in your best interests —
go to the Community Day Care  

Center of Brooklyn, Inc. You 
will see 175 children, ranging in 
age from three (3) months to 
six (6) years. These children are 
here from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. and are 
fed three meals a day which are 
prepared in the manner in which 
they would be prepared in their 
homes. 

You will see children learning 
to be proud of themselves as 
African Americans. You will see 
children expressing themselves 
and developing strong personali-
ties within a group where respect 
for others is emphasized. Missing 
is the hostility and belligerence 
you find int he public school 
setting. You will see discipline 
here, although the shouting you 
find in public schools is absent. 

There is a warm feeling in the 
atmosphere. In addition, in a 
time when public schools are 
producing high school graduates 
who read on a ninth grade level, 
the 4 and 5 year olds at this 
Center can read and write. To a 
person who knows what goes on 
every day in agencies which are 
supposed to serve the same needs, 
you cannot fail to be thrilled. 

For too many years, poor chil-
dren, particularly Black children 
have been exposed to the hos- 

tility of their teachers, or the 
indifferences or the condescen-
sion of their teachers. For too 
many years the future of our 
children and the hope of our 
people has been left to the un-
tender mercies of the clinical ap-
proach of one sociologist after 
another, as though we were a 
race of people on a microscopic 
slide. 

Today, we are no longer satis-
fied with the definitions previ-
ously imposed on our lives and 
the character of our existence by 
strangers to our communities. To-
day, we strte for self determin-
ation and co trol over the institu-
tions that affect our lives. 

The Day Care Center is a com-
munity supported and parrent 
controlled organization. This in-
dependent organization was begun 
in 1967. Initially, there was an 
attempt at a cooperative venture, 
including a gas station and a 
drug store to finance the oper-
ation of the Center. This venture 
did not prove to be a successful 
and stable means of raising the 
necessary expenses for the opera-
tions of the Center. It was then 
necessary to find other means of „ 
maintaining the Center. Funds  

were obtained from a private 
source and the Center gives 
Dances and Raffles to raise mon-
ey for its expenses which In-
clude staff's salaries that go nc 
higher than $6,000 a year and  
a $30,000 rental a year for the 
20,000 square feet of space that 
the Center encompasses. 

The Center presently has a 
"tax-free status" which permits 
contributions to write off their 
donations as income tax dedue-
ions. 

The Center was conceived as 
a practical means of meeting a 
specific needs of the Black com-
munity in which it is based 
which government had already 
shown its inability or unwilling-
ness to do. In the writer's opin-
ion, this Center has become 
model of the type of institution 
that all communities could use tc 
their interests; institutions which 
are controlled by the community 
itself, which are responsive tc 
the needs of the community and 
which function through the dedi• 
cation of individuals who have 
found a practical significance in '-
their daily lives in working for 
their communities in their com-
munities. 

By Ted Malino 
"Your children .. . are the sons and daughters 

of life's longing for itself. 
You may give them your love but not your thoughts 
For they have their own thoughts. 
You may house their bodies but not their, souls 
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 
Whic.1i you cannot visit, not even in your dreams, 
You may strive to be like them, but 
Seek not to make them like you. 
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday 

The Prophet 
Kahlil Gibran 
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March, 1970 

LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 
(March 19, 1970) 

There are elections pending which can affect the 
education of every child in the public schools. 

The Local School Boards will have a. significant 
control over the finances expended on education and a 
determining voice in where the money will be spent. 
In short, the determining of priorities will largely 
be a function of the Local School Boards. 

We need Black Representation on every Board 
that spends money on Staten Island. We cannot rely 
on the right wing mentality of John Marchi's home-
base to have a sense of justice which includes Black 
and Puerto Rican people. 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
REGISTER 

VOTE FOR YOUR CANDIDATES! 

Ernest Dow 
Mr. Ernest Dow has been active on Staten Island in 

a variety.  of ways related to edueation, economic and 
social needs of the community as a whole, but specifically 
with the Island's Black and Spanish segments and with 
the poor. 

ale Dow states, "I believe than an educational system 
should be relevant, innovative and reflect the importance 
of the widest spectrum of the community. This can only 
be accomplished if a beard reflects a valid cross-section 
of the community's desires and goals through dedicated 
representatives. I am running as a candidate, hopefully, 
to bring the board the needs, complaints and recommenda-
tions from the Black and minority people, but at the same 
time to be mindful of the total needs of all Staten Island 
chidren the area of education." 

Mr. Dow is presenty employed as Educational Director, 
Regional Manpower Opportunity Center #XI, 45 Wall 
Street, • Staten Island, N.Y. His work deals with basic 
adult education, geared towards vocational education, gen-
eral education development diploma and the college bound 
program. 

• 

Luther Routte 
Mr. Luther Routte's active involvement with youths 

dates back 10 years, when he was a street club worker for 
the New York City Youth Board. This enabled him to 
have direct contact with children of all calibers. By utiliz-
ing buddy-buddy type encounters, he was able to com-
municate with some extremely disturbed youngsters and 
view their opposition to schools, parents and society. He 
also consulted with parents on various community prob-
lems, thereby becoming knowledgeable of community needs 
in education and social turmoils from the grass root 
level. 

As a candidate, Mr. Routte feels that his experiences 
will prove to:  be an asset, enabling him to relate the edu- 
cational needs of the community to the local school board. 

Mr. Routte is presently serving as the director of the 
West Brighton Senior Citizens Center, which is located at 
230 Broadway, Staten Island. He was president of the 
West Brighton Community Council, which sponsored the 
first anti-poverty program on Staten Island. 

• 

Edna Prince 
lVfrs. Edna Prince has been actively and diligently fight-

ing for the needs of Staten Island for many years. Her 
Involvement extends into almost every problem area, high-
lighting on education, housing, mental health, social ser-
vices and legal aid. 

Mrs. Prince is the organizer and presently vice president 
of the New Brighton Civic Association. Some of the ac-
complishments of this association are street light and 
sewage repairs, plus numerous improvements in poor 
housing conditions. 

Mrs. Prince also serves on the advisory boards of many 
resourceful agencies such as the Mental Health Head-
Start Program, New York Legal Aid Society, New Brigh-
ton Civic Association and the Board of Education's title 
I program. She holds membership in the Civic Congress of 
Staten Island and the Mayor's Task Force, 

Mrs. Prince states, "I would like a) be the voice of the 
community's needs, but also cooperate and recognize the 
needs of children in all communities as far as education 
Is concerned. The future of our community and our chil-
dren depends on the decis'ions we make today." 

"All of my endeavors have been undertaken as a result 
of some existing condition affecting our children either 
direCtly or indirectly." 

Page 2 
	 'BLACK AWAKENING 

	
March, 1970 BLACK AWAKENING 

	
Page 3 

A:100000.000000400:004DOCKICD(t,_ 

Nigger Shine 

Did you ever see what happens, when the sun hits a nigger? 
Niggers shine, niggers shine. nigers shine physically. 
Did you ever see a nigger after he's been running and he's sweatin? 
Niggers shine, niggers shine, niggers shine physically, 
Did you ever see a nigger in a purple Cadillac El Dorado, 

a brand new 1970 El Dorado? . 
Niggers shine, niggers shine, niggers shine materialisticaly, 
Did. you ever see a nigger in some orange pants, bright, silk, 

orange pants? 
Niggers shine, niggers shine, niggers shine materialistiaely, 
Did you ever see a brother teach another brother about pride, 

sell-determination and self-defense, 
• Brothers shine, brothers shine, brothers shine mentally, 
Did you ever see a sister teach her beautiful black children about 

pride, self-determination, and self-defense 
Sisters shine, sisters shine, sisters shine mentally, 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE GOING TO SHINE LIGHT UP 

THEIR COMMUNITIES, 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE GOING TO SHINE LIGHT UP 

THEIR CrELES, 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE GOING TO SHINE LIGHT UP 

THE WORLD, 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE GOING TO SHINE LIGHT UP 

THE UNIVERSE. 	• 

0 

Goddamn Nigger Come Oil Horne 

Goddamn nigger what's wrong with you, 
You go to fight in the Nam, to "America" you want to be true 
You are killing yellow brothers that are being oppressed, 
Goddamn nigger don't you know that you're in the same mess. 
You too are the oppressed, 
Our churches are being bombed, little black girls are 

being killed, 
Black people can't get jobs even though they are skilled, 
The man don't want you akilled, he wants you killed, 
Get your black ass back here, you don't have to roam 
You have enough fighting to do in your so called home, 
Hey blood, your not a Goddamn nigger, your a black brother, 
So come on home. 

0 

Brothers and Sisters Have Fallen 
Brothers and Asters have fallen our blood has flowed, 

Hey Bobby, Hey Fred. Hey Huey, 
But that am' tgonna stop vs the fascist pigs gonna be over throwed, 

Over them fascist pigs, over throw them fascist faggots, 
We've been harassed for too long we ain't taking no more shit, 

All power to the people, Black Power to People • 
We gonna deal with the fascist pig bullet, for bullet 

Bang, bang, pigs fallin, bang, bang pigs dead, pigs dead, 
Many more brave warriors may have to fall, 

Hey blood, 
But freedom fighters will bring the fascist pigs to their knees, 

and make them crawl, 
Crawl pig, crawl, and while you crawl I'm gonna piss on you pig, 

And tell them to get up against the wall, 
UP AGAINST THE WALL MOTHERFUCKER, UP AGAINST THE 
WALL MOTHERFUCKER. GET UP AGAINST THE WALL, YOU 

MOTHERFUCKTN' PIG 

Aaron Crowder 
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In 

Staten Island 
By Jan-Leta& Spencer and 

Ramona Deffendorf 
To those who think you have 

to be a member of the Black 
Panther Party or any other 
"Black Activist" or "Revolution-
ary" group to be the target of 
racist attacks: 

Miss Doreen Dow, the daughter 
of Mr. Ernest A. Dow, was the 
victim of a physical beating while 
attending Curtis High School here 
on Staten Island on February 
18, 1970. 

As Miss Dow related, she was 
climbing the stairs to the fourth 
floor of Curtis High School when 
she was conscious of a voice from 
her rear. "Did you write an article 
in the "Cats?" (referring to an 
article that Miss Dow had writ-
ten in her school newspaper). 
'Yes." "Are you Doreen DoW?" 
"Yes." Immediately following her 
affirmative response to this query 
Miss Dow was struck in the ab-
domen. Miss Dow then fell to the 
floor. Her assailant, a dank com-
plected caucasian dressed in a 
black imitation leather jacket and 
dark pants, then fled the scene. 

Miss Dow continued on her way 
to class, where she reported the 
incident to her instructor and 
asked to be excused to see the 
dean. Denying her request the in-
structor told her to be seated 
end begin talcin,g an examination 
along with the rest of her clas. 
After threatening to leave with-
out permission, Miss Dow was 
finally allowed to go to the Dean's 
O 
  

inci-
dent.  

11341- 

to her story was to attempt to 
locate her assailant and to notify 
Mr. and Mrs. Dow of the 

The Dean's hrtmedlate reaction 

Upon returning to the Prin- 
cipal's office, after an unsuccess- 
ful "search", for the assailant, the 
Dean and Miss Dow found that 
Doreen's mother had arrived and 
was awaiting them in the Prin- 
cipal's office. Mrs Dow insisted 
that she accompany her daughter 
on an independent search of the 
school—his request was initially 
denied, but after rigorous de-
mands on the part of Mrs. Dow, 
the school authorities consented 
to her request. 

At 12:50 Mr. Dow arrived at 
the school and informed the Prin-
cipal for the first time of the 
incident. Up to this time, the 
Principal was completely unaware 
of what had taken place. Mr. 
Dow's personal appraisal of the 
case was that there as an 
difference" on the part of the 
administration, arid an ignorance 
as to the possible consequences 
of an attack upon a Black girl 
by a white student after that girl 
has written an article in support 
of what is known as "Black Mil-
ivaney". The total sum of admin-
istrative actions at Curtis High 
School to locate Doreen's assail-
ant and to insure that incidents 
such as this do not recur were 
two conferences. One of these con-
ferences was attended by con-
cerned students of Staten Island 
Community College and certain 
community members. This con-
ference was not scheduled by the 
administration. The entire inci-
dent was known to the Staten 
Island Advance but was not pub-
lished in their subsequent issues 
and hasn't been to this writer's 
knowledge mentioned in any way. 
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By Bob Young 

The sixties, in America, was 
the scene of many changes for 
the Black man. It was the age of 
the "Long Hot Summer" or bet- 
ter known as the time when the 
Black Community took their div-
idends from the people who had 
been robbing them for years in 
their communities throughout the 
nation. This burst of Black energy 
into a strong external force of 
violence brought foth a counter-
action throughout the nation. New 
Federal, State and City Programs 
sprang up in most of the major 
cities, to remove Black youth 
from the streets; drawing them 
into the system and dulling the 
pangs of frustration and power-
lessness that had driven them into 
the streets in the first place. 
These programs were accompan-
ied by an increase in the Police 
Arsenal, Special Tactical Forces, 
Anti-riot training and Pig pres-
sure served as America's ans- 
wer to the race riot. 

big challenge came along, 
following this period, that must 
have done wonders for lock-
smiths and gun manufacturers. 
Black Power became a part of the 
nation's vocabulary. The mere 
combination of Black with the 
word Power brought fear to the 
racist, guilt-ridden soul of 
America. What would power mean. 
to a people who had been op-
pressed for so long? What would 
this mean to a people who had 
killed, and raped and humiliated 

A
ese people for so long? White 
merica turned to the long es-

tablished Civil Rights organiza-
tions and leaders to define the 
term Black Power. These leaders 
perceived Black Power as "Green 
Power," "Vote Power," "Brain 
Power," but were very careful 
to stay away from "Gun Power." 
White America 'breathed a deep 
sigh of relief. Black Power was 
defined as economical and politi-
cal in thrust and therefore under 
the control of the established 
economic and political powers in 
the nation. Political power was 
kicked around and debated, while 
economic power became Black 
Capitalism—adding black to the 
world capitalism makes elbout as 
much difference as adding water 
to water, all you get is more. 
America began to welcome and 
encourage Black Capitalism and 
why not? What easier way to 
eliminate the problems than to 
make the Black man identify with 
and ascribe to the very system 
that has suppressed him so long. 
How can you speak of Brothers 
and Sisters and believe in an 
economic system which is depen-
dent on the success of the indiVi-
dual by defeating and depriving 
others to achieve your goals. 
There is no lenity, no common 
goals for the benefit of the whole, 
only the goal of the individuals, 
succeeding through deft competi-
tion and the defeat of others. 
Of course American capitalism as 
very moralistic and beneficial 
goals, economic growth, full em-
ployment, price stability, 000110211- 

le freedom, equitable distribution 
of income, economic security—
but how many of these can a 
Black man or any man believe 
in as true goals. 

The endorsement of Black Cap- 

italism quickly found roots in the 
Black Bourgeoisie; who found it 
as a new status vehicle and gain- 
ed more recognition from White 
and ]Back America, but it ac- 
tually offers little or no advan-
tage to them or anyone else. A 
few token Blacks were placed in 
some new position and seen 
more often, but the power remain- 
ed as stable and exclusive as 
ever. 

The American cry of Black Ca-
pitalism came too late to halt 
the Black movement that had 
begun however. It may have ser-
ved to soothe the people for the 
present, like many Federal Aid 
Programs do, but the true strug-
gle for "human dignity" goes fur-
ther than the osmosis of the 
American way of life. It is no 
longer only a matter of becom-
ing an American, of wanting to 
belong, to fit in; not just a battle 
for Black rights but a struggle 
agalnst an oppressive system 
which is strangling the white 
American in the Appalachian 
mountains just as certainly as it 
is destroying the American Indian 
children on barren reservations 
and black tenant farmers in Mis-
sissippi, and Vietnameee and 
Loatian peasants in Asia. 

As people become more aware 
Of the hideous trick that has been 
played upon their minas and 
souls by a rather small group of 
individuals in power and as people 
begin to flex their muscles and 
attempt to deal with their condi-
tions of life the struggle will be-
come more bitter and will en-
compass many more people. If 
we are ever to stem the tide of 
inhumanity in our nation and the 
world the struggle must go on. 
The struggle will go on. 
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By Ted Malin 

At the present time, the na-
tion is witnessing a struggle on 
all levels between the forces of 
the people and the forces of gov-
ernmental repression. At stake is 
the right of all people to live 
like human , beings in a society 
at peace with the rest of the 
world, 

We have all seen the price of 
dissent. Black Panthers, Young 
Lords Organization members, 
Young Patriots, in short every 
organization that is truly at-
tempting to reach the masses of 
people to awaken a sense of com-
mon interest and concern have 
been harassed, bullied_ and finally 
murdered. 

The, actions of the government 
are to be expected. No group or 
individual ever has resigned 
power without a struggle. There-
fore the people must be careful 
to constantly be on the alert for 
instances which split unity and 
detract from the purposes and 
goals of our vanguard organiza-
tions. 

Recently, a female worker for 
the Black Panther Party was ac-
costed by an individual presently 
attending Staten Island Commun-
ity. College. This individual has 
been identified. This individual 
attempted to take monies from 
the female woziker for the Black 
Panther Party. The worker ran 
and was chased by this individual 
and two companions who have 
not yet been identified. Fortun-
ately, this worker for the Black 
Panther Party was not physically 
harmed and she was able to pro-
tect the monies that she had for 
the Black Panther Party Defense 
Fund for the New York 21. 

In a time when goverionental 
pressure is heavy, it is intolerable 
that anyone who is part of the 
people for whom the vanguard 
organizations have laid down 
their lives should act in such a 
reactionary fashion. 

Checkmate 
By Ted Malin° 

In the game of Chess, there is 
an opening move which is titled 
the "Danish Gambit" in which 
two pawns are used against a 
relatively weak opponent to gain 
control of the center Of the 
Board. 

As we all know, pawns do not 
have feelings; unless the pawns 
are human. Presently, it appears 
that the pawns here at S.I.C.C. 
(students) have been manipulated 
between two sepanste factions in 
a struggle which seems to have 
at stake certain Faculty and Ad-
ministration powers and preroga-
tives. 

Regardless of the personalities, 
involved, the student body will 
apparently end up in the same 
position it presently is in, that 
is, powerless to determine cur-
riculum changes and without ef-
fective control over the bulk of 
finances which come into this 
institution; and relatively no say 
in Administrative procedures 
such as Registration, 

As matters stand now the stu-
dents are sharply divided on 
whether or not to stand with the 
Faculty in its struggle to curb 
the Executive powers of the Pres-
ident of Staten Island Community 
College or whether to support the 
Executive and Administrative 
Branch. 

This is not a simple matter. In 
the Administrative Branch there 
are a greater number of Black 
people than has ever been at 
Staten Island at one time since 
its inception. To a great many 
Black students these individuals 
represent hope for a future life 
which the student will have an 
opportunity to use the skills de-
veloped in the eollege tot he bene- 
fit of themselves and hopefully 
their communities. For many 
even this "Image" of hope was 
not afforded the Black high 
school or college student. Every 
Black student in the past spent 
many agonizing hoarse of frus-
tration and worry as to whether 
or not the skills, developed in 
College will ever be used; as op-
posed to the general student con-. 
cern of how well these skills will 
be used. 

For this reason, there is a 
natural inclination on the part of 
Black students to think of the 
Administration with a favorable 
bias. 

On the other hand, we are 
aware, of the dangers inherent 
in following a path laid out for 
us by friend or foe. 

A realistic and intelligent di-
rection for all students to take 
is to attempt to gain some real 
Student power, so that our In-
terests can be protected by our-
selves. 
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Shannon Jones 

The housing situation in Browns-
ville is the worst in the city of 
New York, The area looks like the 
aftermath of World War H. The 
avaricious landlords can never 
be found. They don't show up to 
collect their rentals for fear of 
being supoenaed. They persist in 
refusing the minimal services for 
the tenants who are forced to 
live in these conditions because 
of the current housing shortage 
in. New York. City, because of 
poverty and because of racial dis-
crimination in the real estate in-
dustry. 

When the people on welfare re-
fuse to pay their rental because 
of the conditions, these housing 
pimps make deals with the wel-
fare so that the checks will be 
sent directly to them. The cor-
cupt housing officials and wel-
fare officials are quickly swayed 
to report that there are no vio-
lations on the landlord's buildings, 
usually through the use of bribes. 
The people are lied to constantly 
by the demagogic politicians in 
City Hall and 'Albany. The people 
have been told that if they, put 
pressure on the landlords and the 
city, the city will reduce the 
rentals and take over the build-
ing. This is just one of the con-
tradictions that lies within the 
power 'structure because What the 
politicians are doing is trying 
to rip off the land as cheaply as 
they can get it. After obtaining 
the land, middle income housing 
will go up in place of the tene-
ments and the poor become no-
mads again at the mercy of land-
lords and bureaucracies to again 
be placed in the same conditions 
they had just left. 

The people are slowly becoming 
hip and the people are tired of 
this method of soul murder by 
which their children's and their 
lives are being destroyed. In the 
upper east side, the Young Lords 
Organization is struggling to up-
lift the health of the people in 
their community by going house 
to house with equipment to, check 
for the possibility of lead poison-
ing in children. Tenants groups 
have formed throughout the city 
to fight proposals by the land-
lords for increased rentals With-
out any guarantee that services 
will improve or even be instituted. 
The people are tired of the bull 
shit and it's about time. 
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This individual has also been 
tentatively identified as a dealer • 

• in hard drugs (heroin, etc.). 'Ibis 
action is also, deplored not only 
because of the de,struction of 
brothers and sisters that these 
drugs portend but because these 

e ▪  activities While going on here 
• at Staten Island Community Col- . 
• 

lege are bringing this institution 
3 :30-5 :30 P.M. 	more and more to the eyes of that 

e • very same government which is • • bent on destroying all forms of • 
real dissent in this nation. e • 

Personal gain cannot be placed 

U RTH ER • 'before the welfare of the people 
a at large. 

I 


