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BY JUSTIN SARACHIK
CONTRIBUTOR

Nothing beats the feeling of popping in a
brand new cd that you’ve been waiting to
hear. The expectation of hearing your
favorite artist latest work is always grati-
fying after a long wait. Now imagine if
this cd was made by you. Imagine if you
have been waiting for this cd for eight
years! This is what happened to me.
Now bring it back...

Being in a band is something I've
endured since | was in the eighth grade.
| have always had a passion for music,
but no matter who | partnered with, it
never worked out. The closest thing to
recording was on the cassette tapes |
made of the band recording a practice.
Flash forward a few years and several
bands, and now | think the formula is just
right. As a band we all get each other,
The music flows through each of us like
blood through our veins. We have gar-
nered up a local following, and a nice
selection of songs. It is time to record.

Process of  Fusion, my band,
embarked on this journey together,
January 6th 2010. It was a good way to
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Process of Fusion in the studio working on their new alburm.
CD release show March 31st at the Cup. Myspace.com/Processoifusion

start the new year. We all had our
expectations, but none of us really
knew what to make of this new experi-
ence. Recording at times could be fun,
and at times could be tedious and
annoying. For me, sometimes it was
just downright boring. | am the vocalist,
which means, | go last. The drums go
first, then the bass, followed by guitars.
Since | share lead vocal responsibili-
ties, the other vocalist goes first.
Finally it is my turmn, and | must
admit how nervous | am feeling. It did
take me awhile to get used to playing
shows, but this isn't a show. My stage
fright days are behind me, but for some

odd reason this task seems grueling to
me. Maybe it's the seclusion from the
rest of the band in a big empty room.
Maybe it's the big headphones and sta-
tionary microphone on its stand,
instead of me holding it. Or maybe, just

- maybe it's the breaking down and ana-

lyzing of my voice piece by piece that
frightens me so much. Nevertheless, |
had to contribute my long awaited parts
to the song. Eventually, | grew accus-
tomed to recording and began to enjoy
it...then we finished. Perhaps next time
| can record with the same energy from
beginning of session until the end, but
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Protest admists financial troubles
in Greece.

The European Union —A Global

Economic Superpower?

BY THOMAS BRIGANDI
BUSINESS EDITOR

The dream of creating a national identity
for the continent of Europe which came
to fruition less than 20 years ago has
recently hit a road block. Several
European countries, in particular,
Greece, have been going though a seri-
ous economic conundrum the last few
months. These problems stem from a
number of issues. Primarily, they are a

-result of the international financial crisis

that has been raging the last two years,
coupled with the Greek government’s
uncontrolled fiscal spending prior to the
2009 Greek elections. These factors can
be blamed for the reason why the Greek
economy currently faces an enormous
budget deficit as well as an acutely high
debt to GDP ratio, which are laying siege
to that country’s economy right now.
Moreover, the economic ten-
sions currently plaguing Eurobe not only
threaten individual member nations, but

also the future of the European econom-
ic system itself. According to the article
“Euro Falls for Fifth Week Versus Dollar

. on Greece, Growth” from the website

Bloomberg, “Southern European coun-
tries are trapped in an overvalued cur-
rency and suffocated by low competitive-
ness, a situation that will lead to the
break-up of the euro bloc, according to
Societe Generale SA strategist. Albert
Edwards.” Essentially, Mr. Edwards is

asserting that the economies of .

Southern Europe are not as powerful as
their Northern European counterparts

~such as Germany or France and this

economic divide may prove to be the
final nail in the coffin, so to speak, of the
current European Monetary Union,. or
EMU. Additionally, due to the fact that
there are sixteen countries who are in
the European Union’s monetary union,
which all use the Euro as their national
currency, it is harder for the smaller
countries in the European Monetary

Continued on page 7
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After
Escaping
Jobless Rolls,
Trauma May
Linger

BY MICHAEL LUO
NYTIMES.COM

Antje Newby went back to work in
September, but she has still not escaped
the burden imposed by nine months of
unemployment.

Mrs. Newby and her husband were
forced to walk away from their home in
suburban Detroit and are now living here
in a rented house with their three chil-
dren. They are bracing for a huge tax bill
in the spring because of early with-
drawals they made on her 401(k) and
taxes they still owe on unemployment
benefits. Their credit is in tatters, and
their 16-year marriage showed cracks
they are still trying to repair.

“We’re not done living through the
fallout of all of that,” Mrs. Newby said,
four months into her new job as an
account director of “an advertising
agency here. ’

The wound of unemployrhent, as her
family has learned, is not. cauterized so
quickly, and lives do not simply go back
to the way they were. ,

Interviews with more than a dozen
people who were out of work at least a
half-year during the recession and have
now landed jobs found many adjusting to
new realities. Some of the changes are
self-imposed; others forced upon them.
They include grappling with newfound
insecurities and scaled-back budgets;
reshaped priorities and broken relation-
ships. In some ways, it is equivalent to
the lingering symptoms of post-traumat-
ic stress.

In returning to work, Mrs. Newby, 41,
has fulfilled a dream of millions of jobless
people as the economy lurches back to
life. But with the average duration of
unemployment now more than six
months, the consequences of the period
will continue to ripple through the lives of
many.

Matt Grogan, 40, who lost his job in
Michigan in 2007 and was out of work for
close to two years before landing a posi-

tion in information technology in West

Virginia seven months ago, said he was

petrified heading into his first perform-
ance review, . -

“ could not sleep that night,” Mr.
Continued on page 3 ‘ ’
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BY THOMAS MORRISSEY
ALUMNI CONTRIBUTOR

Ayn Rand Calls It Right, Again

Duting the Spring '09 semester, | had a
philosophy class (Comparative
Religions—great class, Prof. Hannon) in
which we, uh, compared religions.
When we got to environmental/Earth
Religior’, | got into a debate with one girl
who refused to hear anything that con-
tradicted her worldview on ‘global warm-
ing’. She told me flat out, “ don’t care. |
don’t want to hear any evidence.” Not
an unusual position on the Political Left,
I've found.

I've thought about her often in the
past couple of months, since the discov-
ery of emails revealing that top scientists
faked and lied about everything that
blames man (and particularly Western
Democratic societies) for ‘global warm-
ing’, | mean, ‘man-made climate
change’, or whatever the politically cor-
rect term is this week.

The 61 gigs of emails were leaked
from England’s University of East Anglia
Climate Research Unit (CRU), the pre-
eminent climate study facility in Europe.

Professor Phil Jones, leader of the
group, and others admltted in the emails
that:

1) data had been fudged:

I've just completed Mike's Nature
trick of adding in the real temps to each
series for the last 20 years (i.e. from
1981 onwards) and from 1961 for Keith’s
to hide the decline;

2) evidence suppressed:

Can you delete any emails you may

- have had with Keith re AR47?;

3) and, most damning, the ways to
best push dissenting scientific voices out

of the debate (bear in mind, when this

story first broke last November, ‘Mr.
Green’ Ed Begley Jr. stressed how
important it was to read and believe the
peer-reviewed process):

“This was the danger of always criti-
cizing the skeptics for not publishing in
the “peer-reviewed literature”. Obviously,
they found a solution to that-take over a
journal! So what do we do about this? |
think we have to stop considering
“Climate Research” as a legitimate peer-

reviewed journal. Perhaps we should -

encourage our colleagues in the climate
research community to no longer submit

to, or cite papers in this journal. We
would also need to consider what we
tell or request of our more reasonable
colleagues who currently sit on the edi-
torial board...What do others think?”

“ will be emailing the journal to tell
them I'm having nothing more to do
with it until they rid themselves of this
troublesome editor.”™ it results from this
journal having a number of editors. The
responsible one for this is a well-known
skeptic in NZ. He has let a few papers
through by Michaels and Gray in the
past. I've had words- with Hans von
Storch about this, but got nowhere.
Another thing to discuss in Nice I"

Last column | said | would tell you
how listening to Al Gore would make
you poorer and him richer. Here it is:
the ‘cap-and-trade’ bill Obama is seek-
ing to push through Congress looks to
establish a market for trading ‘carbon
credits’. Al Gore, the man who flies a
private jet around the world and leaves
all the lights on in his Tennessee man-
sion all night long, the man who shakes
his finger in everybody else’s face
about what energy hogs and carbon
pigs they are, owns three companies
that stand to trade those credits. There
is a terrific piece in the Feb. 2010 issue
of Harper's magazine that breaks the
carbon trading shell game down. In

essence, a U.N.-controlled ‘carbon
police force’ would have enforcement
power over every nation who didn’t
toe their line on a commodity whose
value ‘rests entirely on the promise of
its absence’.

Commodities used to have a tan-
gible presence, like gold, pork bellies
or frozen concentrated orange juice
(shout out to “Trading Places’). Now?
Who decides who has or doesn't have
carbon? Al Gore and his friends, who
stand to make a ton of money! The
emperor has no clothes, people.
Time to point it out.

I'm currently working my way
{slowly) through Ayn Rand’s master-
piece Atlas Shrugged (definitely a rec-
ommended read), and | came across
a quote from the author:

The uncontested absurdities of
today are the accepted slogans of
tomorrow, They come to be accepted
by degrees, by precedent, by implica-
tion, by erosion, by default, by dint of
constant pressure on one side and
constant retreat on the other - until the
day when they are suddenly declared
to be the country's official ideology.

On 2/15/10, Dr. Jones admitted
there has been no global warming for
the past fifteen years.

Time to challenge those absurdi-
ties, people.

“After Escaping Jobless Rolls, Trauma May Linger”
Continued from the front page

Grogan said. ‘1 called my mom. | had so

much anxiety. | was worried about going

to that meeting and having them say,
‘You're done.””

Lee Black, 43, who lost his job in
information technology twice for a total
of eight months in the recession, forcing
him to declare bankruptcy, has now
taken over from his wife the handling of
his family’s finances, and is hewing for
the first time to a strict budget. Their fam-
ity of five goes to church now every
Sunday. And he has quit drinking.

Still, even though Mr. Black has been
back to work for more than six months,
he continues to feel as if he is living on a
knife’s edge. The job he found is in
Cincinnati, a two-hour drive from his
home in Columbus. He stays in a
camper he keeps in a parking lot near
his work during the week and pours him-
self unrelentingly into his job, volunteer-
ing for extra shifts, including overnight
on Christmas.

“If the rug is pulled out again, I'm not
going to survive,” he said.

In the case of the Newbys, the strife
between Mrs. Newby and her husband,

Tom, 42, whose work in commercial
flooring dried up last year as well, has
cooled after flaring in the crucible of
unemployment, but the embers remain.

The fate of their house in Michigan,
on which they have not made payments
in months, is still looming, and with it, the
full impact on their credit. With no sav-
ings and little chance of securing a loan,
they worry about how they will be able to
get a new car in June when the lease on
their old one expires.

“We've got financial impact we're
going to deal with forever,” said Mrs.
Newby, who is still behind on her bills.

And small and large changes now
abound in their lives. The family packed
up and moved south in a matter of
weeks after Mrs. Newby was hired. Their
older daughter, Allison, 16, once an avid
basketball player, is no longer playing in
her new school. The couple has
resolved to rent and never own again
after feeling trapped by their old house.

“This has totally changed my per-
spective,” Mrs. Newby said.

It is not clear whether those who
have gone back to work will embrace a
new frugality. The Newbys are doing
their best to rein in their spending, both
out of necessity and to make sure they

are better protected for the future. Like
many other Americans, they had always
simply spent what they earned.

But they have failed to set aside any-
thing so far, even with Mrs. Newby's six-
figure salary. Their race to catch up on
bills is only part of the explanation. They
are still without a second income,
because the couple agreed that Mr.
Newby would stay home initially to help
the children, including Tommy, 4, and
Mackenzie, 7, through the transition.
The cost of day care also means it
makes little sense for him to take just
any job.

They have tried to exercise disci-
pline, but the reality is they have strug-
gled at times to shed old habits. They
had initially set a budget of $1,300 a
month for their rental home, the same as
their mortgage back in Michigan, but
they wound up inching up to $1,600,
because they fell in love with the house
they are living in now.

- Mr. Newby has intentionally been
less strict with the children to help them
through the tumuit. He has been espe-
cially conscious about giving Allison, a
high school junior who still breaks down
in tears at times over their move, a wide

berth.

For her part, Allison says she is
studying harder than ever because she
believes she now needs to get a scholar-
ship to go to college. Her career goals
have shifted as well. She is focused on
finding a job in a stable field to avoid
what happened to her parents.

She has observed her parents’ rela-
tionship warm up, but it is not clear if
they are all the way back. The other day,
the couple found themselves arguing
once again about the Michigan house.
Mrs. Newby wanted to go to the bank
and finally settle the matter, but her hus-
band argued it was fine to wait.

“It was the old tapes playing again,”
Mrs. Newby said.

Even with the long shadow of her job
loss, Mrs. Newby's attitude toward work
has shifted, driven in part by her
Christian faith. In an all-consuming
advertising career, she is now less
inclined to throw herself completely into
it.

“l gave so much of my life, so much
of my energy and time to serving this
company and clients and for what?” she
said. “Where did it get me?”
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The Myth of Non-Creation of
Wealth

BY MICHAEL MILEY
OPINION EDITOR

- There is a story that conservatives tell
about the Government being incapable of
creating wealth. Why this myth persists
when it is a falsehood is really obvious,
and it boggles my mind. Those of you out

- there who are prone to telling the tale will
still hold by. You'll ask when has govern-
ment ever 'created wealth.' There is a
very simple answer to this, and it's the
New Deal. :

| probably just lost some of you -
philosophically, at least - but before you
balk at that notion with cries of 'no it made

-things worse!', or ‘it didn’t have any
impact at alll* just hear me out.

First, let's tackle the idea that the New
Deal didn't help anyone, and it was really
World War [l that ended the Great
Depression. We all can see that the end
of a depression or a recession is almost
completely arbitrary. Remember that
these are technical terms having to do
with the relative growth of the econamy
over several fiscal quarters, and not how
people feel about the country as a whole.
For instance, we have a ten percent
unemployment rate in America today (this
is also fairly arbitrary in the way it's calcu-
lated, so the actual number of jobless

people is closer to seventeen percent)

which many people would consider a
poor sign of economic strength.
However, the economy has grown
enough in recent quarters to officially pro-
claim our Great Recession over. This is in

light of the fact there has been no major'

change in the employment rate and the
quality of living for many people has gone
down! Average wages have stagnated
since the 1970s: while the cost of living
has sky-rocketed in comparison.
Historically, they have increased at rea-
sonably equal levels.

Leaving that aside for a moment, I'm
going to ask everyone a question; from
an economic standpoint, what was World
War 11? From a pure economic stand-
point, World War Il was the largest
Government spending pfogram in all of
US history. One could surmise that if FDR
had been able to spend as much money
as he did during World War Il on the New
Deal, then the New Deal could have
ended the Depression all on its' own.

That may not be a good enough
explanation for some. They will say ‘well,
the markets could have done better.'

Again, this is false. In 1937, FDR decid- -

ed to try and balance the budget (in order
to placate the Republicans in Congress at

the time.) What soon happened was not
the economic upturn that many people
insisted would happen. Instead, what
promptly happened was the economy
took a nose dive. In the next election the
Republicans described 1937-38 as the
“Roosevelt Recession,” trying to show
that the New Deal had failed by using the
example of when Roosevelt had tried to
do the conservative thing.

Does any of this sound fammar to
you?

But now | will provide you with an
example of Government creating wealth

‘that you can't hand-wave away as a fluke

of history.

| don't make a lot of money. I'm a stu-
dent working part-time for the college,
which although convenient, doesn't actu-
ally pay very well. Do you remember that
big snow storm we had a few week back?
Lots of snow all over the roads, everyone
was really irritated. You remember, right?
Well, as annoying as that storm was (dou-
bly so for me, since it iead to the:school
being closed and lost wages)y it actually
presented me with a great opportunity.
What some people may or may not know
is that Mayor Bloomberg decided to hire
extra people for $12 an hour to help the
Sanitation Department ‘remove (read:
shovel) snow. | joined a work crew, and
we had to shovel snow out from every
sidewalk, bus stop, and fire hydrant
between Bay Street and Clove Road In
that one day of work | made as much

money as | had on my best pay check of
this year. There were 22 other guys with
me that day. Many of them were grateful
for their first chance to work in a long
time, if only for a few days. | can only
assume that there were a lot of similar
stories out there, being told by similar
people shoveling similar snow in other
parts of the city. All those people earned
a check that they can use to buy the
things they need.

- Yes, that's right. They... no... WE
will be able to buy things; that is the very
definition of the economy. It is the need
that drives our consumer culture. So,
please, the next time someone tells you
that Government is incapable of creating
wealth, just ask them how many people
would not have been able to go out and
buy a new pair of boots without the
money they made from that job shoveling
snow for the government. Ask them how

putting purchasing power in the hands of

consumers doesn't increase corporate
profits, especially since is seems that
many Republicans (and self~confessed
Consetrvatives) have forgotten what the
economy is. Greek for ‘the movement of

wealth through the population' not ‘the

hoarding of wealth by your corporate
overlords.'" | would suggest that
Republicans  (and

ment that holds up to scrutiny.
Oh, just one more thing; Herbert
Hoover wasn't a Liberal. Stop it!

Internship Opportunities @ The Banner

Phone: (718) 982-3116

The Banner is now offering internships to CSl students.
Internships take place for one semester and offer opportuni
ties to learn about Journalism and New Media. Through these
internships students will become involved in the operation and
production of The Banner. Interns will work a minimum of (10)
hours per week. Depending on the type of internship students
will learn about and assist in blogging, correspondence, edit-
ing, fact-checking, graphic design, layout & production, pho-
tography, reporting, web design, etc.

For more information visit us in 1C-228 or contact us:

E-Mail: the.Banner.csi@gmail.com

Check Out The Banner On The Web

The Banner on Wordpress:

http://thebannercsi.wordpress.com

The Banner on Twitter: hitp:/twitter.com/thebannercsi

The Banner on Facebook: Search for ‘The Banner’

BY BRIAN GONZALEZ

EDITOR IN CHIEF

The Banner is always in a constant state
of change from those who work on it, to
what's in it. The point is that there is no
perfect newspaper and there will never be
one, but there is an ideal one. This ‘ideal’
is something that can’t be attained but will
always be worked towards. While this is

the next the intention here is to create a
paper that informs its readers about
issues of relevance as well as stories that
have some impact on its readers.
Unfortunately there is something that's

- hinders this process and that's a lack of
feedback.

Newspapers can’t function properly
without feedback from it's readers without
it we don’t know if we are meeting the
expectations our readers. While we try to
function in the public interest the essential
part of all this is you ‘the public.’

The ‘Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,” states that, “Everyone has the

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
The Public Interest and
‘YOU’

right to freedom of opinion and expres-
sion; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek,

something that differs from one editor to -

receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of
frontiers.”

As the public you have the rlghts

mentioned above and others that seem to -

be taken for granted. The point is that the
media specifically newspapers for our
purposes, act as a forum where people
are informed about stories that directly
effect their daily lives. This can only be

done if you choose to participate inthis -

public forum where your opinion holds
weight in the debate of events. | leave
you this this excerpt from the Dec/aration
of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen’,

“The free communication of ideas and

opinions is-one of the most precious of

the rights of man. Every citizen may,

accordingly, speak, write, and . print with
freedom, but shall be responsible for
such abuses of this freedom as shall be
defined by law.”
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BANNER
BRIEFS
A Roundup of CSI News

Campus Events Celebrate Black
History Month

From lectures to films to concerts, the
College of Staten Island is celebrating
Black History Month during February.

Commenting on the events, CSI Vice
President for Student Affairs Dr. Jerald
Jones-Woolfolkk said, “The College of
Staten Island has planned a wide array
of educational and entertaining pro-
grams to celebrate the contributions
made by African American to this coun-
try. Among the programs planned is the
College’s first Martin Luther King, Jr.
Convocation to be held on Wednesday,
February 17 in the Center for the Arts
Recital Hall. The keynote speaker will be
the first African American to hold elected
office from Staten Island, the Honorable
Councilwoman Debi Rose.”

Other highlights include 1960s pop
sensation Ronnie Spector at the Center
for the Arts Concert Hall on February 13
at 8:00pm, a Jazz Dinner featuring Keith
Marks on February 18 in the Campus
Center Green Dolphin Lounge, and poset
Samantha Thornhill on February 25 in
the Green Dolphin Lounge.

“The Division of Student Affairs
encourages everyone to participate in
these events as we celebrate diversity.
These programs raise awareness and
provide our students, staff, and faculty
unique opportunities to embrace diversi-
ty and further create a campus climate
that is accepting of and attentive to the
cultural heritage of our entire community.
At CSI, no one is invisible” Dr. Jones-
Woolfolk added.

CSITODAY.NET

“A Little Love on Campus”
Valentine Fundraiser Being Held
for the People of Haiti

Members of the student organization,
Organization of Unique Individuals (OUI
Club), spent part of their winter break
emailing and phoning each other in an
effort to organize an event on campus to
help the people of Haiti after their devas-
tating earthquake. An emergency meet-
ing of the organization’s officers was
convened, where the concept of spread-
ing “A Little Love on Campus” was born.

The “A Little Love on Campus”
Valentine relief for Haiti fundraiser will be
held on Thursday, February 11 in
Buildings 1P and 1C from 1:30pm to
3:30pm. A raffle prize consisting of a
Valentine lunch for two at Li Greci's
Staaten, two movie tickets to the United
Artists Theater, and Valentine's Day
accessories such as sparkling cider and
wine glasses, will be the feature item at
the fundraiser.

CSITODAY.NET

BY TERRY MARES
CSITODAY.NET

It's a new semester at CSl, but, unfortu-
nately, it’s still cold and flu season, includ-
ing the possibility of an outbreak of H1N1
virus, better known as Swine Flu.
However, members of the College com-
munity can rest assured that College offi-
cials are on the case to prevent wide-

" spread illness on campus, and have been

since last spring.

The College’s plan to deal with an
H1N1 outbreak is based upon the CUNY
plan, which follows the guidelines set by
the New York State Department of Health
and the national Centers for Disease
Control (CDC), according to Linda Conte,
director of the Health and Wellness
Services.

During the Fall 2009 semester, CSI
launched a comprehensive Website
regarding the illness and how they can
protect their students from the virus.
Brochures and posters, as well as more
than 200 hand sanitizer pumps were
installed in central locations in all build-

ings. The Website also includes a self-
reporting form for College students, staff,
and faculty members to tell CSI if they
have flu-like symptoms, in an effort to col-
lect data on the level of those affected.
Peer Educators and College
Ambassadors also distributed flu fighter
kits, including hand sanitizer, cough
drops, and single-use thermometers, to
students.

Conte reports that, fortunately, CSI
was not hit hard by the flu last fall, but that
has not stopped the College from remain-
ing prepared for a potential future out-
break. “When you don't know what to
expect, you have an obligation to prepare
as a group,” Conte said, noting that the
College-wide preparedness group is still

Photo by csitoday.net

meeting on a regular basis to assess the
health situation at CSL.

Terianne Darragh, RN, MSN at the CSI
Health Center affirmed that “We are definite-
ly prepared in the event that there is another
wave [of the flu].”

What can members of the College com-
munity do to protect themselves and others
this winter? First of all, stay home if you have
a fever of 100.4 F, cough, sore throat, runny
nose, rash, nausea, diarrhea, or vomiting.
Also, wash hands thoroughly; use hand san-
itizer, especially after contact with door
knobs, railings, or any other public surfaces;
avoid touching your mouth or eyes; and
sneeze and cough into your elbow, not your
hand.

President Morales Hosts
Legislative Breakfast

BY CSITODAY.NET

Area legislators and their representa-
fives were updated on the state of the
College of Staten lIsland, its future
plans, and the CUNY budget last week
at a breakfast hosted by CSI President
Dr. Tomas Morales,

Underscoring the fact that CSI “is
one of the very few institutions in
American higher education that enjoys
an extraordinary level of support from
both sides of the aisle from our city,
state, and federal legislators,” Morales
began the meeting, which included a
PowerPoint presentation that not only
provided news of the College’s latest
achievements, such as a steady
increase in enroliment, a 48% increase
in the number of entering baccalaure-
ate students over the past three years,
and a doubled enroliment in the presti-
gious Macaulay Honors College, but a
look ahead at CSP's Master Plan.
Outlining the plan, Morales focused on
the anticipated growth of the campus,
including new residence halls, a dedi-
cated building for the new state-of-the-
art High-Performance Computing
Facility, expansion of the Campus
Center and Library, renovation of
Building  2M, a new Welcome
Center/Transportation Center, and
plans to make the campus more bicy-
cle-friendly by adding bike paths.

City University of New York Senior
Vice Chancellor for  University
Relations and Secretary of the Board of

Trustees Jay Hershenson discussed
the University’s budgetary situation. On
the positive side, he noted that CUNY’s
mandatory costs would be covered for
the coming year, but added, on the
negative side, that the University also
faces an $84.4 million state aid reduc-
tion. Hershenson also mentioned that
CUNY enroliment is up in the current
hard economic climate, most likely as a
result of people attempting to acquire
the skills that they need to compete in
the today's tight job market. Another
increase, Hershenson reported, is a
120% boost in transfer applications to
the University. ’

After the two presentations, Dr.
Morales opened the floor to the guests
for questions and comments. Meaghan
Devereaux, Chief of Staff for Staten
Island Borough President James
Molinaro, and a CSI alumna, shared
her feelings about the wonderful edu-
cation that she received at CSI, and
she credited Dr. Morales for making
CSI the quality institution that it is
today, commenting that he is very
engaged with the Borough.

The meeting concluded with
remarks from CUNY Trustee and CSI
alumna Kay Pesile, who noted that she
has taught Finance classes as an
adjunct at the College since 1978 and
mentioned that initially, it was difficult
for CSI grads to find job placements in
Wall Street firms, but today she is writ-
ing letters of recommendation to these

firms on behalf of students “who are on
an equal footing with [students] at NYU,
Pace, St. John's.” Trustee Pesile then
called on the legislators to work to
expand CSI students’ opportunities.
Other attendees at the breakfast
were: NYS Assemblyman Michael
Cusick, Meaghan Devereaux (repre-
senting SI Borough President James
Molinaro), NYS Assemblywoman Janele
Hyer-Spencer, Joe Borelli (representing
NYC Councilman Vincent Ignizio), Kim
Marsell (representing NYS Senator
Andrew Lanza), Patrick Hyland (repre-
senting U.S. Representative Michael
McMahon), NYC  Councilwoman
Deborah Rose, Anthony Basile (repre-
senting NYC Councilman James Oddo),
NYS Senator Diane Savino, NYS
Assemblyman Matthew Titone, Michael
Capottelli (representing NYS
Assemblyman Lou Tobacco), CSI VP for
Institutional Advancement and External
Relations Barbara Eshoo, CSI Provost
and Senior VP for Academic Affairs Dr.
William Fritz, CSI VP for Finance and
Administration Milton Santiago, CSI VP
for Student Affairs Dr. Jerald Jones-
Woolfolk, CSI VP for Technology
Systems Dr. Michael Kress, President
Morales's Chief of Staff Dr. Ann Lubrano;
CSI Student Government President Nick
lambrone, CSI Foundation Board
President Robert Cutrona, CSI Finance
Professor Dr. Jonathan Peters, and CSI

Political Science Professor Dr. Richard ‘

Flanagan.

“For the Record, Press the Red Button”
Continued from the front page

lets get through this first.

The next step is mixing. This is when
you go through every song looking for
things to tweak or add. Usually it's just a
matter of raising volumes on various
parts like cymbals or notes, but some-
times we can add cool effects to the
voice or music. The point is to experi-
ment and play with your sound until you
get the perfect one. Once mixing is
done, now it's time to master. Mastering
is bringing the music up to the level of
quality you would hear on the radio or
any other cd. As our producer said,
“You'll sound big”. The moment of truth is
almost here...

“Quick, pop the cd in,” exclaims my
excited guitar player. We all lean forward
to await the familiar sound of guitars
coming through the speakers. “Der ner
ner ner, dun dun dun...” There it is, the
guitar, here comes the drums! | cannot

properly put into words what the feeling ‘

of hearing yourself professionally
recorded coming through the stereo
sounds like. If you have recorded a pro-
fessional album, and you are reading
this, you know what | speak of, | guess
the next big move would be to radio, but
for now the easy part is out of the way.
Time to market, press copies, and pro-
mote our album and up coming shows.
Now it gets hard...

BY CUNY.EDU

A new CUNY website is scheduled to
launch February 11...The new website is
a comprehensive media tool designed
by the University Relations Web
Services Team to provide fast, efficient
links to a host of useful services for stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni and increas-
ingly, the world. More than one million
visitors searching more than five million
page views rely on the University’s pre-
mier information source each month.

The new website offers quick access
to the CUNY Portal, where users can log
in to carry out University business, such
as applying for admission, registering for
classes, accessing Blackboard and
other services. There are quick links to
academic and library resources, as well
as to all of the colleges and professional
schools.

Navigation is s’imple. With one click from
the home page, you can:

- Check the CUNY catalog for available
courses;

- Find office telephone numbers for fac- -

to Be L ucd Feb ;

" ulty and staff at every campus;

- Sign-up for e-mail alerts;

- Apply for jobs across the University—
and much more.

There are also easy links to the site's
“role-based pages” above the main nav-
igation bar, where you'll find information,
updates and links customized to specific
University audiences—future students,
current students, faculty/staff and alum-
ni. Click on “Current Students,” for
instance, and you'll find student news,
events, and links to online apps like e-
SIMS course registration, financial aid
information and student services, from
child care to counseling. Or click on
“Faculty/Staff” to find resources ranging
from the Citizenship and Immigration
Project to information about key
University benefits and policies.

The Google search function is cus-
tomized for CUNY data, returning more
productive, relevant results with sug-
gested links. The “About” section offers a
bigger, broader source of general infor-
mation about CUNY. And one of the
newest features, the “Find It section,

Brookiyn Commemorates

National Black HIV/AIDS

- Awareness Day

BY CUNY.EDU

The Center for the Study of Brooklyn at
Brooklyn College, the Brooklyn Linkage
to Care Coalition (BLCC) and the
Watchful Eye are bringing together com-
munity leaders, HIV/AIDS experts, serv-
ice providers and consumers to com-
memorate National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day on Monday, February 8,
from 9 am. to 1 p.m. in the Student
Center. Brooklyn Deputy Borough
President Yvonne Graham, founder of
Caribbean Women’s Health Association,
Inc., will be the keynote speaker.

With 100 more HIV/AIDS-related
deaths than Manhattan and the other bor-
oughs in 2007, Brooklyn has sadly
become the epicenter of the epidemic in
New York and the nation for blécks,
women, adolescents and children living
with the virus. Brooklyn has consistently
outpaced the nation with the largest num-
ber of individuals who, when diagnosed
with HIV, are also diaghosed with AIDS,
perhaps  an indicator that they are not
benefitting from access to the care and
treatment that can extend their lives.

Divinah Bailey, founder and executive

director of the Watchful Eye, will intro-
duce the revitalization of the Brooklyn
Red Ribbon Campaign, and BLCC repre-
sentatives will present the first-ever
Brooklyn HIV/AIDS "Strategic Plan. The
assistant commissioner of the Bureau of
HIV Prevention and Control, Monica
Sweeney, M.D., will provide a preview of
the “Brooklyn Knows” HIV testing cam-
paign to begin in December 2010.
Breakfast and lunch will be served, and
Junior's Restaurant will provide a dessert
tasting of their world-famous cheese-
cake.

The Center for Study of Brooklyn is
the first and only Brooklyn-based institu-
tion dedicated to serving the borough by
elevating critical policy and publi¢ affairs
issues to the citywide discourse, conduct-
ing and providing access to Brooklyn-
based data and research, and advancing
community initiatives that impact change.

The BLCC, formed in 2006, includes rep-
- resentatives from Brooklyn-based hospi-

tals and clinics; the New York City
Department of  Health and Mental
Hygiene; researchers from CUNY, SUNY
and the National Development and
Research Institutes; direct service
providers; religious institutions;' policy

makers and funders. The Watchful Eye
Testing, Outreach and Prevention initia-
tive is a community mobilization effort
with the major goals of encouraging indi-
viduals to get tested, learn their status
and become involved.

On Sunday, February 7, the coalition
will celebrate an “An Evening of Praise
and Awareness” at Long Island
University. Hosted by Bishop Albert
Jamison, the event is a special tribute to
Congressman Edolphus Towns (D, NY-
10) that will feature elected officials,
gospel choirs and testimony from people
living with HIV/AIDS. Scheduled to

appear are Senator John Sampson,'

Assemblyman Darryl Towns, Councilman
Al Vann, recording artist Kristina

Halloway, Bishop Gerald Seabrook and’

the Rehoboth Cathedral Church Choir,
Bishop Eric Figueroa, Sr. and the New
Life Tabernacle Choir, Chadrick
Coleman, Jason Hendrickson, Kalvin
LeVeille, Nakeesha Witherspoon, Q The
Prophet and Michelle Lopez. Free on-site
HIV/AIDS testing will be available. The
event will take place in Luntey Commons

at Flatbush Extension and DeKalb’
Avenue at 4 p.m. No registration is nec-

essary.. .

features the most popular topics
searched by users.

The new site was developed with wide
involvement from the CUNY community,
said Senior Vice - Chancellor for
University Relations Jay Hershenson.
More feedback is being sought during
this week's countdown to the launch.
“We have made it a priority to reach out
across the University to incorporate the
community’'s needs,” Hershenson said.
“We want o ensure that people see the
new site now, and we welcome continu-
ing public comment."Throughout the site
are many images—starting with the
home page “biliboard,” a multimedia
showcase of slides and videos, featuring
top news, special events, campaigns
and achievements around the University.
Click on the link that says “CUNY
Channel” and there is a constant stream
of new videos being produced on cam-
puses across the University.

More than a year ago, the Office of
University Relations began gathering
opinions and ideas to assemble a deep-
er understanding of users’ experiences.
Data, comments and suggestions were
gathered through a user-satisfaction sur-
vey, and through dozens of meetings
with students, faculty, staff and friends of
the University. The Web Services team
site design and architecture reflect these
intensive outreach efforts directed by
University Web Services ~Manager
Daniel Shure. The result Is a fifth-gener-
ation website that extends CUNY’s repu-
tation for service with advanced function
and innovative design inspired by ideas
from across the University community.
The City University of New York is the
nation’s leading urban public university.
Founded in New York City in 1847 as
The Free Academy, the University’s 23
institutions ‘include 11. senior colleges,
six community - colleges, the William E.
Macaulay Honors College at CUNY, the

| Graduate School and University Center,

the CUNY Graduate ' School of
Journalism, the CUNY School of Law,
the CUNY School of Professional

| Studies and the CUNY School of Public

Heaith. The University serves 260,000
credit students and 269,808 adult, con-
tinuing and professional education stu-
dents. College Now, the University's
academic enrichment program . for
32,500 high school students, is offered
at CUNY campuses and more than 300
high schools throughout the five bor-
oughs of New York City. The University
offers online ‘baccalaureate degrees
through  the School of Professional
Studies and an individualized baccalau-
reate through the CUNY Baccalaureate
Degree. More than 1 million visitors and
2 million: page views are served each
month - by  www.cuny.edu, - the
University’s website. -




BY NERVANA GABALLA
SCIENCE EDITOR

Unusual links and sponsorships
between organizations have raised sye-
brows amongst those paying close
attention to the groups actions; oxy-
moron if you will.

The Heart Truth campaign, a campaign
led by the National Heart, Lung and
Blood Institute, has partnered up with
Coca Cola to promote Diet Coke. Also,
McDonald’s has sponsored the Winter
Olympics in Canada this year.

Most people have watched Morgan
Spurlock’s “Super Size Me", and the
message about McDonald was nowhere
close to being about its health benefits.
In fact, during the documentary,
Spurlock gained weight, lost his libido,
and was on verge of heart problems
from eating McDonald's every day for a
month. When Qlympians trained, |
would believe that their diet was strict to
the point where empty calorie foods
would be unheard of and out of their
vocabulary. Yet, a fast food chain was

Too much sponsorship
be bad for your health

may

able to sponsor such a healthy and
active project such as the Olympics.
An ulterior motive seems to be the only
logic for this partnership. Is
McDonald’s trying to associate itself
with healthy eating to raise revenue
and attract those people more self con-
scious about their health and weight?
How  much  sponsorship  did
McDonald’s provide? 1t must have
been a lot since the committee issued
to find funding for the Olympics
believed the partnership was worth-
while.

The media has a large affect on
these partnerships as well. Take the
partnership between the WNational
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and
Coca Cola; Diet Coke bottles carry the
heart logo to advertise its participation
in the Heart Truth campaign. However,
why was Diet Coke the Coca Cola
product of choice? Dasani, also a
Coca Cola product, was not used in
place of it, even though it would have
made more logical sense to. The theo-
ry that stands close to the thinking of

reason is the fact that Coca Cola is
trying to raise its image of Diet Coke
as a healthy beverage choice.
Everyone knows the benefits of water
but if Diet Coke can be in the same
realm as water, a profit can be made.

Again, this is when keeping a
close eye on the actions of certain
organizations and their partnerships
with other organizations might not
seem logical, can come in handy. The
understanding of their motives opens
the eyes of consumers. Is the compa-
ny they once trusted to be working for
their health and benefit really working
for their health and benefit? When

Photo from: unstructure.com

large funding is at stake, does the
organization stick to its principles or
go for profit? What is the price of a
sell-out?

According to Fraud Examination
by W. Steve Albrecht, “The U.S.
President most famous for his hon-
esty, Abraham Lincoln, once threw a
man out of his office, angrily turning
down a substantial bribe. When
someone asked why he was so angry,
he said, ‘Every man has his price, and
he was getting close to mine.”” In this
day and age, how strong is our will
power to do what is right and moral?

Moderation is the best
medicine for a college
student

BY KRISTIN DALTON
CONTRIBUTOR

Adderall, chemically known as amphet-
amine and dextroamphetamine, is pre-
scribed for ADHD, or Attention Deficit
Hyperactive Disorder. For children and
adults suffering from ADHD, Adderall is
used to calm down symptoms.
Additionally, it is also used for people
suffering from narcolepsy and was
once used to help with weight loss. As
with any medicine there are cases of
abuse and overdose, more commonly
in college students. Students look to
Adderall as “the study drug” to help
keep wakefulness and alertness while
studying.

When used as prescribed Adderall,
although a stimulant, causes a calming
effect for those suffering from ADHD. It
is not known exactly how it creates a
calming effect, but it is known to alter
chemicals within the brain. Adderall
comes in a tablet form, which is usual-
ly taken twice daily to control symptoms
of ADHD. Most who are prescribed

6 Adderali do not abuse it, because it will

bring on the symptoms that they're trying
to control. Alcohol along with, stimulants,
certain prescription and OTC drugs
should not be taken with Adderall because
of a possible drug interaction.

Also known as ‘“the study drug”,
Adderall has become popular over the
years with college students, especially
full-time students. Overloaded with class-
es, homework, jobs and social lives stu-
dents often have a hard time prioritizing
and wait till the last minute to cram for
exams. This is where Adderall comes into
the picture. It is an amphetamine, which
increases focus and alertness while
decreasing appetite and fatigue ideal for
cramming for tests. Not the greater of
choices, but a common one and becoming
increasingly more popular.

Coffee just isn’t cutting it with college
student’s anymore- SAMHSA’s National
Survey on Drug Use and Health reported
between 2006-2007, 18-22 year olds were

twice as likely to use Adderall non-med-.

ically. Because Adderall commonly pre-
scribed it is not difficult for students to get
their hands on some from friends or even

family members.

Recently, Adderall abuse among col-
lege students has raised much concern.
Binge drinking is also extremely common
among college students in addition to
other drugs. Mixing these two can have
devastating effects, something that most
do not think of before abusing the drug.

A smaller, more recent survey done of
150 students that attend the College of
Staten Island, found that 53% of students
between the ages of 18-22, have used or
known a peer who has used Adderall to
help them study. In addition, 47% of
these students reported alcohol or mari-
juana use while taking Adderall. What
might seem like an easy solution to a lack
of time can create problems down the
road. Such as further abuse of Adderall,
abuse of other drugs, stroke, heart
attack, anxiety, high blood pressure and
many others.

Being young, vuinerable and easily
influenced by peers, Adderall can be very

dangerous. As with any drug, there is the

chance of dependency, which is more
likely with Adderall. Taking high doses of
a stimulant can result in an irregular
heartbeat, dangerously high body tem-
peratures, and the potential for cardio-
vascular failure or seizures. Taking high
doses of some stimulants repeatedly
over a short period of time can lead to
hostility or feelings of paranoia. Most
drugs are considered gateway drugs, and

this is no exception. It can lead to other
drug abuse, especially other prescription
drugs. Full-time college students who
were non-medical users of Adderall are
almost 3 times as likely as those who had
not used Adderall non-medically to have
used marijuana in the past year 8 times
more likely to have used cocaine in that
period, 8 times more likely to have been
non-medical users of prescription tran-
quilizers, and 5 times more likely to have
been non-medical users of prescription
pain relievers.

College students need to be more
aware of what they are doing to  their
bodies for the sacrifice of partying until
3a.m, popping an Adderall, and studying
all night before the test. The problem is
the young mentality we all have, it will
never happen to me. Hearing about
addiction and possible death from addic-
tion, the first thing that comes to mind, “I
will never get like that. | don't do it that
often”. Just by taking a pill, smoking pot,
having a beer once you have already
increased your chances of becoming an
addict. Bottom line — you are not immune
to addiction and it can happen.

BY THOMAS BRIGANDI
BUSINESS EDITOR

There is little doubt that our country has
been going through a prolonged eco-
nomic downturn the last few years. This
economic downturn has contributed to a
very high unemployment rate, a high
housing foreclosure rate, and an all-time
high federal budget deficit. According to
“Deficit to Hit All-Time High” in The Wall
Street Journal, “the $3.8 trillion budget
for fiscal 2011 projects the deficit will
shoot up to a record $1.6 trillion this
year.” In fact, “the deficit for the current
fiscal year, which ends on Sept. 30,
would eclipse last year's $1.4 trillion
deficit, in part due to new spending on a
proposed jobs package.” (Jonathan
Weisman, January 31, 2010) Apparently,
this is a lot of money in the red column of
our nation’s balance sheet and conse-
quently there has been a growing pop-
ulist outrage against deficit spending in
an effort to protect our country’s eco-
nomic viability going forward.
Furthermore, this staggering
deficit has been progressively getting
bigger and bigger the last few years,
when only a decade ago we were run-
ning a budget surplus. Politicians are

now beginning to realize that their con-
stituents are getting a bit rattied at the
prospect that not only is the debt level of
our country at record highs, as Congress
recently passed a bill that increased the .
federal debt ceiling, but also our nation’s
deficit continues to grow on a daily basis.
In fact, according to David Rogers in the
article, “Senate OKs $1.9T rise in debt
ceiling” from Politico; “in a last gasp of
their fading 60-vote majority, Senate
Democrats on Thursday (1/28/10) pushed
through a record $1.9 trillion increase in
the federal debt ceilihg.” In doing so, our
elected officials have increased our debt
ceiling, meaning the amount of debt the
US can issue in the form of Treasury
Bonds and Notes, to around a debt to
GDP ratio of 100%, as both are in close
proximity to the $14 trillion number, which
is quite a monumental amount.

However, in the 2011 federal budget,
President Obama claims to have a plan to
dig ourselves out from the tremendous
deficit levels we now face by the middle of
this decade. Indeed, according to the
same piece in The Wall Street Journal,
initiatives in the 2011 federal budget
“would push the red ink down to about
$700 billion, or 4% of the gross domestic
product, by 2013, according to congres-

e

sional aides.” Nonetheless, “To get the
deficit down by the middle of the decade,

Mr. Obama will be relying on some cuts

that have previously been proposed with-

out success, on cooperation from a wary
Congress and on a yet-to-be set up debt
commission to suggest politically difficult

choices.” (Jonathan Weisman, January 31,
2010) With this debt commission, Obama
seeks to take a proactive step in targeting
the deficit conundrum by setting up a bi-

partisan eighteen member congressional

commission. This would seek deficit-

reduction proposals which can be present-
ed to and voted on by Congress in an
effort to reduce the enormous deficit the
United States currently faces.

Likewise, according to the 2011 budg-
et, “this year's $1.6 trillion deficit would fall
to $1.3 trillion in the fiscal year that begins
Oct. 1. It would drop to $700 billion in 2013
and 2014, the budget projects, on the
assumption that the economy recovers,
tax receipts start rising again with
incomes, and stimulus spending drops off.
(Jonathan Weisman, January 31, 2010)
Thus, it is evident that plans are in the
works to stem the tide against our coun-
try’s vast budget deficit. However, we must
wait to see how these predictions play out

and if in fact the deficit will be mitigated
moving forward as a result of these initia-
tives.

Consequently, the deficit and debt lev-
els of our country are clearly overwhelm-
ing. Creditor nations such as China, india,
and countries in the Europgan Union own
large blocks of our national debt. If at
some point the debt we sell in the form of
Treasury Bonds does not look like an
attractive buy to these countries America
will have an immense problem on its
hands. Thus, America must take precau-
tions to alleviate its deficit and debt levels
or risk an economic catastrophe. This
economic debacie would range from a
surge in inflation due to a decline in the
dollar as a result of too big of a debt bur-
den. This is a potential defaulting of US
Treasury obligations that could bring this
country to its knees, or a lack of funding
for basic federal services such as
Medicare entitlements, which are funded-
in part by debt obligations. All these possi-
bilities would prove to be a disastrous out-
come for our country. Therefore, it is
imperative that our elected officials com-
bat this challenge in a calculated and swift
manner to preclude an economic
armageddon going forward.

Thomas Brigandy is a Macaulay
Honors student and is majoring in
Finance and Accounting. He also /s a
Registered Securities Representative.
He currently holds the Series 7 and
Series 63 Securities Licenses.

“The European Union - A Global
Economic Superpower”
Continued from the front page

Union such as Greece or Portugal to
compete in the global marketplace with
regard to global trade, which they rely
on heavily.

Furthermore, Mr. Edward’s contin-
ued his train of thought in the same
article from Bloomberg by stating the
problem for countries including
Portugal, Spain and Greece “is that
years of inappropriately low interest
rates resulted in overheating and rapid
inflation.” He also claimed that “any
help given to Greece merely delays the
inevitable break-up of the euro zone.”
This statement is quite profound;
Edwards is effectively stating that the
euro zone, or European Monetary
Union, which is comprised of sixteen
European Union member nations, will
break up along with their currency, the
Euro. There is compelling evidence for
this potential outcome, with these three
countries acting as a catalyst to show
the deep divide between their econom-
ic realites and those of larger and
‘more developed European economies
such as France and Germany.

Additionally, the smaller EMU
countries are grappling with not only

big budget shortfalls and large amount of

outstanding debt, but also staggeting .

unemployment rates. The article “The
sick men of Europe” from The Economist
Online states that “Spain was once a rich
source of internal euro-area demand but
its consumers are now weighed down by
debts accumulated during a long housing
boom. The unemployment rate is per-
flously close to 20% and its rigid jobs
markets mean it is unlikely to come down
soon.” Again, this depicts the almost dis-
mal economic situation in these
European countries right now, one of low
economic prosperity to say the least. A
prime example of this notion is the 20%
unemployment rate in Spain, which is
perhaps the most vivid depiction of the

concept that when a country’s economy -
turns for the worst, so does the situation
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of many of the country’s citizens.

The economic and political events
that are currently playing out in the
European Union will perhaps decide its
fate going forward. If the European
Union does not figure out a way to rec-
ongcile the economic anguish going on in
Southern Europe, soon one might see a
headline reading, “European Union
Loses Several Member Nations due to
Economic Differences.” Consequently, if
the European Monetary Union wants to
continue to exist with the same currency
in the sixteen member nations, the same
central bank, and other economic and
political similarities, it must reach a con-
sensus on remedying the dire situation
that some of its member nations are fac-

ing.

Join
The Banner!

The Banner is looking for
writers, editors, photogra-
phers, designers and car-
toonists for this, and
future semesters.

Newspaper and writing
experience are not neces-
sary. P

If you are interested in
Iwriting about sports, hard
news, the arts, movies,
|| politics, music, sex, come-
dy, or just about anything
else, join the Banner team!
~ Submit your articles to
1C- 228, or email them to:
The.BANNER.CSI@gmail.
com.
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BY MNELIDA L. TOLENTINO
CONTRIBUTOR
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I’'m barely Twenty-One, and this July I'm
getting married to my prince charming. 1
know you might think “damn that's
young.” But when you've been with
someone for ten years and still feel that
spark you did the first time you met, then
its meant to be. There’s no point in fight-
ing it. Yes, we've had our fair share of
time apart and other relationships, but
we've always found our way back to
each other. We've been best friends for
years and have been living together for
two, so for us this is only another step
further in this life that we plan to keep

sharing together. Yes, we fight and
argue, but who doesn’t, no one is per-
fect. And this story isn’t about being per-
fect, it's about living life and believing in
what and whom you love. We believe
our love is strong and this is our journey
chronicling the final months before our
big day.

We have four months until our big
day and with that said, there’s going to
be a immense amount of planning, coor-
dinating and stress. In the end my only
reward is marrying my prince. I've had a
year to prep for these last few months.
I'm pretty on top of things, from the floral
arrangements, to the attire for both the
ceremony and reception, to the lighting
choices the DJ offers for our grand
entrance. My days are filled with multiple
calls to the vendors, family, and the sec-
retaries at the church. This is to simply
verify our previous discussions, changes
or newly added details like my blue nap-
kins or the moist chocolate cake with
chocolate ganache filling. It's a lot to
take in, but its exciting to think that in the
end, as | slip into my ivory laced gown
and see the picturesque floral arraign-
ments and the smiles on our guests
faces as they enter our chic, elegant
wedding, it will be priceless.

People always ask me “why so
young?” and “how do you know he’s Mr.
Right?” And | always say the same thing,
when you love someone you know it.
When you cut out all the lovey-dovey,
puppy love shit and see each other for

who we really are and still love each
other, that's true love. When you can
wake up in the morning with no make up
on, hair tied back, wearing sweats and
he still finds you the sexiest thing alive,
that’s love. Now you're probably laugh-
ing, but that's the truth behind all the get
up of this dress to impress mantra.
You're still you when you get up. No
make up, no gel, no nothing, and if he
still loves you then you have yourself a

“keeper. I'm not a relationship expert, but

I am an expert in our relationship. As |
mentioned before we aren't perfect, but
we do still try our hardest to give each
other 100% despite our bad day at work
or school, or troubles caused by others.
I know our love is strong and marrying
him is only one chapter in my life

Since my parents are paying for the
wedding and because of the recession,
we decided to make the favors, center-
pieces and welcome boxes ourselves.
Which caused more work and stress, but
it saved money. We've already started
gathering supplies like scissors, paper,
stamps, glue, rhinestones, and a host of
other props. That's just the beginning.
We plan on inviting 265 guests in hopes
that only 230 will attend. In preparation
for that, we have 250 favors awaiting to
be decorated.

Ash Blue, Dark Brown, and lvory are
our colors. They're being incorporated in
everything from the flowers, center-
pieces, favors and even to the table-
cloths and dishes.

In addition to this, 500 different littie
glamorous surprises help to put my per-
sonal touch, such as: rhinestones and lit-

tle blue butterflies on the favors and invi-
tations, and the crystals hanging off of
the centerpieces, down to the paper tow-
els in the bathrooms. Yeah it might
sound crazy, but for me I'm only doing
this once. | have to do it big. It might
sound cheesy or girly, but its every girls’
fantasy to have the Cinderella wedding
and marry Prince Charming. Our imagi-
nations take us to high standards when it
comes to planning for this big day, we've
dreamt about since we were 5.

Little by little things are looking up. |
have my dress, the reception and cere-
mony location, the favors and center-
pieces, photographer, DJ and videogra-
pher. Everything else is in waiting, for a
day closer to our date. Though the tuxes
have been chosen and the bridesmaids
dress have been paid for, all that's left is
a few minor details to tweak here and
there. Then all that’s left is for us to enjoy
the final result of this day we have been
so profoundly preparing for. So as | sit
here covered with brown ribbon from my
invitations and hot glue that’s stuck on
my fingers from the rhinestones; my cal-
endar hangs on the wall reminding me
we only have four more months to go.
But 'm confidant that in the end, as |
walk down that isle and see my Prince,
all of the planning and stress will be
wiped away. After ten years, Il finally
become Mrs. Orlando Valentin Jr.

BY VIN FORTE
ARTS EDITOR

The Melonfarmers are a quirky Indie
group with deep roots planted in the
lighter-side of rock.

With songs about mermaids, Dojo
parties, BBQs, snack foods, drive-by
condiment tossing, and sharp fellas, the
Melonfarmers have done more than their

Photo by Myspace.com

fair-share to be original on a local land-
scape that can sometimes seem a bit
too-crowded with the same-old-same-
old.

Live shows are often filled with top
hats, mermaid wands, gongs, and vari-
ous sporadic dancing. Enough going on

to give anyone attending a reason to get
happy.

All of this zany madcap-ness comes
with the territory, of course. Most who
trek out to see the band know this.

The group was formed in the mid-
'00s, but the Melonfarmers lore goes
back a bit farther than that.

“| started taking bass lessons with
Steve Pepe in the late 90's at Lane
Music,” Said Brian Haley, lead
vocalist/primary songwriter, “Once we
got bored with lessons | brought in a
song | wrote called ‘Cheese Doodles of
Love.”

A mutual love of Haley's quirky sensi-
bilities led to Pepe inviting him to join a
vocal ensemble in 2005, which became
the band “The Post-Modern Folk
Revolution.” )

Said Haley, “We would basically do
covers of classic rock songs like the
Beach Boys, Simon and Garfunkle, etc.
Then we eventually starting adding
Melonfarmers stuff to the sets. When the
Melonfarmers starting getting attention

we decided to do more of those tunes
and eventually they consumed The Post
Modern Folk Revolution and that's how
we got the current 10 person line up.”

Yes, 10 people.

Haley on vocals, Steve Pepe on gui-
tar, Angelo Kelly on bass, Tom Bones on
drums, Tim Ledwith on keys, Pete
Pitarresi on djembe, Jill Pitaressi, Eileen
Pitarresi, Christina Scaglione, and
Nicole Graci in the “Melon Patch” (back-
up singers).

You'd think with that many people in
one band, enough hands could be occu-
pied on recording an album.

But as Haley points out, “It's not the
easiest thing in the world to get 10 work-
ing class peeps in the same place at the_
same time to get it done.”

Until then, people will have to make
due by catching their eccentric live
shows and listening to their quirky tunes
on Myspace.

“We're shooting for a 2025 release
date.”
Listen @ Myspace.com/themelonfarmersband

friends, as long as the girl herself was

less you will know.

BLURPLE ALBUM COMBINES THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

BY VIN FORTE
ARTS EDITOR

Blurple.

In the world of Staten Island Folk music, per-
haps no act is more stimulatingly original than

A match-up of fok singer/songwriter

curiously sucked-in to their world.
The good news for fans only able to caich

their occasional live shows is that Blurple has

just released their debut album and all the
trappings that made their live shows so engag-
ing are here in spades.

Most songs on the self-titled album contain
catchy folk ballads laced with undertones of
synth to give the songs an extra kick of sheen.

The duo will be celebrating the release of

trustworthy. The clincher? Adult males
did not like the idea of their wives hav-
ing male friends, but generally did not

Is flirting asking for troubie?
Ironically, 94% of all surveyed, men
and women alike, felt that flirting of any

Phoebe Blue (Blue) and electronic-folk
artist/production whiz Tom Bones (Purple),
Biurple have been a very eccentric part of the

Is love Worth All The

BY ALYSE HARMNEIT
CONTRIBUTOR

It's actually funny when you think about
how different each person’s opinion on
relationships are. Each person’s opinion
varies, based on age, relationship sta-
tus, experience, and even gender. | took
the liberty of surveying all different ends
of the spectrum on stereotypical issues
and questions when it comes to love and
dating.

How important is your best friend’s
opinion of the person you are dating?
When | asked young females this ques-
tion, they did not care what their best
friend thought of their boyfriend,
because if their best friend can’t be
happy for her, she is not a true friend.
Adult females also agreed, mostly
because of the principle that they are
married, and a marriage pretty much
trumps a friendship at their age.

g lronically, when | asked young and adult

Risks?

males this question, 95% felt that their
best friend’s opinion of the girl they were
dating was highly important, because
they want their best friend and girlfriend
to be able to not only be close, but co-
exist in their life. Conclusion? No matter
what, the bond of male friendship will
never be broken; “sisterhocod” most often
will take a backseat to a relationship.
How do you feel about your signifi-
cant other having friends of the opposite
sex? What a surprise: young females
highly objected to it. Why? They feel
that girls cannot be trusted overall, and
present a temptation to their men (sub-
consciously, their aim isn't friendship, it's
to divide and conquer). Adult women,
however, overall did not care. By their
age, the only female friends their hus-
bands have (if any) are ones they have
had for years, and are well known and

- trusted by the wives. Ironically, young

boys totally trusted their girlfriend’s male

object. Conclusion? Men generally
trust men, women do not trust women.

Should there be 100% honesty, or
should some things be left unsaid?
87% of those surveyed felt that hon-
esty is the best policy; the remaining
13% felt that some things should be
left unsaid. Why should things be left
unsaid? Because their significant
other typically overreacts over the
small things, and it avoids fights to not
know every little detail. Conclusion?
The more you choose to fight over, the

sort is totally asking for it. The other 6%
felt that if they are in a secure relation-
ship, flirting is like going to the gym--
keeps you in shape. Conclusion?
Flirting is like pre-gaming; why take the
shot of vodka, if you already have a
bottle of fine wine?

Does love make all the trouble

" worth it? The majority of everyone |

suNeyed felt falling in love was totally
worth the battle. Conclusion? Take the
leap to find the one that will catch you.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Tom Bones and Phoebe Blue jump out of porta-polfies fike excited children at

' P tb by Mike Shane

the 2009 Bridge The Gap festival al the Alice Austin House.

local music scene for almost two years now.
With live shows filled with songs about rib-
biting frogs, instructions for preparing grilled
cheese, being “a bit of a fag” sometimes (in a
good way), and dying Albinos, all segued with
short “intermissions” involving partial rework-
ings of popular songs (i.e. “Wild Thing”
becomes “Blurple Thang™, it's hard to not get

their CD this Saturday night with a release
party at Tom’s house.

With enough catchy melodies and eclectic
lyrical wordplay to go around, you're sure to
find something to love inside this album of folk
ballads and avant-garde musical interludes.

Listen to Blurple at: Myspace.com/blurplesi

Competative Gaming
Is Serious Business!

BY SAL BASILE
CONTRIBUTOR

Video games are becoming more and
more mainstream in society. So main-
stream, in fact, that a division of sponsor-
ships have dedicated money to Major
League Gaming (MLG). Like Nascar,
companies sponsor teams or individual
players to compete in worldwide champi-

onships. These championships should be
taken as serious as any other sport
because grand prizes can range from
$20,000 to as much as $1 million.

The most recent championship com-
ing up is in April in the Meadowlands.

The grand prize is $125,000 and its com-

petition is in the video game Halo 3.
“Team Accuracy”, this years underdogs

sponsored by Comcast, have been train-
ing for some time now and hope to take
home the gold. They have asked me to
come along with them and watch them
train in the days leading up to the com-
petition.

The training is vigorous, sitting in
front of a television screen for hours on
end and keeping the fingers fluid on the
controller. Major League Gaming is an
intense test of advanced motor skills and
hand-eye coordination. If a player blinks

" at the wrong moment, he could lose.
“Team Accuracy” lost their sponsor two
years ago after losing a competition and

have just recently gained a new one.
They hope to prove they are a force to
be reckoned with in the MLG scene.

If “Team Accuracy” wins this years
Meadowlands tournament, not only will
they win $125,000 divided between their

" four members, but Comecast will sign

them to a permanent contract, and they'll

' automatically be entered into the next big

tournament. They have a lot riding on
this years competition, and they don't
plan on taking it easy this time around.




Interational Programs

BY CARA REHBEIN
CONTRIBUTOR

Did you know that CSI students earn
credit hours for boating through vol-
canic craters, painting in converted
ltalian medieval churches, and negoti-
ating with stubborn vendors on the
neon streets of Shanghai? Well they
do, while at school.

I's no secret that amongst the
twenty-three institutions comprising the
CUNY system that the College of
Staten Island is geographically the
largest campus; however few can say
how copious it really is. Holding class-
es everywhere from the Far East to
Down Under, CS! extends its grounds
beyond its modest 204 acres—reach-
ing overseas to distant and exotic
lands. Sponsoring programs in China,
Denmark, Ecuador, England, Greece,

ltaly, South Africa, and Spain, the col-
lege offers extensive top-notch instruc-

tion in several major cities and universi-

ties all over the world.

This past winter session, classes
were held in China, Ecuador, and ltaly,
offering a unique biology program in
the Galapagos for honor students.
“Seeing the nature of the Galapagos
Islands is an unforgettable experience,
a once in a lifetime event” says Elina
Trovimosky, quoted on the Center for
International Services homepage. The
objective of the trip was to follow in the
footsteps of Darwin. Trovimosky
emphasized that the abroad program
allowed her to “observe firsthand the
adaptations of plant and animal life to
the unique environment.” What more
can a young scientist ask for out of
their education?

Biology majors were not the only

ones who were inspired from last

semester’s study abroad programs;
artists too found their muse—in
Florence. Painting in a small, privately
owned school named after the 15th
century Florentine ruler, Lorenzo de
Medici, students worked beside other
artists from all over the globe, minding
the techniques of their transoceanic
peers. Branching out to Rome and
Tuscania, artists are not limited to cre-
ate their masterpieces in Florence,
however; students can be amongst the
colossal ruins of the BC Empire, or the
terracotta wonderland of ltaly’s vast
countryside.

There’s a place for every type of
study, and a program, depending on
the semester, which focuses on CSl's
various majors. Shanghai, for example,
is for business buffs that want training
for the international market. Guayaquil
is for fanguage officiandos, hoping to
become fluent in a second, third, or
forth tongue. The various other loca-
tions, like the UK, France, and Greece,
offer alternative focuses, like law, man-
agement, or history.

There is one catch: despite the
broad array of academia offered, not
everyone can participate in these
exclusive programs. Study abroad
requires a minimum of a 2.5 GPA, and
the patience of filling, paying, and wait-
ing for visas and legal travel documen-
tation. The actual cost for the schooling
and home-stay is minimal for the serv-
ices rendered, ranging from approxi-
mately $2000- $5000, without scholar-
ships (not including airfare, meals, or
personal expenses). The Center for
International Services is open to
answer questions and help with apply-
ing Monday through Friday, 9-5pm,
and Thursday until 8pm.

So if you got the brains, courage,
and dough, you can venture off the
island while doing something produc-
tive for your education, and, ultimately,
your resume—studying abroad.

SEND YOUR OPINIONS OR
LETTERS TO:

the.BANNER csi@gmail.com
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BY APRILE MARTIN
CONTRIBUTOR

pated in surfing contests.

3,000 years ago.

Nobody knows for certain when
surfing began. Archaeologists have
uncovered cave drawings that show
early cultures balancing themselves
upon the waves. These same draw-
ings suggest that the leaders of
tribes perfected the discipline. They
were expected to be the most
skilled "wave riders" of their tribe.
Kings and queens routinely partici-

Most experts agree that surfing
started somewhere in Western
Polynesia. From the scant evidence
they've been able to retrieve, it's
likely that the sport began nearly

At the time that Lieutenant King
witnessed the Hawaiians surfing, he
didn't realize how immersed their
culture was into the sport. It was an
integral part of their lives. It touched
upon their spirituality and societal
caste system. Tribal leaders were
accorded their own beaches on
which to enjoy surfing. Those who

The Origin of Surfing

Lieutenant King recorded what he
had observed in Cook's journal,
surfing has spread around the
world. It has penetrated the fabric
of popular culture to capture the
imaginations of millions of people.
Once the sport of kings, it is now
a sport for anyone willing to brave
the waters with their surfboard.

For many, surfing is more than '

merely a sport. It's a way of life.
They connect with the same
sense of spirituality as that of
ancient Western Polynesian
tribes. Though we'll likely never
know when surfing truly began,
we have enough evidence to
appreciate that it is one of the old-
est sports in the world. it will con-
tinue to evolve as millions as
more find themselves draw to this
ancient sport

Just another

BY ABRAMAM HAMDAMN
CONTRIBUTOR

The criticism about steroids has been
hovering around Americas sport for too
long. Since the 1919 Black Sox World
Series scandal to the stealing of signs,
pine tar, scuffing balls, and corked bats
era in the ‘70s and ‘80s, cheating has
been a part of baseball. Steroids are
just another form of this cheating. If
fans can't respect the game due to
steroids than they should probably
think about not respecting the history
of the game entirely.

People argue that steroids are tar-
nishing the game of baseball. Bob
Nightengale an analyst for the Sporting
News adds, “I'm seeing guys now who
were washed up five years ago, and
now they've got bat speed they've
never had before. It's insane.” Some
people debate that the players in the
Major Leagues start using steroids
because they are trying to attain some
leveling of playing field. Others argue
all the recorders in baseball are being
broken and it's due to the use of
steroids that history gets cheated. In
an article written by Patrick Mclellan he
states, “Steroids have ruined my mem-
ories, my part in history, and tainted it
with controversy.”

The “Steroid Era” is just another

period in the sport of baseball. It just
happens that steroids are the trend of
this era. Throughout the history of the
game, there has always been some
kind of controversy. The media tends
to make the steroid users the bad guy
causing fans to lose respect. If that's
the case the same should go for the
many Hall of Fame players in
Cooperstown. Whitey Ford, Gaylord
Perry, and Don Sutton were often
accused of throwing illegal pitches
such as: “scuffed balls” or “spit balls.”
Whitey Ford once said, “| used enough
mud to build a dam.” ESPN reports
Ford used to cut balls with his wedding
ring or he would have his catcher
Elston Howard cut the ball with his shin
guard, Scuffed balls and “spitters” go
back to the early part of the 20th cen-
tury. 1900-1919 was considered the
“Spit Ball Era” for pitchers and the
“Dead Ball Era” for batters. The league
used soft balls and bigger parks to
keep the balls from going out. They
wanted teams to play small ball, and
rely on bunts, stolen bases, hit and
runs, and singles to win. Walter
Johnson, CY Young, Christy
Mathewson, and Grover Alexander
dominated the sport. Should their glory
and achievements be taken away,
because of the “dead ball era"? CY
Young and Walter Johnson are consid-
ered the two best pitchers of all time,
and they both pitched in the spit ball
era. From 1960-1980 players used to
use pine tar to hit the ball farther and
corked bats for a faster swing. Norm
Cash admitted using a corked bat in

1961 after winning the AL batting title
that season. In the ‘60s, the White Sox
grounds crew would raise the base-
lines to keep bunts fair, and keep the
infield soggy for their sinkerball pitch-
ers.

Something people never ask
themselves is, “did steroids save base-
ball?” In 1994, fans were devastated,
because of the cancellation of the play-
offs. Baseball hit a massive wall in the
early ‘90s and after the strike of 1994
the attendance dropped dramatically.
According to Baseballchronology.com,
the attendance in 1995 was the same
as the shortened '94 season. However,
the seats filled up in a hurry in 1998
when Roger Maris’s homerun record
was on the line. The race began in
1998 when Mark Maguire and Sammy
Sosa were competing to break the
record. The race restored faith back
into the fans, proving that fans love
seeing dominate hitting. Fans loved to
see the fifty, sixty, and seventy home-
runs. They couldn't tolerate the twenty
or thirty homeruns any more. MLB had
suspected that those guys were taking
some kind of human growth hormone,
but no one did anything. Author Tom
Verducci declares in Joe Torres book
“The Yankee Years”, Rick Helling a
twenty seven year old pitcher then was
the one fo have the fortitude to stand
up at a winter meeting of the Executive
Board of the Major League Basebail
Players Association. Helling made an
announcement, “There is this problem
with steroids. It's happening. It's real.
And it's so prevalent that guys who

aren't doing it are feeling pressure to
do it because they're falling behind. It's
not a level playing field. We've got to
figure out a way to address it. It's a
bigger deal than people think. lt's
noticeable enough that it's creating an
uneven playing field... I’s one thing to
be a cheater, to be somebody who
doesn't care whether it’s right or
wrong. But it’s another thing when
other guys feel like they have to do it
just to keep up...And | don't feel like
this is the right way to go.”

MLB didn’t bother to listen to what
Rick Helling said and acted oblivious to
what was happening to the sport. It
was just another era in baseball, the
steroid era. Due to today’s aggressive
media, ML.B didn’t have a choice but to
start banning steroids. They were
reserved about steroids until the
“BALCO"” scandal surfaced in 2003.
Two big names were accused of using
steroids, Jason Giambi, and Barry
Bonds. That was the tip of the iceberg,
until the “Mitchell Report” was released
and alleged to contain 89 names of
players who have been accused of
using steroids. Baseball fans just have
to realize that it's just another time in
baseball, and this happens to be the
development of steroids and the
“Steroid Era.” “The steroid scandal is
the latest mark against the game, but
it's only one of a long list of cheating
scandals in baseball,” wrote Marky

Billson in an article for Baseball Digest.

were positioned lower within the
tribe weren't allowed to surf the

. same waters as their chiefs. But,
commoners who were able to dis-
play impressive feats while surfing
were given the privilege of enjoying
the best beaches. .

For the natives of Hawaii, surf-

ing was life. Since the time when

The NHL Needs ESPN if
They Plan to Survive

BY WILLIAM PONCIANO
CONTRIBUTOR

Since the beginning of the new cen-
tury, the NHL’s TV ratings have slow-
ly declined. The lockout and cancel-
lation of the 2004-2005 made matters
Wworse. The biggest loss for the NHL
came after the strike was over. The
NHL and ESPN could not come o a
contract agreement. There would be
No games aired on any of the ESPN
networks. The results have been very
bad for the NHL.

When the NHL came out of their
lockout, they then had to renew their
contract with ESPN to carry NHL
games on its networks. Unfortunately
for the NHL, the $60 million option
Was declined by ESPN. When asked
about it at the time, George
Bodenheimer, president of ESPN and
ABC Sports said, “Given the pro-

A longed work stoppage and the

league's TV ratings history, no finan-
cial model even remotely supports

the contract terms offered." The NHL
then signed with-what was then OLN
(now Versus Network). This has

resuited in the NHL becoming a laugh-

ing stock in the world of sports.
ESPN's network slogan, is the
self proclaimed “world-wide leader in’
sports.” As such, whatever ESPN
deems to be “important,” becomes just
that. ESPN promotes those whom
they have contract deals with.
Because of that, when you tune into
SportsCenter, you get as much foot-
ball and basketball as they can fit.
During baseball season, there’s pienty
of baseball coverage. As of the last
few years, NASCAR has made its way
* to ESPN's top priorities. After they get
through all the “important” spotts, they
cover a very small portion of tennis,
golf, hockey, or any other sport.
According to an ESPN study of its 1
a.m. “SportsCenter” program, the -
show featured 29 fewer minutes of

NHL coverage in March 2007 thanin

March 2004, the last year ESPN
aired NHL games: That is a 28%
decline. Shows like NHL 2Night are
now gone from ESPN’s list of shows.
" The hosts and reporters even
mock the NHL. During any airing of
ESPN's Around the Horn, whenever

hockey is brought up, you can expect

the host, Tony Reali, to make com-
ments such as “now moving
onto...hockey?!" Or “come on,
nobody watches hockey.” Obviously,
this will not make avid hockey fans
turn away, but the casual viewer can
watch shows like this or any other
ESPN broadcast and be completely
turned off of the NHL.

Obviously, you cannot expect
them to really promote something if it
does not benefit them in anyway, but
at the same time, if they are the
“‘world-wide leader in sports” they
should be just that and at least show
proper highlights of the sport. Instead,
the NHL gets 30 second highlights for
3 games about once a week. The
only other time there is anything on
the NHL is whenever Sidney Crosby
and Alexander Ovechkin face off,
which is only a few times a season.

Unfortunately for the NHL, they

have not yet been able to reach an
agreement with ESPN. Versus has
said that they would be willing to
waive its cable exclusivity if ESPN
would cross-promote Versus Network,
the same way they do with TNT. Until
then, the NHL will continue to lose rat-
ings and have subpar atiendances.
Hockey fans will be forced to call their
cable/satellite providers and/or search
for Versus Network and the NHL
Network. Hopefully, the NHL can find a
way to please ESPN as it may be the
only way to save the league.

Do you have something to write about?

Has any of the stories written in the

Banner helped fo inform you? Or has it
not informed you? Let us know whar

you think. You can send your com-

ments and concerns fo us by sending

an e-mail fo ;
the. BANNER.csi @gmail.com

Or you can drop off a copy in our majl-

box on campus in 1C-207.




BY RONMIE NEWMAN
CONTRIBUTOR

As time expired and Michael Ledbetter
beat the buzzer with a spectacular
rebound layup to give CSI a 66-64 vic-
tory over Lehman, something special
happened. As if the way the game
ended was not enough., head coach
Tony Petosa earned his 300th career
win. As time expired and the ball went
through the hoop the team stormed the
court to celebrate the improbable fin-
ish. Luckily for the maintenance staff,

Official Newspaper of the CSI| Dolphins

locker room to drench Coach Petosa
with water in honor of his achieve-
ment.

In a close game where the lead
changed five times in the first five min-
utes of play, CSI pulled out to an early
15-10 lead. They kept the lead with an
8-3 run but even down 12 points
Lehman did not stop fighting. The first
half ended with CSl still holding onto a
7 point lead with the score 36-29.

The second half began with CSI
coming out and scoring quickly to
make it 40-29 and put Lehman down

lead by Christian Montervino who laid
in the basket to make give the
Dolphins 40 points. Lehman then
answered back with a 19-9 run of their
own. With 2:54 remaining Lehman
had a 2 point lead with the score at

61-59. About two minutes later with

:55 remaining, lLehman’s Xavier
Garvin, who was fouled by CSI's

- Ryan Hennessey, sank both free

throws to tie the game 64-64. After a
turnover gave Lehman the ball the
Dolphins quickly fouled and Lehman
called a timeout with :12 left on the
game clock and :2 remaining on the
shot clock. The foul shooter for
Lehman was Alain Dela Cruz and
after Cruz missed both crucial free
throws, coming off the bench for the
first time in the game, CSI's
Emmanuel Frank pulled down the
rebound off of the second free throw.

Frank passed the ball down the court
to Hennessey and Hennessey tossed
up a 16 foot jump shot with time wind-
ing down. The shot was off so
Ledbetter grabbed the rebound,
kissed the ball off the glass, and the
rest is history.

With this amazing finish, the
Dolphins propelled their coach into
the 300 club. Coach Tony Petosa
became just the 59th coach in NCAA
Division Il history to reach 300 victo-
ries. A product of Monsignor Farrell
High School and College of Staten
Island, the 20 year coach has a
career record of 300-227 following
this game. Sllive.com quotes Coach
Petosa as saying, “Someone asked
me tonight why | keep going. | don't
think about it. | just do it. When | walk
into the gym, it's the highlight of my
day."

the team waited until they were in the

by 11. This 4-0 run to start the half was

BY DAVID GINSBERG
STAFF WRITER

The Colis vs. the Saints. The NFL’s gold-
en boy (Peyton Manning) taking on
America’s sentimental favorite team. Both
the fans and the NFL alike are thrilled
about the Super Bowl matchup. The NFL
not only gets to display its biggest star on
the biggest stage there is, but they also
have a team/city that has been ravaged
by bad luck whom

everyone is going to root for. This isn’'t one
of those ‘who cares who wins?’ Super
Bowls.

Everybody has a rooting interest for
one reason or another. For us, the fans,
we get two explosive, high scoﬁng teams
who can go off at any time. Both teams
have multiple weapons on the offensive
end which makes them extremely hard to
stop. You can lock down the top two
options, but the problem is that both
teams have five or more legitimate threats
who can score at any time.

Both teams had great runs during the
regular season. The New Orleans Saints
started out 13-0, flat out destroying most
of their opponents. They handed the

Giants, considered a Super Bowl con-

tender at the time their first loss of the
season in week six, which was the start of
. the Giants’ four game losing streak and
effectively ended their season. Once the
Saints manhandled the Giants, the public
perception changed from the Saints being
a fluky afterthought to a dangerous team
to be reckoned with in the NFC.
The Saints once again proved their

dominance later on in the season, beat-

ing down the Patriots by three touch-
downs in week twelve. However, after
dropping their last three games and
seemingly losing their momentum going
into the playoffs, the Saints were consid-
ered far from a lock to come out of the
NFC on top. Once again, the Saints
proved everybody wrong by coming out
and completely dominating an over-
matched Cardinals team in the division-
al round of the playoffs. New Orleans
followed that up by eking out a victory
over a Vikings team who basically gave
the game away thanks to a plethora of
mistakes. Regardiess, the Saints have
an incredible offense and a defense that
loves to hit the quarterback.

The Colts’ record was very similar to

that of the Saints (the Coilts started off -

14-0 before dropping their last two
games), but they won a lot of their
games in a much more dramatic fash-
ion. The Colts won eight of their games
by eight points or less, including seven
games in which they came from behind
in the 4th quarter. The Colts are consid-
ered a favorite every year, but nobody
saw this coming. Peyton Manning has
stepped up into a level of invincibility
that is only reached by the absolute best
athletes of their generations.

There is an aura around Peyton that
he just won't lose, much like how people
thought of Michael Jordan in the 1990s.
In week 16, holding a narrow lead over
the Jets, the Colts took Peyton Manning
out of the game, allowing the Jets’
aggressive defense to prey on rookie

QB Curtis Painter. This oft-maligned
move ended the Colts run at a perfect
season. In the playoffs, Indy faced a cou-
ple of tough, in your face, run the ball
down your throat football teams. In the
divisional round, the Colts beat the
Ravens, who were gaining steam after
winning three of their last four regular
season games and flat out killing the
Patriots in the wild card round of the
playoffs. The Colts shut down the
Ravens’ offense, holding Baltimore to
three points and just seventy-five yards
rushing. In the AFC Championship
game, despite a quick start by the Jets,
Peyton Manning led the Colts on a quick
touchdown drive right before the half
which took all the wind out of the Jets’
sails. The Colts held the Jets scoreless
in the 2nd half and won the game handi-
ly, giving them their first Super Bowl
berth in three whole years.

So now we have a clash of the titans,
a battle of the number one teams in each

conference. Who will come out on
top? Let's take a quick look at the
matchup and see.

As stated earlier, both teams have a
ton of weapons offensively. The Saints’
have a decent, although not huge advan-
tage in the running game with Reggie
Bush and Pierre Thomas having more
success than Joseph Addai and rookie
Donald Brown. While both teams enjoy a
myriad of receiving threats, it's hard not
to give the Colts the slight edge here.
Only Devery Henderson and Marques
Colston have more than 100 yards
receiving for the Saints this postseason.
Lance Moore and Robert Meachem have
been almost non-existent and if that con-
tinues, then the Colts’ defense has much
less to worry about. The Colts, on the
other hand, have been spreading the ball
around very well. Defenses have

focused on the Colts’ two best
receivers (Reggie Wayne and Dallas
Clark), yet they are still contributing to
the offense. In addition to that, Peyton
Manning has been connecting with
Pierre Garcon and Austin Collie at will.
No matter who you double cover,
you're going to be in trouble. It doesn't
matter which one or two receivers
opposing defenses try to shut down,
Manning will just find the other wide-
outs down the field.

Key Players: For New Orleans, it
has to be Reggie Bush. This game is
going to come down to offense, and if
Reggie Bush can break out with a cou-
ple of huge plays like he did against the
Cardinals, then that gives the Saints a
huge advantage. Bush can run the ball,
catch out of the backfield, and return
kickoffs and punts, so he is huge for
this team. For the Colts, the key play-
ers are going to be Dallas Clark and
Austin Collie. The Saints proved
against the Vikings that they do not
defend tight ends well, which could
mean a huge day for Dallas Clark.
Reggie Wayne is going to be getting a
lot of attention since he’s the star and
with the emergence of Pierre Garcon,
you have to think that he will garner a
ton of attention as well. That leaves
rookie Austin Collie as the last main
target Peyton will be looking at.

Prediction: The Saints can blitz all
they want, it's not going to affect
Manning. ,

The game is going to come down to
the offenses. The Colts just have too
much firepower for the Saints’ defense
to handle. Final score: Colts: 34 Saints:
28.




